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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; ........ July 9, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............. Aug 20 1200hrs - The Vines 
Committee Meeting; .. July 23, 1930hrs - Zoom? 

1. Mid Winter Dinner - 12 July - Dodson St Restaurant & Bar. 
11.30am drinks, lunch 12 noon. RSVP ronlenharris@gmail.com 

2. Paint antenna tower at Cuddon Engineering .............. 13/14 July 

3. Lighthouse Weekend .................................................. 22/23 Aug 

4. Ham Cram (tentative date for re-schedule) ................. 10/11 Oct 
VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 

144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

July Level 1 2020 

Please note there will be no July Social Group lunch as it was due the same 
week as the club’s mid winter dinner so they decided to skip this month. 
Social Group will recommence in August. 

You may remember we let Nelson win the 
combined trophy at Carluke this year (didn’t 
want them feeling too depressed at losing so 
often) but Grant forgot to pack the trophy in 
the car so they did not get it presented! Our 
sincerest apology to the Nelson Branch for 
this oversight. 
We were in Nelson on 21st June, our first 
major outing since lockdown, so stopped 
into Jim’s, ZL2BHF, on the way home. We 
enjoyed a cuppa with him and Topsy, 
ZL2LS, who was also visiting him at the 
time, and officially handed the trophy over. 
Hasn’t Jim got a lovely view from his 
balcony? Please note it wasn’t windy but 
Grant’s remaining hair sticking up is a result 
of a recent haircut plus hat hair as he 
removed his MX-5 cap. 
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Marlborough Amateur Radio Club General Meeting EOC 
11 June 2020 at 19:40 Hours 

 
Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Chris Grant, Paul Rennie, Grant 
Simpson, Gerard Van Antwerpen, John Errington, Stuart Watchman, Wayne Parker, Ron Harris, Don Jamieson, 
Graeme McKay, Ken Menzies, David Rothwell, Antony Winter, Nelson Bateman, Neville Marr 
 
Apologies:  Gavin Piercy, Helen Harris 
 
Previous Minutes: Agreed by those present as a true and correct record 
 
Correspondence: (recorded post-meeting) 

Inward - 01/06/20 Cuddon -  Brayshaw Mast refurbishment offer 
 02/06/20 Cuddon – Safety catch drawing     
Outward - 13/05/20 Cuddon - Brayshaw Park Mast Safety Modification Inquiry 
 02/06/20 Cuddon – Offer clarification 

 
Finance: Given by Treasurer 
   
Matters Arising: None 
 
REPORTS 
Repeater: 
 Ward - Location agreed with farmer adjacent to original Weld Cone site and signal strength proved 

satisfactory to Kaikoura and to the Ned. Committee meeting to be held to discuss possibility of installing 
prior to lambing season start beginning August. Otherwise we will have to wait for lambing season 
completion about mid September.  BC 

 Brayshaw - There have been issues with the remote HF for past 6 ~ 8 weeks. Problem eventually traced to 
defective USB port with both transceivers. Interface has been converted to serial port although replacement 
USB ports ordered some time ago have just been dispatched. Hum issue traced to spikes in 12V voltage 
supply to the inverter used for 220V supply to antenna rotator. Resolved with a 12V filter having a large 
inductor fitted to the 12V positive supply. System will be reinstalled at Brayshaw Park tomorrow 12/06/20. 
 GS 

 SAR / AREC - Nothing to report 
 PR 

GENERAL BUSINESS  
 Ham Cram - Due to Covid19 this has been postponed 
 Brayshaw Park Tower - Don Laing explained the safety issue concerns with the tower for which the 

Committee had decided to contact Cuddon Engineering to propose safety modifications. An offer of 
$4,223.00 had been received from Cuddon to fit a safety latch, braked winches, replace wire ropes and fit 
additional pulley to the tilt mechanism to reduce the physical effort required. Cuddon offered to let MARC 
members do the remedial painting at their premises. They also suggested that weather protection covers 
for the winches be considered due to their infrequent use.  

