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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; 13 Feb EOC, 19.30hrs 
 

Social Group; 20 Feb 12.00hrs - The Vines 
 

Committee Meeting; 27 Feb19.30hrs - EOC 

1. Jock White Field Day .............................................. 22/23 Feb 
2. AGM ..................................................................... 12 March 
3. Grape Ride ............................................................ 28 Mar 
4. Combined BBQ with Branch 26, Carluke .................. 14 Mar 
5. Ham Cram ............................................................. 18/19 April 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

February 2020February 2020February 2020February 2020 

MARLBOROUGH / NELSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS’ COMBINED BBQ AND FOX HUNT  
 
When: Saturday March 14th, 2020  
 

Location: Carluke Hall, Carluke Domain, Rai Valley 
 

Time: 11am onwards 
 

Bring: Salad and/or dessert to share, drink, plates & eating utensils, chair, sun hat, sun screen, handheld to 
participate in the Fox Hunt (and a spare if you have one to lend to someone who hasn’t). 
 
Both clubs will be providing meats, bread, onions, sauce. 
Hall kitchen has an oven, hot water plus cups, plates and cutlery if you forget yours. 
 
If the weather is inclement we can use the hall, it is huge with plenty of space. 
You might need an umbrella or raincoat if it is raining during the Fox Hunt or Toss the Tait.  
 
From SH6, turn right (if from Blenheim) or left (if from Nelson) at the Brown River Reserve into Opouri Rd - the 
way to French Pass, Okiwi Bay, Tennyson Inlet etc. Turn first right where the road splits (Ronga Rd left - don’t go 
that way!) following Opouri Rd. Drive over the bridge and the hall is on your right not far after crossing the bridge. 
Look for Ham vehicles. If lost, call on local 695 Blenheim repeater. 
Come and join the fun with other amateurs. 
You may take the opportunity to arrive there the night before and/or night after if you wish. The toilets will be open 
on the Friday night for those who wish to stay overnight. There is plenty of space for campervans and tents also. It 
will cost $10 for a powered site. 
 
We will be having the usual variety of fun challenges at which to beat Nelson, the Fox Hunt 
being the only specifically radio related competition, so the whole family can enter. Come along 
for the day or stay overnight, it is a fun day out with lots of laughs. 

Challenge 
Trophy 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
28TH November 2019 at 1935 Hrs 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Ken Hynds, Grant Simpson, David Rothwell, Paul Rennie, John Errington, Ken 
Menzies 
 
Apologies: Don Laing 
 
Correspondence: 
 Inward:  Andrew Mackie (Nelson ARC) re their AGM. 
 Outward: Bill to Christchurch (Br 05) re Kaikoura/Ward repeater situation. 
  Email invite to members to visit ZL2AYZ ham shack on 1st December. 
 
Finance: Payments approved: 
 Picton repeater site owner (voucher) 
 Interface Editor 
 Ken Menzies (Repeater components reimbursement) KH 

 
Repeater Report:  
 Still awaiting reply from owner regarding Hollowtop. BC 
 Jamie’s Knob equipment still to be retrieved. GS 
 6m beacon still being serviced. GS 
 Other repeaters operating satisfactorily. 

 
SAR Report:  
 SAR Exercise 29th/30th November at Pine Valley. PR 
 Ron Harris & Paul Rennie in attendance with truck. 

 
Business Arising: 
 Truck shed assets check on 23/11 postponed. PR/DL/KM 
 Christmas Parade adequately staffed.  

Grant to meet with Marlboro4Fun people and send info to operators. GS 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
BBQ: (12th January) 
David to organise sausages/patties/bread DR Grant supplying the BBQ machinery  GS 
David organising the Foxhunt  DR Bill to see to publicity details in Interface  BC 
Letters to be sent to non-members inviting them to both the BBQ and first GM in February DL 
 
Wine & Food Festival: (8th February) 
Bill to contact Stuart Watchman regarding this event. BC 
 
Guest Speakers for 2020: 
February: Awaiting result of enquiry. March: AGM 
April: Visit to Marlborough Lines Control Room May: Time Through the Ages (Ken Menzies) 
June: Raspberry Pi (David Rothwell) 
 
HAMCRAM:  (18/19th April) 
Description of Christchurch Branch approach to running this event circulated to committee members for their 
consideration. 
A meeting will be held in January of those who have volunteered their services to present topics to allocate 
specific topics. BC 
 
FIELD DAY (HF): (22/23rd Feb) 
Bill volunteered to again coordinate this event. BC 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
23rd JANUARY, 2020 
Bill thanked members for their 
loyalty to the club and their 
efforts throughout 2019 to 
ensure its continuance.  

