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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

AGM; 12 March EOC, 19.30hrs 
 

Social Group; 19 March 12.00hrs - The Vines 
 

Committee Meeting; 26 March19.30hrs - EOC 

1. AGM (which does not stand for All Go Missing) ....... 12 March 
2. Combined BBQ with Branch 26, Carluke .................... 14 March 
3. Grape Ride .................................................................. 28 March 
4. Visit to Marlborough Lines Control Room ................... 8 April 
5. Ham Cram ................................................................... 18/19 April 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

March 2020 

Amateur Radio corner at Stuart & Jody’s wedding 
 

L-R: Karen Gooding, groom Stuart (ZL2TW), 
Debbie Morgan (ZL2DL, NZART Business 
Manager), Helen Harris (ZL2HH), bride Jody, 
Steve Morgan, Grant Simpson (ZL2BK), Topsy 
Scott (ZL2LS, Nelson Secretary), Jim Meachen 
(ZL2BHF, Nelson CQ Editor & NZART Official 
Broadcaster) Ron Harris (ZL2BDD) Mark Gooding 
(ZL2UFI, NZART President),  
Phil Holliday (ZL3PAH, former NZART VP & 
Councillor) and his wife, Maggie, left early before 
this was taken. 

CONGRATULATIONS STUART & JODY - MARRIED 15th Feb 2020 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING 
EOC 13 January 2020 at 19:35 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Menzies, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Don Jamieson, Ron 
Harris, Grant Simpson, John Errington, Ian Conway, Graeme McKay, Chris Grant, Antony Winter, Paul Rennie, 
Philip Middlemiss, Tony Whitaker 
 

Apologies: Gavin Piercy, Ken Hynds, Helen Harris, Bernie Lankshear 
 

Silent standing tribute held in memory of Robin York 
 

Correspondence:  
 Inward - MDC advise that Environmental Plan decision will be publically released on 20 February 2020 at 1pm 
 Outward - Sympathy card to Wayne Parker upon death of his mother 
 

Finance:  
 Accounts have been reviewed and await mailed return. 
 Donation received for assistance to Horse Endurance Club at their recent event 
 Await money from Wine & Food festival assistance 

 

Matters Arising:       
The Chair expressed thanks for Club member support at the recent Christmas Parade, Horse Endurance Event 
and Wine & Food Festival which provided valuable financial assistance to the Club. 
 

REPORTS: 
Repeater: 
The Ned - Operating OK 
Ward - Owner apologised for lack of response but advised that he has yet to visit farm and make a decision. BC 
Kaikoura - Hardware build completed by Ken M and Grant is finalising the software GS 
Brayshaw - Now OK. Internet link failed earlier in month due to Internet Provider (2 Degrees) changing their IP 
addressing system. Resolved by them providing a fixed IP address at no charge. Been noticed that antenna cable 
loose in some places. Site visit to be arranged to lower mast and carry out any maintenance required. GS 
Picton - Operating OK 
6m Beacon - All complete but fire restrictions may prevent site access. If so will test on house discone aerial. GS 
Jamie’s Knob - Still await access advice from Downer tech. GS 
 

SAR / AREC: PR 
Worked on Comms truck to get SARTrak system with laptop PC working 
Call out to Pelorus Sound to find female hiker who got lost following trap line markers instead of different coloured 
track markers. She had cell phone communication but no EPIRB. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 MDC Environmental Plan - see correspondence  DL 
 MARC assets - Being progressed by Paul R. When complete propose to put list on MARC website.  

Loan form & register being prepared by Don L. The Antenna Analyser, which seems to be most popular 
loan item, is being held by Don L to be easily available for members. Many books also in shed which could 
be included in MARC library. Proposed that library list also be on MARC website.  
Robin York donated megger to be included in assets DL/KH/PR 

 Club Questionnaire - Assessment with skills register nearly collated for issue. Members wishing to be 
private and have not so far indicated need to advise ASAP as publication imminent.  BC 

 Ham Cram - Topics have been allocated to tutors. NZART study books printing has been arranged. 
Advertising to be topic at next Committee meeting. Noted that HamCram dates same as WestFest. 
Secretary to contact WestFest organisers to ascertain if possible for them to change their dates.       BC/DL 

 Club Promotion - suggestion that at next Brayshaw Park Heritage Day consideration be given to a MARC 
display adjacent to radio shop exhibit. Comment that had been done in past with no resulting new members 

 Bill C tabled boxes of magazines and filed technical articles for members’ perusal and taking before being 
disposed. 

