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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; 13 Feb EOC, 19.30hrs 
 

Social Group; 20 Feb 12.00hrs - The Vines 
 

Committee Meeting; 23 JAN 19.30hrs - EOC 

1. Club BBQ @ Onamalutu ............................................. 12 Jan 
2. Wine & Food Festival .................................................. 8 Feb 
3. Jock White Field Day .................................................. 22/23 Feb 
4. Combined BBQ with Branch 26, Carluke .................... 14 Mar 
5. Ham Cram ................................................................... 18/19 April 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

January 2020January 2020January 2020January 2020 

The first MARC event for the year is the BBQ at Onamalutu on Sunday, 12th January. 
 

Please bring a salad and/or dessert, plus your preference of drinks,  
to supplement the sausages/steak the club will provide. 

 
A feature of this event will be a Fox-hunt. 
The fox being a hidden transmitter on 2m.  

Bring your 2m receiver and portable antenna to track it down! 
 

Directions; Drive over the Wairau Bridge (past Renwick on the way to Nelson) and turn first 
left onto Northbank Rd. When the road splits in a Y, take the right hand road. Where seal ends, 

turn right over the wee bridge into domain. 

Rocket Lab just launched open source satellite into orbit. It is 5cm cubed. It will operate in the 432MHz amateur 
band and can be accessed by licensed amateur radio operators with very cheap (US$20) equipment. If members 
are interested in the details they can see them here:  
https://youtu.be/tdj7fka4b_w  
here: https://youtu.be/5k0aM-PJzo8  
and here: http://fossa.systems/ . 
 
The status of the mission is presently as follows, but it is 
fascinating to watch the mission develop. 
 “An update for everyone here: FOSSASAT-1 is shown to be working correctly and healthy. However, due to the 
antennas not having deployed, the signal is very weak and can only be picked up with large antennas. LoRa 
remains not functional for small stations due to this. We are working to deploy the antennas manually from earth 
and hope to fix the issue. We are also launching two more LORA satellites in march to expand the network.” 
 

- John Errington 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
28TH November 2019 at 1935 Hrs 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Ken Hynds, Grant Simpson, David Rothwell, Paul Rennie, John 
Errington, Ken Menzies 
 

Apologies: Don Laing 
 

Correspondence: 
 Inward:  Andrew Mackie (Nelson ARC) re their AGM. 
 Outward: Bill to Christchurch (Br 05) re Kaikoura/Ward repeater situation. 
  Email invite to members to visit ZL2AYZ ham shack on 1st December. 
 

Finance: Payments approved: 
 Picton repeater site owner (voucher) 
 Interface Editor 
 Ken Menzies (Repeater components reimbursement) KH 

 

Repeater Report:  
 Still awaiting reply from owner regarding Hollowtop. BC 
 Jamie’s Knob equipment still to be retrieved. GS 
 6m beacon still being serviced. GS 
 Other repeaters operating satisfactorily. 

 

SAR Report:  
 SAR Exercise 29th/30th November at Pine Valley. PR 
 Ron Harris & Paul Rennie in attendance with truck. 

 

Business Arising: 
 Truck shed assets check on 23/11 postponed. PR/DL/KM 
 Christmas Parade adequately staffed.  

Grant to meet with Marlboro4Fun people and send info to operators. GS 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
BBQ: (12th January) 
David to organise sausages/patties/bread DR Grant supplying the BBQ machinery  GS 
David organising the Foxhunt  DR Bill to see to publicity details in Interface BC 
Letters to be sent to non-members inviting them to both the BBQ and first GM in February DL 
 

Wine & Food Festival: (8th February) 
Bill to contact Stuart Watchman regarding this event. BC 
 

Guest Speakers for 2020: 
February: Awaiting result of enquiry. March: AGM 
April: Visit to Marlborough Lines Control Room May: Time Through the Ages (Ken Menzies) 
June: Raspberry Pi (David Rothwell) 
 

HAMCRAM:  (18/19th April) 
Description of Christchurch Branch approach to running this event circulated to committee 
members for their consideration. 
A meeting will be held in January of those who have volunteered their services to present 
topics to allocate specific topics. BC 
 

FIELD DAY (HF): (22/23rd Feb) 
Bill volunteered to again coordinate this event. BC 
 

NEXT MEETING: 23rd JANUARY, 2020 
Bill thanked members for their loyalty to the club and their efforts throughout 2019 to ensure its 
continuance.  

Meeting closed: 2055 hrs.  
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Shack Visits: If you are willing to offer members the chance to visit your shack sometime, please advise Bill 
Cousins so that suitable dates throughout next year can be organised.   