Meeting closed: 2055 hrs.  
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© Linda Stuart guarding chiller 
@ Wine & Food 
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Shack Visits: If you are willing to offer members the chance to visit 
your shack sometime, please advise Bill Cousins so that suitable dates 
throughout next year can be organised.  

MARLBOUROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
23rd January 2020 at 19:35 Hours 

 
Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Ken Hynds, Grant Simpson, Don Laing, Paul Rennie, John Errington, Ken Menzies 
 
Apologies:  David Rothwell 
 
Correspondence: 

Inward:  MDC advising Environmental Plan decisions will be issued 20 Feb 2020 
Outward: emails re horse endurance event & Ham Cram. 

 
Finance: Money received for Xmas parade assistance 
 Payments approved for truck SARTrac radio fittings 
 Accounts being reviewed for AGM 
 
Repeater Report: 
The Ned - Operating OK 

Ward - Messages left with Owner’s and await response B 
Kaikoura - No change KM/SW/GS 

Brayshaw - Remote operation issue caused by 2 Degrees telecom provider changing their IP 

addressing system resolved after many hours of discussion with their technical staff. 
Fixed IP address has been provided at no charge. 

Picton - Operating OK 

6m Beacon - Grant S will progress when he has available time GS 
Jamie’s Knob - Await date for site visit GS 
 
SAR Report:    PR 
Truck booked for Field Day on 30 minute return basis if required by EOC 
    
General Business: 

 Club Assets Audit – Paul R has been progressing. Don L to prepare loan register. PR/KM/DL 

 Don L is looking after antenna analyser as seems to be most popular loan item. 

 HAM Cram - Paul R to advise LandSAR to ascertain their attendees. PR 

Presenter topics drafted nearly ready for issue. BC 

Helen has offered to coordinate morning/afternoon refreshments 

 Shack Visit - Bill C successfully hosted 

 Onamalutu BBQ – Thanks to David for organising foxhunt, Grant & Caryl for BBQ. 
Mailed invitations had worthwhile response. 

 Wine & Food Festival - Stuart Watchman coordinating. BC   

Understand sufficient volunteers. To be followed up 

 Grape Ride – New location (Vines Village?). To check up with Stuart W & Helen H BC 
 

Upcoming Events: 
08 Feb 2020    Wine & Food Festival 
13 Feb 2020 GM Grant S to give presentation on EchoLink & IRLP 
22-23 Feb 2020 Field Day at previous Dillons Point Rd location 
11 Mar 2020    AGM 
28 Mar 2020     Grape Ride 
08 Apr 2020    Visit to Marlborough Lines Control room (instead of GM) 
18-19 Apr 2020  Ham Cram 
 

ISS Amateur Radio Shack 

© Linda 

Tony W guarding 
chiller @ Wine & Food 



Marlborough Amateur Radio Club Inc 
Nomination Form for Committee 

 
2020/2021 

 
 

I Nominate  
 
……………………………………………………………………….  
 
a duly paid member of NZART, Call Sign ………………………. 
 
Position nominated for …………………………………………… 
(Please list one; Club President, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Member, 
AREC Section Leader, Callsign Trustees, Repeater Trustees, Examination 
Supervisors, Morse Examiners, Social Group Manager, QSL Manager, Training, 
Librarian, Hon Auditor, Interface Editor, Webmaster.)                               
 