 

Future Events 
22-23 Feb Field Day at previous Dillons Point Rd location. Setup starts midday.  
 Contest 03:00 - 12:00pm Saturday, 06:00am - 03:00pm Sunday as per rules 
 Evening sausage BBQ. All welcome to assist or socialise 
11 March AGM -  Nominations open, members asked to consider 
 Reports to Secretary, copied to Caryl for Interface publication, by 29 February 2020 
28 March Grape Ride. Stuart W is coordinating. Call for Volunteers. List started at this meeting. 
08 April Visit to Marlborough Lines Control room (instead of GM) 
18-19 April Ham Cram 
 

Meeting closed 20:15 
 

Meeting Presentation: Grant Simpson on IRLP & Echolink systems with demonstration using MARC IRLP link 
 

Next meeting - AGM 
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MARLBOUROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
27

th
 February 2020 at 19:35 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Ken Hynds, Grant Simpson, Don Laing, David Rothwell, John Errington, Ken 
Menzies 
 

Apologies: Paul Rennie 
 

Chairman expressed his thanks for the support at the Horse Trial, Wine & Food Festival and the Field Day. 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: MDC issued Environmental Management Plan decisions issued 20 Feb 2020 
 Ian Conway request for reimbursement for table purchase and authority to purchase a second as 
 replacements for old heavy wooden tables. 
 Nomination forms received for President, Treasurer, Secretary, Interface Editor, QSL Manager, AREC 
 Section Leader, 2 x Examiners & 4 x Committee members. 
 AGM Annual reports received from President, QSL Manager, Examiner & Repeater Trustee 
Outward: Emails re EMP. 
 

Finance: Total funds - healthy 
  Monies received for Wine & Food Festival assistance 
  Invoice for Post Box charges received 
  Accounts audit review has been received for AGM. 
 

Business Arising: 
 MDC EMP Decisions. Motion that these be accepted by MARC and MDC to be advised accordingly 

 Moved B. Cousins, Seconded J. Errington, For All, Against None DL  
 I Conway table purchase reimbursement and purchase of second. 

 Payment approved & second table purchase agreed DL 
 B Cousins proposed purchase of a MFJ Battery Voltage Booster. Only one, lent by Stuart Watchman, 

was available during Field Day and the second transceiver was reduced to 50% power due to battery 
voltage drop. Don L and Grant S offered to use their ‘YouShop’ accounts for delivery from USA 
 Purchase approved  DL 

 

Repeater Report: 
The Ned - Operating OK  
Ward - Still no response from Owner. Ken M suggested that we send him photographs of original Ward repeater 
set up for clarification of installation. Bill C advised that Ian Conway had suggested alternative properties he knew 
of a little further South. One Owner contacted and they had agreed. Proposal agreed to set up STSP at locations 
to signal test and confirm if they were suitable operating locations  
Kaikoura - Testing & de-bugging in progress  
Brayshaw - Operating OK  
Picton - Operating OK  
6m Beacon - Still in progress 
Jamie’s Knob - Chasing Downer Tech for site visit date but he is on leave at present. Grant S has since obtained 
farmer’s contact details for future access.  
 

SAR Report: No report   PR 
 

General Business: 
 Club Assets Audit - Paul R advised that he has found original loan book. Don L draft loan form accepted. 

To print out, collate in A5 folder and place conspicuously in Truck shed.  PR/KM/DL 
 HAM Cram  BC 

Dates - Agreed that will proceed with current dates 18~19 April 2020. Don L to confirm availability as tutor 
ASAP. Gerard van A advised that he can tutor some topics and John E advised he could tutor additional 
subjects if advised soon. David R advised that he will be on call that period due to the wine harvest so there 
is a low risk he will be called to work. 
Course Fee - agreed to be $35 per attendee however scholarships will be considered for school students. 
In the event of oversubscription school students will be given priority and an additional course offered later 
to the rest. Bill C to contact NZART to ascertain if promotion special subscription rates for new members 
were still available.  
Additional roles  
Catering - Helen H has confirmed that she will arrange for morning & afternoon refreshments. (Attendees 
to bring own lunches to avoid special dietary requirements)  
Correspondence - Ken M for attendee correspondence, fee collection and issue of Study Books. 
Dedicated gmail address to be set up by Don L. Also confirmed to initially print only 10 copies of Student 
Study books as Grant S can quickly prepare additional copies if needed. Also confirmed that Question 
Book with answers required. Tutor Study books handed to the Tutors present. 
Advertising - Don L was volunteered. Bill C to forward contact for Rory to ascertain what Branch 05 did. A 
theme or slogan needs to be thought up especially to prepare a promotional slide show for the Town clock 



