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General Meeting; 11 July, EOC, 19.30hrs 
 

Social Group; 18 July 12.00hrs - The Vines 
 

Committee Meeting; 25 July 19.30hrs - EOC 

1. John Errington will repeat PCB design (Part 1) ........... 11 July 
2. MID WINTER LUNCH Wairau River Winery RSVP..... 21 July 
3. John Errington on PCB construction/production (Pt2). 8 August 
4. Constructors’ Award..................................................... 12 Sept 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 
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This event is only two months away already! 
So if you haven’t already built something worth demonstrating, you still have 
time to do it. 
Last year’s night was well supported with a number of entries so hopefully we 
can continue the trend.  
The emphasis is on appreciating the talents of those who enjoy making things, 
as well as picking up ideas from those who go to the trouble.   

The project does not necessarily have to be a work of art or of 
a professional standard 
(most of us are amateurs after all), or even original, although 
we are privileged to have some very capable members and we 
can marvel at their expertise. 

So don’t feel self-conscious, just give it ago! 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SPECIAL GENERAL  MEETING  EOC 
13 June 2019 at 19:40 Hours 

 

Present: Ken Menzies (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Grant Simpson, Gerard Van 
Antwerpen, Don Jamieson, David Rothwell, Helen & Ron Harris, Bill Cousins, Paul Rennie, Garath Haylock, 
Neville Marr, Kevin Berg, Antony Winter, Graeme McKay, Ian Conway, Wayne Parker 
 

Apologies:  Gavin Piercy  
Visitors: Trevor Wilkey 
 

Proposed Motion:  
That Bill Cousins volunteering to be MARC 2019/20 President be accepted 
Nominated: Ken Menzies 
Seconded: Helen Harris 
For: All Against: None Motion Passed 
 

Meeting Closed: 19:45 

 
 
 

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING EOC 
13 June 2019 at 19:50 Hours 

 

Present: Ken Menzies (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Grant Simpson, Gerard Van 
Antwerpen, Don Jamieson, David Rothwell, Helen & Ron Harris, Bill Cousins, Paul Rennie, Garath Haylock, 
Neville Marr, Kevin Berg, Antony Winter, Graeme McKay, Ian Conway, Wayne Parker 
  
Apologies: Gavin Piercy 
 

Visitors: Trevor Wilkey 
 

Correspondence: None 
 

Finance: Treasurer gave his report 
 
REPORTS: 
Repeater: 
The Ned - Operating OK 
Ward - No response to phone calls & messages which unusual. To keep trying.  GS 
Kaikoura - Grant still trying to get access key. GS 
Brayshaw - Had to reset link. Power inadvertently disconnected at Kart Club. 
Picton - Remote restart used successfully for first time GS 
6m Beacon - Not yet accessed. GS 
 

SAR/AREC:    PR 
AREC meeting held 13/06/19 following AREC AGM at conference 1~3/06/19 
17~19 May SAR for missing lone walker on Wakamarina track successful.  
Debrief with Police attended by Helen. 

 

General Business:  
 MDC Environmental Plan:  Still expect MDC decision to be issued about September 2019.  DL 
Chorus Repeater Sites (MARC digipeater at Jamies Knob): Await Owner to contact to agree access. GS 
Request for all MARC assets to be returned for audit 

      
Future Events 
Mid-Winter lunch – 21 July – RSVP Helen ronlenharris@gmail.com or 579 6181 
VHF Field Day – maybe in November if any interest. 
 

Meeting closed: 20:50 
 

Meeting Presentation: 
Presentation – Another interesting & informative presentation by Ken Menzies on enclosure fabrication 
Next Presentation - John Errington will repeat PCB design presentation. 
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Constructors’ Troubleshooting Flowchart 

Does it move? 

Should it? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

No 
problem 

Should it? 
Yes No 

No 
problem 



P3 of 4 

MARLBOUROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
27 June 2019 at 19:35 Hours 

 
Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Ken Menzies, Grant Simpson, Don Laing, Ken Hynds, Paul Rennie, John Errington,  
 
Apologies: David Rothwell 
 
Correspondence: None 
 
Finance: Account payments approved for QSL costs, Field Day costs, QRP Labs kit & AREC Smart Squelch 
 
Repeater Report: 

Picton (Mt Freeth) - Presently OK 
Ned - Presently working OK 
Kaikoura - No change            
Weld Cone - Farmer declined site permission so now trying to contact the owner of the Hollow Top site GS 
Brayshaw Park - Working OK    
6m Beacon - Unit recovered but very old (>35 years) and difficult to work on.  

A replacement QRP kit with GPS module has been ordered. GS 
Golden Bay Link - No change 
Jamies Knob digipeater - email sent to farm owner (Balfour). Await response from new owner.  