 
Nomination accepted by: …………………………………Signature 
 
Nominator: ………………………………… 
 
Call Sign: ………………………………… 
 
Seconder: ………………………………… 
 
Call Sign: ………………………………… 
 
 
Nominations must be forwarded to the Club Secretary; either to P.O.Box 432 
Blenheim or by email (donlinda@actrix.co.nz) no later than the 28th February 
2018. 
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ONAMALUTU BBQ 
 
I think it was the biggest turn-out for a club BBQ in many years! We 
had a total of 47 attendees, 42 adults and 5 children. Three were 
from Nelson, Branch 26. Two were a result of the call-out to former 
members I believe. Some were family members visiting from 
overseas. Thank you to those who, unfortunately, had to put in 
apologies but let us know they were unable to attend. 
We also met the DOC ranger who is camped there over summer. 
Turns out he is ZL3FN and he came over early in the day to have a 
chat and warn us that if we heard a crack, to run fast. There is concern that some of the branches above us are 
rotten and could come down at any time. This is why they do not allow camping under those trees on the left side 
of the domain. We like it there as there’s plenty of shade plus a couple of picnic tables and a bench seat. 

Grant and I supplied the BBQ, onions, and several trestle tables. If we have this 
number next year we will need a second BBQ! Dave Rothwell organised the 
bread and meat so we were well supplied with sausages, steak, patties and 
bacon. Instead of sliced bread, he bought buns. These were very popular as 
several people made themselves hamburgers. Dave is considering bringing his 
spit roaster next year - extra deliciousness. 
There was the usual great array of salads of many kinds, supplied by all, so 
something for everyone. The egg salads seemed to be especially popular. We 
had a lot more desserts and sweet treats this year which were also enjoyed by all. 
So much so that I forgot to take a photo of them before they were eaten! Pav, 
apple shortcake and brownies, trifle, mini cupcakes, fruit chunks, scorched 
almonds, chocolates and cheesecake to name a few. 
The weather was a bit iffy, with calm periods then sudden gusts of wind. Black 
clouds moved overhead with the occasional few spits blown our way. Just after 
lunch a fine mist tried hard to rain on our parade but did not amount to much. It 
certainly didn’t stop those heading off on the Fox Hunt, organised by Dave 
Rothwell. He added extra difficulty by handing out pens and paper and telling 
participants that when they found the fox, they would find a code. They had to 
note down the code then crack it to get the answer.  

It took quite some time for the fox to be found and the surrounding native bush was full of radio static, beeps and 
mutters as Hams wandered about trying to locate the elusive animal. Please note that no actual foxes were 
harmed during this event. 
Tony W was first to find the fox with Grant close behind him. There was 
then a group of people finding it together. First to crack the code was Ken 
M with Caryl second (on behalf of Grant who had got sidetracked talking to 
the DOC ranger) and Gerard third. I may even have been first but didn’t 
realise the answer, thyristor, was actually a real word! Congratulations to 
Tony W and Ken M. 
There were all sorts of conversations taking place throughout the area but 
I think the most interesting comment came from Deborah Errington when 
she remarked that husband John had purchased an FLIR (Forward 
Looking Infrared Radar) thermal detector and they had discovered that her 
toes were generally 5° colder than his. 
Some of the children enjoyed a swim. The water is still as cold as it used to be when I swam there as a child! A 
number enjoyed following the many walking tracks that wend their way through the bush. 
By mid afternoon people started drifting off home, probably to have a SCAN (Senior Citizen Afternoon Nap) and 
by the time Grant and I left, at 3.15pm, there was only a handful left, still happily nattering away. 
Thank you to all who attended and I hope you did all enjoy yourselves as much as it appeared! Don’t forget we 
have the combined Carluke BBQ happening in March and we need a good turn-out of members to make sure we 
are able to retain the trophy. We only won last year after a tiebreaker and were outnumbered 17½ to 13. 

First cars arriving 

Queueing for food 

Bread & salad array 
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Rules are explained 

DOC Ranger ZL3FN’s campsite 
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HORSE ENDURANCE EVENT  -  FEBRUARY 1/2ND 2020 
 