 

advertising. John E offered to help brainstorm. Suggested contacts were Marlborough Girls, Boys & Queen 
Charlotte colleges, NZ Motor Caravan Association and Greypower.  
Understand that Paul R in contact with LandSAR to ascertain their attendees  

 

Upcoming Events: 
Grape Ride - Confirmed that Stuart W is coordinating. Chris G has been calling for volunteers and more required.  

11 Mar 2020    AGM 
28 Mar 2020     Grape Ride 
08 Apr 2020    Visit at Marlborough Lines Control room (instead of GM) 
 Meet directly at Marlborough Lines Building, 7:30pm 
18-19 Apr 2020  Ham Cram 

 

Meeting Closed: 20:50 

As my tenure in office has only been for half of the year, my 
report really only covers that period. 
However, it has been a busy time for the club and one is 
grateful for the support and encouragement of members in 
trying to progress some long-standing issues as well as the 

regular activities. 
The lack of our southern repeaters continues to be a thorn in the flesh and I see this as the main 
issue on our agenda. I wish I could say that there has been more significant progress in this area 

than is the case. A big disappointment was to be refused access to the old Weld Cone site, thus necessitating 
investigation into an alternative. Hollowtop, south of Weld Cone seemed to offer the best opportunity and site 
tests proved its worth for both coverage of the Ward area as well as a link to Kaikoura. Significant progress was 
also made in gaining access to the Kaikoura site on the Peninsula. Since then, equipment has been made ready 
for installation at that site once the “Ward” site is re-established. 
However, the holdup has been getting permission to install the Ward repeater at Hollowtop. The owner of the land 
there is an absentee landlord who said he wanted some information on what amateur radio was all about, and 
having been supplied with that, then stated he would like to visit the site before giving permission. After a 
considerable delay, enquiries in January to the farm manager indicated that the owner’s visits to the property are 
rare and that no recent visit had apparently been made. A further phone call to the owner elicited an apology but 
we still await the elusive permission. The current fire ban probably ensures no access for the next month or so.  
There is the possibility of an as yet untested alternative to Hollowtop but, having carried out the previous 
successful tests, one is reluctant to dismiss Hollowtop out of hand at this stage. 
Meantime, other remote sites have also had their issues, but we hope for a solution and the removal of the 
frustrating “ongoing” label before long. 
The question of succession planning is also a work in progress. 
A very helpful indication of members’ interests via the circulated questionnaire has assisted with planning in the 
future and determining general meeting speakers of interest. Over the next year we hope to address at least the 
majority of the ideas expressed. 
A major exercise coming up in April is the HamCram, where we hope to offer candidates the opportunity to study 
for, and attempt, the ham exam over a weekend of extensive instruction. A very good group of six tutors have 
stepped up to the mark to ensure this runs and it will be very interesting to see how many offer as “students”. 
I have been very gratified by the support of members for the regular events such as the Christmas Parade, Wine 
& Food Festival and an unexpected Horse Endurance event. All of these bring in substantial financial returns to 
the club, as does the up-coming Graperide. Field Day is not a fundraiser but it can be fun and hopefully will also 
be well supported. So, if you have been involved in any of those, please accept our grateful thanks as we trust for 
your continued support. It is not taken for granted but much appreciated in these days when there are so many 
demands on people’s time.    
Late breaking news is that the Marlborough District Council Environmental Decision Plan has at last been 
promulgated and the result is, to quote Douglas Birt “…as good as we (NZART) have received anywhere.” His 
recommendation is that we accept it and be glad. So congratulations to all who had input to that submission.  
Finally, I would like to thank all members for their contributions of goodwill to the club. Having heard dreadful 
stories of division and subversive actions in other organisations I am very grateful that we all seem to be good 
friends who support each other and keep the ship on an even keel. Long may that continue! 
 

- Bill Cousins, ZL2AYZ 

2019/2020 
 

Please note the AGM Minutes on the next page are from 
last year, you have not missed this year’s AGM. Please 
read all Minutes and Reports so they can be ’Taken as 
read’ at the upcoming AGM so save a lot of time! 