Cabinet in truck shed checked and is suitable. GS 
 
SAR Report:    PR 
AREC is joining LandSAR and the associated paperwork is being processed 
Instruction to remove Amateur frequencies from AREC radios to be questioned as these could be useful 
in the event of an emergency. KH 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Club Assets Audit - Don to contact Stuart to arrange convenient date to check out MARC equipment in his 
possession. Also to source suitable permanent labelling tape for his “Dymo” labelling machine. DL 

Microphone for transceiver returned by Lara found. 
Comms Truck Battery - 120AHr deep discharge battery and charger procured but charger generates HF 

hash that prevents it being used during HF radio operation. Truck generator also has produces similar HF 
hash. After discussion it was agreed to explore other options but to proceed with it’s use in meantime PR 

Succession Planning - Grant has prepared manual for Brayshaw Park Remote HF system which is with 
Secretary’s files. To continue to prepare repeater location & access records.                                KH/GS/DL 

HAM Cram - discussion as to feasibility for MARC to locally organise. Bill to discuss with Garth Haylock BC 
JOTA - Don to contact Scout Leader whom he met at last Food & Wine festival to confirm if Blenheim 

Scouts were interested as zero response last year from Scout HQ & their National JOTA coordinator. DL 
NZART Face TV Proposal - To confirm pricing ($15/week for 52 weeks = $780) as a lot of money especially 

considering limited Face TV programme audience & accessibility.  DL 
 
Upcoming Events: 
11 July GM (Presentation - John Errington will repeat PCB design) 
 21 July mid-Winter lunch. Wairau River Wines. 11:30am. RSVP Helen Harris 
 8 Aug GM (Presentation - John on PCB construction/production) 
17~18 Aug Lighthouse Weekend – contact Bill or Rob if interested in participating. 
12 Sept GM Constructors Award Night 
10 Oct GM Chris Grant presentation on Women’s emancipation 
14 Nov GM Bill Cousins on FT8 mode 
7~8 Dec VHF Field Day if any interest 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:50 

I inserted a challenge in last month’s Interface, in the middle of the General Business 
of one of the Committee Minutes. It said that the first person to read the message 
and respond to me, letting me know they had seen it, would get a prize. I have long 
had the suspicion that few bother reading the newsletter and have been wondering 
why I spend so much time producing them. The number of responses would either 
confirm my suspicions, or cheer me up somewhat. Unfortunately, my suspicions 
were confirmed as only 3 members responded. Another did say he read it but 
thought it was too late to bother responding, as someone would have already beaten 
him to it, and I am expecting more to make that claim. So, congratulations to John 
Neal who only beat Ian Conway by 8 minutes followed 26 minutes later by Neville 
Marr. John won a cake and got to pick the flavour - he chose chocolate. 



INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND 
 
Hello, keen people...  
 
One of our winter activities is ILLW (International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend) which is 
happening this year 17/18 August.  
This event was conceived with the aim of raising the profile of Lighthouses and Lightships, 
highlighting the role they have played in keeping us safe over the centuries.  
It is great way to show the communications value of amateur radio.  

We run the event in this spirit, and have an enjoyable weekend, 
with usually a few dozen contacts in the log.  
Typically our team have activated Cape Campbell light house, 
with the special call of ZL6CC.  
We stay in, and operate from, some of the old lighthouse 
buildings, on the beach below the actual light.  
There is a nightly charge for staying on site.  
For further info please talk with Bill ZL2AYZ, Ian ZL2BGL or 
myself.  
The number of people staying over has an effect on what sort of 
antenna we can put up, and how much radio gear we take. 
Usually on HF we run a multi-band wire antenna, with a vertical 
for backup and comparison.  

A VHF station is usually set up, with a small co-linear on VHF/UHF.  
 
Please consider applying to be part of this years team, and get in touch.  
 
Thank you and 73,  
 
- Rob ZL2IW 

P4 of 4 

VHF/UHF FIELD DAY  (7/8 December) 

It is some years since Branch 22 fielded a team for this event and seeing the club is largely VHF/UHF orientated, 
a suggestion was made recently that maybe the Branch may be interested in taking part this year.  It is an ideal 
opportunity to try out various antennas and other VHF/UHF gear.  Operation is similar to the HF Field Day in 
February, being Saturday evening and Sunday. Rules are contained on the NZART website. 
Obviously a different site to Dillons Point Rd would be necessary and would have to be determined.  At this stage, 
we would just like to gauge interest to see if it would be worth pursuing the idea further. A volunteer coordinator 
would be very useful!! (I have not found this role for the HF field day onerous due to the contributions of many.) It 
is perhaps not the most convenient time of the year, but if you are interested, please advise a committee member, 
or Don Laing (donlinda@actrix.co.nz) or Bill Cousins (b.cousins@xtra.co.nz) 

MID WINTER LUNCH  
RSVP REQUIRED! 

 
DATE: Sunday July 21st    
 

WHERE: Wairau River Winery, 11 Rapaura Rd  
(Nelson end of the road). Same place as last year. 
 

TIME: 11.30 drinks and chat. Sit down at 12 midday  
 

RSVP: Numbers are needed for seating so RSVP to Helen 
ronlenharris@gmail.com or 5796181 before 17th July 

 

Menu can be found online. 
Price range - $15 - $30 
Desserts $6 - $13 
according to their website 
www.wairauriverwines.com 

Ken Menzies speaking at the last meeting about fabricating 
enclosures for radio projects. 

Thanks to Wayne Parker for the photo. 


