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General Meeting; 10 Dec. EOC, 19.30hrs
Social Group; 17 Dec. 12.00hrs - The Vines
Committee Meeting; New Year? 07.30hrs - EOC

1. H Night..............................................................8 Dec.
2.Club BBQ...........................................................16 Jan.
3.Wine & Food Festival ......................................13 Feb.

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz,
147.225MHz
Net Controller; Ken H ynds ZL2KHZ
VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930
144.150MHz

SUBS FOR 2016 ARE DUE THE END OF DECEMBER 2015

Still only $20.00 for Members and $25.00 for Family
We offer 3 payment options…
Direct banking; Kiw i Bank 38 9002 0114897 00 please put name or call sign in reference
By m ail to; Marlborough A mateur Radio Club Inc. PO Box 432 Blenheim 7240
Give in person; to the treasurer on club nights

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING
Held at EOC on 12 th November 2015 @ 1900 hrs.
I am afraid I do not have any Minutes from this meeting. The president was unable to attend (see below) and the
secretary did not make it either. I am told Rob Carter took Minutes but, despite my request, I have not been sent a
copy as yet and, it appears, neither has the secretary. I hope to have Minutes for you by the next Interface.

WANTED
Parts from the telecommunication gear that was gifted to the club in the mid 2000s.
A bunch of us picked up some equipment from the telephone exchange a while back.
This equipment included some small packaged low noise amplifiers, circulators and semi-rigid coax SMA-SMA
jumpers.
If you have any of these lying around and are not going to use them, let me know.
The Wellington VHF group can use them on their trading table to help fund their projects, which includes keeping
a fair bit of the National System running.
Stuart ZL2TW
Home: 03 577 5122
Work: 03 520 9999
Cell: 027 6877764
The president missed the last General Meeting due to an accident the night before. After bleeding continually all
over the place, and two trips to A&E, it became obvious late Thursday that he was still not in a fit state to attend,
let alone run, a meeting. He had to phone the vice president, Ken Menzies, and ask him to run the meeting in his
stead.
As I have this space to fill, you get the full story…
He had gone up to a site on Mt Rochfort, above Denniston, just to open the door for a colleague who did not have
access to the building. While waiting for said colleague to finish his job, Grant wandered outside and promptly
tripped over a rock, landing flat on his face. Thanks to the multiple medications he is on, the bleeding would not
stop. He recommends those big rolls of all-purpose wipes you can get from hardware stores as he was
able to repeatedly tear off a section and hold it up to his nose until it was blood soaked, then tear off
another, throwing the messy ones into the passenger foot well!
Getting home just after midnight Wednesday it was decided an immediate visit to A&E was in order. After
cauterising several times the bleeding still would not stop so his nose was plugged with an inflatable
tampon (left pic) in the hopes that pressure against the insides of his nose would stem the flow. Next
morning he was dripping blood out the wadding so back to A&E we went. More cauterisations later they
finally managed to ease the blood flow but he was warned to take it easy and not to blow his nose,
sneeze, or lift anything heavy.
After having worked 17 hours on Wednesday then spending 3½ hours in A&E in the early hours of Thursday he
was understandably rather tired and spent most of the day sleeping, propped up on the sofa. By late afternoon he
realised he was not improving as fast as he had hoped and his brain was in no condition to run a meeting, hence
the call to Ken, who stepped up to the plate. Thanks Ken.
Day 4
Grant is still a little bruised today but it is fading.
He is telling people I am waiting for it to clear completely
before I hit him again!

This joke here is not implying anything about anybody.
The fact that his photo is next to it is mere coincidence!

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING
Due to EOC being used to co-ordinate the fire fighting up the Waikakaho Valley, meeting attendees
discussed w hether to stay w here they w ere and hav e a quick meeting at the truck shed, or head ov er to
Simpsons’. It was decided they may as w ell stay w here they were so…
Held in the truck shed at EOC on 26th November, 2015 @ 19.50 hrs
Present: Paul Rennie, Robin Carter, Chris Grant, Grant Simpson (president), Kaye Hannagan (secretary), Stuart
Watchman
Apologies: Ken Hynds (treasurer), Ken Menzies
Correspondence: Nil
Reports:


Finance; A copy of the current accounts was tabled in Ken’s absence.
Matters Arising: Nil
General Business


Publicity - Grant to follow up again. Left two messages with no reply from newspaper.

The Ned - Stuart to follow up replacement of turnbuckles.