 AGM 

12 M
arch 

EOC 19.30
hrs 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 87th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
EOC 14 March 2019, 19:90 

 
Present: Grant Simpson (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Tony Whitaker, Chris Grant, Bill 
Cousins, Paul Rennie, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Kevin Berg, Bernie Lankshear, Antony Winter, Graeme McKay, 
Stuart Watchman, Rob Carter, Klaus Lutsch (Guest)  
 
Apologies: Ian Conway, John Errington, John Neal, Wayne Parker, Gavin Piercy, Helen & Ron Harris, Don 
Jamieson, Chris Bryant, Roger & Colleen Lawson, Lara McIntyre 
 
Minutes of the 2018 AGM:  
 p. Gerard Van Antwerpen    s.  Bill Cousins Carried 
 
Matters arising: Nil 
 

Correspondence: None 
      

REPORTS: 
Financial: Balance sheet and asset list (distributed via separate email) 
 p. Ken Hynds   s.  Bernie Lankshear       Carried 
  
The following reports were published in the March 2018 Interface or distributed via separate email: 

 QSL Manager 

 President 

 Exam Supervisors 

 AREC 

 Social Group 
Reports accepted  
 p. Don Laing   s. Paul Rennie Carried 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  
President:  Vacant  
Vice President:  proposed Ken Menzies  (absent - to be confirmed) 
Secretary:  Don Laing  
Treasurer:  Ken Hynds  
Account reviewer: Blenheim Accounting Services 
 p. Ken Hynds     s. Gerard Van Antwerpen    Carried 
 
Committee:  
Grant Simpson, Stuart Watchman, Paul Rennie, David Rothwell, John Errington 
 
QSL Manager:  Bill Cousins 
Examination Supervisors: John Neal 
 Bill Cousins 
 

Call Sign Trustees:  Ian Conway 
 Stuart Watchman 
 

Repeater Trustees:  Grant Simpson 
  Ken Menzies 
 

Morse examiner:   Ken Menzies 
 

Social Group Coordinators:  Chris Grant / Christine Conway 
 

Librarian:  Gerard Van Antwerpen 
 

Interface Editor:  Grant advises that Caryl Simpson has agreed to continue 
 

Web Master:    Gerard Van Antwerpen 
 

AREC Section Leader:             Paul Rennie                  
                               
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Subscription for 2019 ~ 20: Agreed to remain at $20 individual,   $25 family 
 p Don Laing    s. Gerard Van Antwerpen Carried 
Insurance premium payment ( >$1000 ) authorized 
 p  Ken Hynds   s  Chris Grant  Carried 
 

Meeting closed at 19:57 

S 
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QSL MANAGER’S REPORT  -  2020 
 

After a bumper year in 2018, the number of cards received in the past year had dropped to less than half. This is 
largely due to one recipient presumably now getting them 
directly but may also be due to the fact that many, especially 
those confirming FT8 contacts, are sending E-qsls.  
However, many awards, especially ARRL and other sought-
after awards still require proof by “paper” cards. 
32 cards were received this year for ZL2AYZ/ZL3VZ and 
ZL7C, the most exotic of which was from 9M0O Lyang 
Lyang Island. Although there has been quite a bit of DX 
activity through the year despite the lull in the sunspot cycle, 
most QSL exchanges with such stations is carried out 
directly or via LoTW. This was certainly the case with the 
ZL7C exercise to the Chathams, although even then the 
requests for cards was surprisingly small. I guess that 
indicates that the numerous expeditions there these days 
has made it less rare.  
 

- Bill Cousins, ZL2AYZ 
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WEBMASTER REPORT 
 

Our website, ZL2KS, will be starting its fifth year now and there have been no problems that I’m aware of.  
The site stats list about 70 visits every month, of which 15 - 25 are unique ones, but the last 3 months this has 
shot up to around 200 and 100. As some (or all?) of these visits may be just other computers trawling through the 
internet, it’s hard to say how many people are actually using the site. 
We are using about 340 Mb from the 1024 available, so around 35%, at a yearly cost of $64.50 ($20 for the 
domain name, and $59.50 for the webhosting). 
Every month the club’s newsletter is added to the site, and occasionally some 
other information is added or updated. There are currently 11 pages on the site, 
with information on our repeaters, remote HF-station, newsletter, some 
committee matters, AREC, and some presentations. 
If there is anything you feel we need to add please let the committee know and 
it will be considered. 
 