AREC REPORT 
On the Friday of 29 November, Ron and I provided communications from the car park in Pine Valley for a group of 
new SAR personnel who were undergoing training to finish their competencies. 
Paul drove the CCV up and Ron followed in his vehicle to the car park where we duly set up the comms network 
with Ron going further into the valley into the pine forest to setup the new signals vhf repeater. We set up further 
communications on ESX 07 for the teams, ESB 57 to the Repeater and DOC 17 for the examiners. 
The exercise finished about midnight Friday and started again at 0600 Saturday morning with the SAR personnel 
carrying out more tasks, duly watched and critiqued by their peers. 
The exercise wound up about 1130 with a de-brief and all personnel leaving the site about noon to return home. 
 

- Paul Rennie, ZK 8 EO, Area Manager, Tasman AREC. 

OBITUARY: Today reading Break In, Ron found David (Dave) Williams ZL 2AWY had died. When Ron told me I 
felt really sad as we had lost contact when he moved North. We both found Dave a lovely quiet man, very mild 
mannered but sweet and sincere.  
He was mainly an HF operator and attended club dinners and helped at, I 
think, 3 Silver Ferns. He helped whenever he could within the constraints 
of health, age and travel. The last Silver Fern he helped at I rostered him 
to suit his age, and when he felt he was at his best, and he attended every 
day.  
Dave and his wife lived in Boon’s Valley, Waikawa. We went to their home 
several times, as a family, and were always welcome.  
He was involved with AREC and we both remember a training on Black 
Birch when there was snow on the top third and he and I, and the Wooding boys, had a snow fight. 
Thanks Dave we will hold you in our memories.  
 

- Ron & Helen Harris 

NEW YEAR’S EVE ON IRLP 
A few days ago I received an email from WQ8M, Scott, in Denver, 
Colorado. He asked whether someone here could contact him and 
others using IRLP while we saw the New Year in.  
A reflector had been allocated for users of the IRLP system 
throughout the world to follow the progress of the New Year 
celebrations around the world. Scott was a little surprised what time 
he would need to be on the air though when he realised the time 
difference. The time in Denver would be  04:00! 
Caryl and I were in Picton to watch the fireworks so I used my handheld to connect to the IRLP reflector just 
before midnight. There were a few others on too from the USA, Japan and Australia.  
A successful start to the New Year and it also meant I was operating portable too on the 1st of January for SOTA 
- Summits On The Air. 
The IRLP doesn’t get much use now and a number of you won’t know what it is. 
IRLP is the Internet Radio Linking Project. It is a system to connect sites (nodes) throughout the world. The club 
has had one operating through the VHF repeaters since 2004. Each node is allocated a 4 digit identifier that is 
used to connect to that node. Our node is 6285. Usually it is only possible to connect to one node at a time, 
unless a reflector is used. A reflector can have many nodes connected at once so all nodes can then hear all the 
others. Reflectors also have a 4 digit ID. 
To connect to a node or reflector, the caller uses DTMF tones to connect. Just transmit 
and send the 4 digits from your radio then release the PTT. A few seconds later a voice 
announcement is heard confirming the connection. You can then carry out a 
conversation as you normally would. To disconnect transmit 73 in DTMF and that’s it. 
 

- Grant Simpson 

Birthday greetings go to Ron Harris, Ken Hynds, Ken 
Menzies and anyone else who will have had a birthday 
since the last newsletter and before the next (including 
me). Please let me know of any other birthdays so I can 
put them in the appropriate newsletter throughout the year. 
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Don’t forget we will also have the annual combined  

BBQ with Branch 26, March 14, at Carluke 
Details for this will be in the next Interface 

WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL 8th FEBRUARY 
If you have not already volunteered, but are available, please contact Stuart ASAP clareandstuart@xtra.co.nz 

Thank you to those who helped at the Christmas Parade (some are pictured here), especially when Grant ended 
up in hospital and had to pull out at the last minute. Thanks also to those who rang to check up on him. He is back 
to his usual self as the bleeding stopped after they stopped his anti-inflammatory and he managed to avoid, just, a 
blood transfusion. 

A reminder you have been invited to the… 
 

NELSON Amateur Radio Club BBQ & Fox Hunt 

When: Sunday 26th January 2020 

Where: Rabbit Island 

Time: 10.30am onwards. Lunch ready 12.30pm. 

Bring: Salad or dessert to share, eating utensils, plates, cups, 
chairs. Fox hunting gear. 
 

They will be set up in the middle of the island somewhere. If you 
can’t find them, call on 7025 repeater for assistance. 
 

Their club supplies hot spuds, sausages, patties, bacon & onions 
so you need to contact Jim Meachen, jim.meachen@xtra.co.nz 
 if you plan to attend!  
 

If wet, cancellation announcement will be made on the 7025 2M 
repeater at 9am. 
 

NO FOXES WILL BE HARMED DURING THESE FOX HUNTS! 

BBQ QUICK GUIDE 
 

12 Jan  Club BBQ & Fox Hunt  
 - Onamalutu 
 

26 Jan  NELSON BBQ & Fox Hunt 
 - Foxes Island 
 

14 Mar Combined Branches 22 & 26  
 BBQ & Fox Hunt 
 - Carluke Hall, Rai Valley 