At three weeks notice, the club took on communications for a South Island Championship equestrian event that 
tests horse and rider endurance over long distances. The club has performed this task twice in the past, the last 
time being in 2015 led by Rob Carter and Kaye Hannagan.  
With so much else going on at this time (Wine & Food Festival, 
Field Day, etc) I was initially sceptical about taking it on at such 
short notice and without Rob and Kaye’s experience of such 
events, but a circulated email soon revealed enough member 
support to focus my thinking more positively! 
The event requires us to establish several outstations around 
three basic courses for purposes of keeping limited track time-
wise of the competitors as they traverse their selected routes 
and report any incidents or competitor concerns, as well as 
keeping the event organisers aware of when they can expect 
entrants to return to their base after covering a course.  As the 
basic courses are only 20, 30 and 40km long, some competitors 
(e.g. those entering the 160km, or 120km, etc events) would 
have to traverse several loops to complete their specific 
requirements. Welfare regulations required a compulsory rest period between loops for both rider and horse, the 
latter being checked by a vet to ensure they were coping. Hence the need for the organisers to be aware of when 
a group was about to descend upon them. 
You may have twigged by now to the fact that covering such lengths on a horse at tolerable speed is going to take 
some time! It did, and necessitated the 160km people, for example, starting at 1am on Saturday morning and the 
120km folk at 3am Sunday morning in order to complete their course sometime in the afternoon. Other lesser 
distances were mostly able to start at more civilised times. For that reason, although all outstation operators did 
sterling service, I pay special tribute to Harry Stephens (ZL2HES) and Ian Conway (ZL2BGL) who started at the 
outrageous early hours and continued until they could be stood down late in the morning, if not lunchtime. It might 
have been longer was it not for the other volunteers which allowed some relief. Also Paul Rennie (no rest for the 
wicked, they say) who, no sooner had he knocked off on Saturday, had to handle a potential AREC callout. 
Fortunately (for us all) it eventually came to nothing, 

A few of us had operated as outstations in previous horse 
events, but Chris Grant was the only one who had had 
limited Base experience. This operation was reasonably 
straight-forward in the wee small hours when only the really 
long distance riders were in the field, but as the day dawned 
and the other shorter sections came into play, the handling 
of incoming data became more complicated. I would 
therefore also thank Chris for her efforts to keep Base 
operations sane and sensible, especially on Sunday 
afternoon when she was on her own. Fortunately, by 
Sunday we had a better handle on how best to deal to it. A 
record will be kept of our experience so that future (?) 
organisers may be more aware of what to look out for, which 
may or may not help. 
The weather was fine, but very warm during the day. The 
courses were largely confined to the area just west of 

Renwick and Hawkesbury and therefore communications were adequately handled via the Ned repeater. Yes, we 
could have done it simplex (which was our backup between Base and outstations) but it was useful for everyone 
to hear all of the traffic, which may not have been the case with simplex. The Ned also allowed for some amusing 
banter between the comedians which gave us a laugh when it was needed. For those of a more serious nature, I 
think I can say that it did not compromise radio etiquette or standards. 
The event organisers seemed to be satisfied with our efforts and intend putting a substantial donation the club’s 
way on the strength of it. So my grateful thanks to all who took part, especially at short notice and in view of the 
other events pending on our calendar.  We’ve sure hit the ground running this year! 
Base Operators: Chris Grant, Bill Cousins 
Outstation stalwarts: Harry Stephens, Ian 
Conway, Paul Rennie, Stuart Watchman, Tony 
Whitaker, Don Laing 
 
- Bill Cousins (report & photos) 
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SILENT KEY - ROBIN YORK, ZL2BGD (1950 - 2020) 
 

A number of members will remember Robin, even though he has not been a club member for 
many years. When he was involved, he volunteered at many events and also served as 
President at one point. 
He ran Ham classes with Grant - and taught Helen Harris at these. She remembers him being 
very good at explaining things simply and making the information easy to understand. 
Jim Meachen says Robin was one of his first radio contacts after he got his Ham licence, 
Robin in Nelson at that time and Jim in Upper Hutt, both still school boys. When Jim attended 
his first Ham event away from home, he stayed with Robin and his dad (ZL2BBS), the two of 
them taking him under their wing. 
Robin and Ken Menzies became brothers in law when Robin married Ken’s sister, Pat. Ken says he was very 
pleased at the time as it gave him someone with which to share his love of electronics. Before that, Robin and 
Grant were flatmates and, when Grant and I married in 1977, Robin was our best man (the above photo is from 
that day). They also worked together for many years, starting in the radio depot at the Post Office (Grant in 1967 
and Robin in 1968) then when it changed to Telecom. In 2000, when Telecom was divided up into different areas, 
Robin ended up working for Areva, which later became Alstom, among other names, before becoming 
Broadspectrum whereas Grant went to Downer. 
Robin’s health had not been the best but he deteriorated rapidly after Christmas. Our thoughts go out to Pat, 
daughters Karleen and Samara and the rest of his family. 
Robin’s funeral will be held 1.30pm, Tuesday Feb 11, at St Christopher’s Church, 92 Weld St. Redwoodtown. 
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WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL 2020 
 