- Gerard ZL2GVA 

 
EXAMINER’S REPORT  -  2019/20 

 

When I mentioned that, after no examinees in 2018, someone 
might like to offer to organise a HamCram to bring in a few ex-
aminees, I never thought that it would land on my plate! 
Well, it has, and we have a HamCram being organised for April 
this year. Already we have several candidates indicating an in-
tention to attend. So, after another lean year of no examinees in 
2019, I expect my next report to be far more fruitful!  Whether 
this also leads to an increase in club members remains to be 
seen, but that is something we can all help to ensure.  
 

- Bill Cousins, ZL2AYZ 

 
SOCIAL LUNCHEON REPORT 

 

We have continued to have our monthly lunch meet up on 
the third Thursday of each month, at The Vines Restaurant, 
Redwood Tavern, with an average of approx 7 - 8 
attendees. 
We are sad to report we have lost two of our regular 
members, Bev Emslie and Sheena Bradfield, as well as 
Ash and Barbara now being homebound and not able to 
attend. We all miss their company. However, more recently we have welcomed some newer members to the club, 
as well as one or two recently retired members, and would welcome anyone else who would like to join us. These 
lunches are most enjoyable and a good chance to thrash out plenty of topics, not always radio related. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact either of us if you would like more details. 
 

- Christine and Chris, ZL2CHG 



REPEATER REPORT 
 

Another year with little progress on the repeaters.  
We still don’t have a definite site for the Ward repeater, although there has been contact with the landowner. We 
have tested the site on Hollow Top (toward the coast from Mirza, just south of Ward) for coverage and it was 
similar to the old site on Weld Cone. 
Kaikoura site was visited and checked for room in the cabinet for our equipment. The battery will need to be 
replaced and we will need to add more solar panel capacity as well. The hardware has been built and the 
controller is being programmed so the Ward to Kaikoura link can be tested. 
The Ned repeater has been working well but there are occasional bursts of noise which have been very difficult to 
identify. Some maintenance was done that resulted in a big improvement to the interference problems. This is not 
an easy task due to the difficult access. Everything has to be carried up a steep rocky hill and only when the 
weather is clear and not windy. 
The Picton repeater had a few strange problems that appeared to lock up the controller. Unfortunately, this meant 
the repeater radio and the link radio failed. After two visits, and no cause found each time, a power reset of the 
controller brought it back to life. It was later realised that the failures occurred at night but of course the visits were 
always during a sunny day. The batteries had failed and the repeater was running on solar power. Two batteries 
were taken to the site as temporary replacements and have been working ever since.  
A remote reset device has been added to the Picton repeater. A 9 digit DTMF code is detected on the link 
receiver audio before it connects to the controller. This operates a relay that causes a power reset of the 
controller. It has been used twice to restore normal operation so has proved its worth. 
The STSP developed a voltage sensitive oscillation in the transmitter so a replacement has been installed. Fault 
cured. 
The 6 metre beacon is being re-built after it failed and could not be repaired easily. It has a GPS locked frequency 
synthesiser and is fully programmable, including the Morse Code ID. It can be set to WSPR mode as well if 
required. The amplifier is not producing enough power at present but once repaired, the beacon will be re-
installed. 
The APRS digi-peater on Jamie’s Knob is still to be removed from the Chorus building and will be reinstalled in its 
own container at the base of the present antenna. This will require a battery and solar system too. 
The remote HF at Brayshaw Park failed while I was away in West Australia for three weeks. Remote access to the 
site proved the computer and link were both working correctly. The radio seemed to be working but the audio and 
some controls were not. It was too difficult to do any further analyses. Bill Cousins called in to the site and 
checked it over but could not see any problems. The fault was eventually proved to be within the Kenwood Radio 
itself. A temporary replacement has been installed and it is working well. 
A three day long problem with the Internet meant the Remote HF, Remote 695 access and the IRLP stopped 
working at the same time. This was found to be due to a change to Network Address Translation used by the 
Internet provider. This is necessary to allow more efficient use of IPv4 addressing due to the shortage of available 
addresses. The provider shifted our access to a fixed IP to solve this problem and waived the $10.00 a month 
charge. There has been no problem since. 
 

- Grant Simpson, ZL2BK 
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AREC REPORT 
 

This last year AREC had a number of callouts, with all lost persons 
being rescued. 
Also, AREC have had members become aligned with Marlborough 
SAR to become SAR Members as well. 
We hope to get some SAR members sitting, and hopefully passing, 
their Amateur ticket this April. 
 