Brayshaw Hut - Stuart and Chris working on refining agreement for BPMVFM (Brayshaw Park
Marlborough Vintage Farm Machinery) access and indemnity for the future.
Meeting closed 2015
Item to Action
Pursue clarity of purpose & service agreement with BPMVFM regarding indemnity concerns
raised

Who
Stuart & Chris

Follow up regarding the internet link to BPMVFM design and implementation.
Talk to insurers regarding cover of equipment now on site at Brayshaw
Letter appointing auditor for financial reviews
Publicity – Grant to follow up.
The Ned – Organise replacement of turnbuckles
Event Calendar for events over the next 12 months
Meeting topic for meetings over next 12 months
Repeater at Kaikoura

Grant
Ken
Ken
Grant
Stuart
Stuart
???
Grant

[NZART-Members] THE LEE JENNINGS ACTIVITY MARATHON 2016
A reminder (for those who read the CQ DX column in Break-In and notification for everybody else) the Lee
Jennings (ZL2AL SK) Activity Marathon commences on 1 January 2016. The object is to get ZL amateurs active
on HF by seeing how many days they can have four or more QSOs on any of the MF/HF bands, 630m to 6m
during the year.
A minimum of 50 days will qualify you for a Bronze Certificate, 100 days Silver, 200 days Gold and 300 days
Platinum. This is not a contest so the only requirement for a QSO is to log a call sign and signal report. All HF
QSOs using any mode count including ZL to ZL QSOs. You can also count all QSOs you make with a branch or
club callsign (although you will need to obtain an extract of the log showing the QSOs you make).
If the challenge of four QSOs a day is not enough then there is the opportunity to endorse your award by making
your QSOs on a single band, or using a single mode, operating QRP, or for working 100 or more DXCC
entities. You could do a combination of all of them e.g. 17m CW while operating QRP and aiming for 100
countries.
I would like to print regular updates of goals set and progress so if you set yourself a goal email me (mark@
zl3x.com) with it and then regular updates during the year. Obviously as everyone's goals can be different this is
not a competition but rather the emphasis is on participation. Therefore you do not need to be worried about how
you will compare to others. The full rules can be found at http://zl3x.com/marathon.
If you have any questions let me know.
73
Mark ZL3AB
-- Member ZL3X The Quake Contesters

NOVEMBER MEETING TALK
Chris ZL2CHG spoke of her visit to Palestine and Israel in June of last year, 2014, visiting areas around
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron, just weeks before the outbreak of the conflict between Israel and the
Palestinians in the Gaza strip.
Gaza is an area of 6 - 12 kilometres wide and 41 - 51 kilometres long, 365 square miles housing 1.8 million
people, nearly double the population of the south island NZ. All entry and exit crossings are controlled by Israel.
Between 8 July and 27 August 2014, more than 2100 Palestinians were killed in the Gaza Strip, along with 66
Israeli soldiers and 7 civilians in Israel.
Concern was expressed by people we met in Palestine and also the group, Jewish Voice for Peace in the USA
quoting an analysis of coverage in the New York Times. This was in regard to the way in which news from the
middle east is presented, suggesting a bias toward presenting Israelis as consistently the victims.
Chris described her impressions and interactions with Palestinian Christians and Muslims as they spoke of their
experiences and their fear of an impending war. She met one family whose home and well had been demolished
only days before. It had been the family home for 10 generations.
We were shown photographs of the segregation wall, some adorned with messages of hope and Banksy
drawings.
On earlier visits, the message from many Palestinians was - Go home and talk about us.
In 2014, they said - The challenge was, how to move forward honouring, respecting and acknowledging the past
and the rights of every community, without allowing the past to determine the future.
A more recent message from the Palestinian people to the group Jewish Voice for Peace is - You need to change
the media narrative, they are not telling the whole story.
Overall, an extraordinary place with an extraordinary history and an amazing present.
Palestinian loss of land 1947 to present
- The above information was kindly
supplied by Chris Grant

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
See what’s coming up in your club. Make sure you volunteer for something, if able, & mark it on your calendar!

DECEMBER
5 ................Santa Parade, start Blenheim School, 1445
JANUARY 2016
16 ..............Club BBQ, Onamalutu, 11am onwards
24 ..............Nelson Branch BBQ, Rabbit Island. 10.30 onwards
FEBRUARY
13 ..............Wine and Food Festival
MARCH
12 ..............The Old Ghost Ultra Marathon, Buller (Base only)
APRIL
2 ................Grape Ride
MAY
14 ..............Saint Clare Half Marathon (Base only)