Another festival has come and gone. Many thanks to Stuart Watchman for his organisational skills plus volunteers 
Grant Simpson, Helen & Ron Harris, Ian Conway, Don & Linda Laing, Paul Rennie, Ian McKercher, Chris de 
Wagt, Chris Grant, Tony Whitaker, Bernie Lankshear, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Bill Cousins, John Errington, Rob 
Carpenter and Wayne Parker.  
Everything went well from a communications and chiller point of view. This year was quite quiet, similar to last 
year. The temperature was very warm, without being stinking hot, and the shade tents were well utilised. Although 
there was a total fire ban, there were problems with people who felt this did not include cigarettes! They were 
strongly informed that it was a smoke free zone, including the vineyard but security had to be called a number of 
times to add reinforcement to the ban. 
The usual food, sandwiches, muffins and fruit, in the workers’ tent was not supplied this year with organisers 
claiming they had never provided food and us assuring them that they had done so for the past 30 or so years! 
Hopefully this will be addressed and fixed before the next festival! 
Thank you to all who helped on the day. The money raised from this helps keep our club subs low and keep our 
equipment up to date etc. Thanks to Helen Harris and Linda Laing for the photos, since I wasn’t there this year. 

Stuart & Helen hand out radios to 
Lions personnel on car park duty 

Getting Base organised Grant & Helen at Base 

Grant & Ian at Base Ron (far right) on duty at entrance John E makes a point to Stuart 

© Linda © Linda 

© Linda 

© Linda © Helen © Helen 



 

WESTFEST 2020  
 
Nelson Branch 26 is hosting the “WESTFEST 2020” in Murchison over the weekend of April18-19th.  

It will be held at the Murchison Bowling Club Rooms, meeting and registering from 9.30am on the Saturday and 
get underway at 10.30am.  

Saturday Morning sessions from 10.30 - 12.30.  

Lunch 12.30 - 1.30pm  

Afternoon sessions from 1.30 - 5.00 and an afternoon tea break in there somewhere.  

Sunday commences at 9.00am and finishes up by 12.30pm.  

We are looking for presentations from anyone, with a theme of interest to our Hobby.  
Anything will be considered and from filling a time slot from 15min increments to 45 mins.  

White Board, OHP and powerpoint projector will be available to presenters.  

Sales table for any preloved equipment will operate $10 per head registration  

A raffle to help defray expenses will be held. 

Participants to organise own accommodation and meals.  

Please help by conjuring up people to present a paper  

Hope to see you all in Murchison.  

Contact for info and registering your presentation is as follows... 

 

Stewart Robinson ZL2STR on one of the following  

strobnz@gmail.com  

03 5475036  

022 4590415  

6 Willow Ave, Stoke, Nelson 7011.  
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FIELD DAY REMINDER Feb 22/23 
 

The annual HF Field Day is coming up and we will again be 
at the end of Dillons Point Road. Operators and assistance 
with the putting-up and taking-down will again be required.   
Installation begins at 12 noon Saturday with operational kick
-off at 3pm. A break between midnight and 6am Sunday 
allows some rest and the event finishes at 3pm.   
You can offer to operate for as long or as short as you like. 
We have not been able to wrest the Midland trophy from our 
southern competitors in recent years as we have not had 
enough operators to staff all time slots.  Maybe we can do 
better in 2020? The event is an enjoyable time in pleasant 
surroundings and well worth a visit, even for a short time. 
Interested?? Contact Bill ASAP  
b.cousins@xtra.co.nz 
579 3121 

PERCUSSIVE MAINTENANCE 
CYCLE POWER TO THE PANEL 

HIGH IMPEDANCE AIR-GAP 
ORGANIC GROUNDING 

THERMALLY RECONFIGURED 
KINETIC DISASSEMBLY 

THERMAL SHOCK 

I hit it and it started working 
Turn it off and turn it on again 
I forgot to plug it in 
I got electrocuted 
It melted 
It blew up 
It burned 

UNDERSTANDING ENGINEERS 