- Paul Rennie, AREC Section Leader, Branch 22 

 
MARC 
AGM 

“You’re not allowed to use the 
sprinkler system to keep your 

audience awake.” 

 



Our Dunedin member, Dave Allen, would like to invite you to participate in the nightly, Monday - Friday, QNI NZ 
Net at 9pm on 3535 CW.  
He appreciates that QN signals are not common here, as they come 
from ARRL. 
Dave is Director of Blind-Sight Ltd and offers computer training and 
support worldwide, equipment or Braille production. He was one of 
the speakers at the Dunedin conference and spoke about his life 
and disabilities (sorry if that term is not PC these days) and how he 
ended up in NZ. He is American by birth but has been in NZ many 
years now. 
He was one of the first out of the district to ask to be able to use our 
remote HF radio. Grant turns it on for him week nights, checks all 
settings are correct then Dave is able to take over with specialised 
software on his computer to interface with the remote. 

P8 of 13 



P9 of 13 



Marlborough Amateur Radio Club (MARC) 
New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) and 

Marlborough District Council (MDC) Environmental Plan (MEP) 
 

Back on the 9
th
 June 2016 MDC announced a review of the MEP and was, in the interests of bureaucratic 

efficiency, consolidating the Resource Management Plan, Environmental Plan and Planning Regulations into one 
overall document with a planned issue date of 14

th
 December 2018.  

This document was finally announced & issued 20
th
 February 2020, 14 months later. 

 

However, this saga started much earlier in 2013 when Kaye Hannagan was MARC President. She presented a 
comprehensive, professional, submission to the MDC to maintain Amateur Radio rights under the Wairau Awatere 
Resource Management Plan which was being reviewed at the time. MARC proposed that the erection and 
maintenance of aerials and their structures be included under the definition of a network utilities operation. This 
was eventually accepted by MDC. 
 

Back to June 2016, Kaye & Rob collected the proposed plan from MDC (4 large volumes which must weigh 
10+kg) and after wading through this tome, it seemed the previously agreed definition had not been carried 
through and there was no mention of Amateur Radio facilities. It was also thought that if a serious legal dispute, 
regarding an amateur aerial installation ever eventuated, this MDC definition, to be included as a network 
operation, could not be substantiated in a court argument. This being due to the definitions in the MEP referenced 
National Acts of Parliament related to Utilities and to Telecommunications Facilities, as well as the RMA itself, 
clearly did not include amateur radio aerial facilities. 
 

Hence it was decided to present another submission to incorporate clearly defined Amateur Radio Configurations. 
Kaye & Rob provided valuable background information so, with this in hand, Grant Simpson (President in 2016) & 
I approached Douglas Birt, the NZART LGLO (Local Government Liaison Officer). Douglas took us by the hand 
and with his experience with similar submissions to several NZART branches in similar situations with their local 
councils, a large submission document was prepared and submitted to MDC August 2016. 
 

Eventually, a submission hearing was obtained on 23
rd

 May 2018. Grant attended, bearing several collinear 
antenna, to demonstrate to the Commissioners & Councillors the minimal visual affect these would have mounted 
on a roof, especially compared to power poles & overhead cables commonly strung everywhere.  
After that we were basically spinning our wheels, with very little information being gleaned from the MDC as to 
what was being decided. It was finally released recently with full fan fare and regalia. 
Much to our relief, the MDC decision practically agrees to that originally requested in the MARC/NZART 
submission. Hopefully, this will now provide specific legal regulations to support Amateur Radio activities in the 
future. 
 

An extract of the MDC EMP decision follows. The full decision document can be found at the following website. 
 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Your%
20Counc i l /Env ironmenta l%20Pol ic y%20and%20Plans /MEP_Dec is ions /MEP_Dec is ion_Top ic /
Topic_20_Utilities_and_Designations.pdf 
 

MDC EMP Decision  
78. A new rule is inserted in the Plan as follows:  
X.3.X Amateur Radio Configurations  
X.3.X.1 Except as specified below, the Recession Plane and Height Controls do not apply to any antenna or 
support structure.  
X.3.X.2 Any part of an antenna or support structure must not overhang property boundaries.  
X.3.X.3 Any of the elements making up an antenna must not exceed 80mm in diameter.  
X.3.X.4 The maximum height of any support structure (including antenna) shall not exceed the height limit 
otherwise applicable to structures, except that:  
(a) one free standing support structure (including antenna) per site may exceed the maximum height for a 
structure, up to a maximum of 20m; and  
(b) any support structure (including antenna) attached to a building may exceed the height of the building by no 
more than 7m  
X.3.X.6 The maximum number of antennas on a site shall not exceed 12.  
X.3.X.7 For horizontal HF yagi or loop antenna, the maximum element length shall not exceed 14.9m and the 
boom length must not exceed 13m.  
X.3.X.8 Any dish antenna must:  
(a) Be less than 5m in diameter  
(b) Be pivoted less than 4m above the ground  
(c) Meet the relevant building setback Topic 20: Utilities and Designations  
(d) At any point in its possible rotation, not exceed a height equal to the recession plane angle determined by the 
application of the Recession Plane and Height Controls in Appendix 26. The recession plane angle must be 
measured from a starting point 2m above ground level at the property boundary.  
79. A new definition is inserted of Amateur Radio Configurations as follows:  
 

Amateur Radio Configurations means the aerials, antennae and associated support structures which are owned 
and operated by licenced amateur radio operators. P10 of 13 
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MARLBOROUGH / NELSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS’ 
COMBINED BBQ AND FOX HUNT  

 

RSVP TO CARYL FOR CATERING PURPOSES ASAP PLEASE 
 
When: Saturday March 14th, 2020  
 

Location: Carluke Hall, Carluke Domain, Rai Valley 
 

Time: 11am onwards 
 

Bring: Salad and/or dessert to share, drink, plates & eating utensils, chair, sun hat, sun 
screen, handheld to participate in the Fox Hunt (and a spare if you have one to lend to 
someone who hasn’t). 
 
Both clubs will be providing meats, bread, onions, sauce. 
Hall kitchen has an oven, hot water plus cups, plates and cutlery if you forget yours. 
 
If the weather is inclement we can use the hall, it is huge with plenty of space. 
You might need an umbrella or raincoat if it is raining during the Fox Hunt or Toss the Tait.  
 
From SH6, turn right (if from Blenheim) or left (if 
from Nelson) at the Brown River Reserve into 
Opouri Rd - the way to French Pass, Okiwi Bay, 
Tennyson Inlet etc. Turn first right where the road 
splits (Ronga Rd left - don’t go that way!) following 
Opouri Rd. Drive over the bridge and the hall is on 
your right not far after crossing the bridge, just past 
the historic Rai Valley Pioneer Cottage.  

 
Look for Ham vehicles. If lost, call on local 695 Blenheim 
repeater. Come and join the fun with other amateurs. 
 
You may take the opportunity to arrive there the night 
before and/or night after if you wish. The toilets will be 
open on the Friday night for those who wish to stay 
overnight. There is plenty of space for campervans and 
tents also. It will cost $10 for a powered site. 
 

We will be having the usual variety of fun challenges at which to beat Nelson, 
the Fox Hunt being the only specifically radio related competition, so the 
whole family can enter. Come along for the day or stay overnight, it is a fun 
day out with lots of laughs. 

Challenge 
Trophy 

Carluke Hall 

SALES TABLE!! 
Bring anything you have for the sales table. 

Anything not disposed of by day’s end MUST be 
taken back home! 

There will be items from the late Dave Scott 
(ZL2BCA) as Topsy is moving house! 
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FIELD DAY REPORT  -  2020 
 

Dillons Point again hosted our Field Day team for another enjoyable event. The site continues to offer very low 
electrical noise and excellent reception. Conditions were far better than last year with Saturday evening being far 
more fruitful than last year. 
We were also fortunate to have a very good team of operators which 
ensured that all slots, including CW, were covered. Russell Young 
(ZL1AZB) was a very welcome addition on CW which boosted the 
number of CW contacts, particularly on 40m (113 compared to 58 last 
year and 79 in 2018). Graeme McKay (ZL1BDS) also enhanced the 
phone group ensuring phone contacts were much improved on last year, 
again particularly on 40m (193 compared to 106 last year). This is not to 
minimise in any way the efforts of the regular stalwarts who again rose to the occasion. Hence, much thanks also 
to Stu Watchman (ZL2TW), Ian Conway (ZL2BGL), Paul Rennie (ZL2RE), Don Jamieson (ZL2BJS), Ken Menzies 
(ZL2BJV), Gerard Van Antwerpen (ZL2GVA) and Bill Cousins (ZL2AYZ). David Rothwell also visited on Saturday 
night and supervised logging and a little operating by a Philippino student, soon to embark on nursing studies and 
needing to take every opportunity to become familiar with the kiwi accent. 

We are grateful too, to Tony Whitaker who assisted with assembly and dismantling of 
the tent, aerials and equipment. Both Stuart Watchman and Grant Simpson loaned 
gear to ensure efficient operation, while Chris Grant and Christine Conway provided 
pizza for tea on Saturday along with tasty cookies, all very much appreciated.  
Unfortunately we were unable to better the fine scores of our Midland trophy rivals, 
Branch 05 (Christchurch) and Branch 68 (North Canterbury). Christchurch had 
enough personnel to afford the luxury of log keepers (one could hear them in the 
background) as well as operators, which could well ensure a smooth and rapid 
operation. Both ZL3AC & ZL3RR ran a phone and CW operation so we can’t expect 
to gain much advantage in the way of extra points on that score. 
Don Jamieson couldn’t help himself when he was called by a Czech station on 40m, 
so we can expect a QSL card, thus keeping up the trend in recent years. There were 
also several VK stations entered in the log which will boost our score.  
We were favoured with good weather at the times when we needed it, with the rain 
falling only at night. 

The equipment used were IC718’s with halfwave dipoles 
on 40m and 80m. The accompanying photo shows that 
Ian’s crankup pole ensures an excellent height for the 
80m dipole giving some advantage in operating statistics. 
The rigs operated, of course, from 200 A/hr batteries. 
All things considered, it was generally regarded as a 
successful effort and a good deal of fun! 
 

Photos courtesy of Grant and Bill 

Base camp 

Ian’s mast + 80m dipole 

Russell Young hard at it 

Don’t think Ken’s 
asleep? 

Graeme McKay 
concentrates 

Bill Cousins 

These guys ought to be arrested for lingering within tent! 
(lingering with intent for those who didn’t get the joke) 

 

Above: Graeme McKay, Gerard Van Antwerpen,  
Ian Conway & Stuart Watchman 

 
 

Left: Paul Rennie, Ken Menzies & Tony Whitaker 
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Hi There, 
 
We wanted to say a massive thank you to you for your efforts on Saturday, and all your hard work! 
The Marlborough Wine and Food Festival would not run as smoothly as it does without your help and effort. 
The day was an overall success, and we are really happy with how it all ran and the response we have received 
from the public. 
We really hope you enjoyed your day, and we welcome any feedback you may have about anything to do with the 
festival. 
Thank you very much again from the whole Wine Marlborough 
Team and the Festival Committee! 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Meg Hocquard 
Event Assistant 
Wine Marlborough 

Ron and Helen recently visited former Branch 
22 member Colleen Lawson, ZL2LY, who now 
lives in a rest home in Nelson. Her husband, 
Roger ZL2BHG, is over there too but in a 
secure unit due to dementia with a propensity 
for wandering. 
Colleen was looking really well, as you can see 
in this photo, and asked that she be 
remembered to everyone. 

WESTFEST 2020  
 
Nelson Branch 26 is hosting the “WESTFEST 2020” in Murchison over the weekend of April18-19th.  

It will be held at the Murchison Bowling Club Rooms, meeting and registering from 9.30am on the Saturday and 
get underway at 10.30am.  

Saturday Morning sessions from 10.30 - 12.30.  

Lunch 12.30 - 1.30pm  

Afternoon sessions from 1.30 - 5.00 and an afternoon tea break in there somewhere.  

Sunday commences at 9.00am and finishes up by 12.30pm.  

We are looking for presentations from anyone, with a theme of interest to our Hobby.  
Anything will be considered and from filling a time slot from 15min increments to 45 mins.  

White Board, OHP and powerpoint projector will be available to presenters.  

Sales table for any preloved equipment will operate $10 per head registration  

A raffle to help defray expenses will be held. 

Participants to organise own accommodation and meals.  

Please help by conjuring up people to present a paper  

Hope to see you all in Murchison.  

Contact for info and registering your presentation is as follows... 

 

Stewart Robinson ZL2STR on one of the following  

strobnz@gmail.com  

03 5475036  

022 4590415  

6 Willow Ave, Stoke, Nelson 7011.  

Roger Lawson guarding a chiller 
Wine & Food Festival 2016 