 Don Laing proposed a financial authority of $5,500.00 to accept this offer including a margin for paint, tools 
 and other contingencies with MARC members doing the remedial painting.      
 Seconded - John Errington, For - All, Against - None 
 Neville Marr commented that maybe members should have been advised beforehand so they would be 
 informed. Advised that this had been included in Committee MOM’s that have been published in Interface. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Constructors Night - September 2020.  
Also to include single active device receiver or transmitter challenge which 3 members had taken up 
Thursday social lunches - starting August 
Visit Marlborough Lines Control room - to be rescheduled 
Shack visits - Invitations welcome, only one to date 
Visits to Picton weather station and Blenheim airport 
control tower are being planned.           
 
Meeting closed 20:05 
 

Meeting Presentation - Cosmic Rays by Stuart Watchman 
 

Next meeting - 9 July 2020, EOC  
 

Anthony Winter, ZL1VBX,  
took this photo of a kingfisher on his 80m dipole 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
25

th
 June 2020 at 19:40 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Grant Simpson, Don Laing, John Errington, Ken Menzies, Gerard Van Antwerpen 
and, following via ‘Zoom” - Ken Hynds, Paul Rennie, David Rothwell 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: NZART June Branch Circular 
Outward: email to Cuddons re Brayshaw Park tower confirming acceptance of quote. 

 

Finance: Bill expenses payments be approved Proposed: K. Hynds, Seconded: B Cousins, Passed: All 
ELG fee payment for Weld Cone relocation - Payment details to be emailed to Ken H. GS 

 

Business Arising: 
 NZART AGM Delegates – Paul R will be there for AREC agenda. To check if other Club members intend 

to be there.  DL 
 NZART AGM Remits – to be voted on at next General Meeting.  
 HAM Cram - Rescheduled for 10 & 11

th
 October 2020. Last weekend of school holidays  BC 

 Brayshaw Park Tower Site inspection held with Cuddons 24/06/20 to agree removal details. 
MARC to remove & disconnect aerials etc next week weather permitting. Temporary arrangements will be 
required for 40/80m & UHF internet antennas. Working party to be organised. Cuddons will move to their 
workshop following week.  DL/GS 

 Weld Cone Repeater Paul R has agreed to lead this project. BC/GS 
Accurate GPS location required to enable ELG approval and pole height determination which will be done 
ASAP. Agreed that steel pole as used by Marlborough Lines seems best. This to be agreed with farmer as 
well as possible installation during lambing season when Marlborough Lines may be in the vicinity and may 
be able assist with installation.  
Costs will exceed $1000 so Member approval required at GM. Explanatory article in Interface with budget 
cost for Members’ information. Kaikoura software interface has been built but needs detailed bench testing.  

 

AREC PR 
Nothing to report. There is a FENZ issue following Kahurangi search as SAR teams could not communicate by 
radio with the helicopter pilots.  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 Jamies Knob & 6m Beacon - Grant S still waiting for Chorus maintenance contractor for advice on site 

visit. GS 
 Drop Box - Proposed that a ‘Drop Box’ or alternative internet system be set up for MARC documentation & 

digital media repository to readily enable information dissemination. Gerard explained current website 
limitations and agreed to investigate various options.  GvanA 
Present MARC Gmail account details to be given to Gerard.  DL 

 Succession Planning - Proposal some time ago was to record repeater details to enable others to carry 
out any necessary work if present knowledgeable members were not available. Grant has prepared a 
detailed technical document for the Brayshaw Park remote HF facility to which Don is presently adding 
location and access information. For Weld Cone it is an ideal opportunity to start preparing for a similar 
document as relocation progresses.  ALL 

 MARC Assets - Paul & Don checked out the truck shed 22/06/20 where Paul has separated the AREC & 
MARC assets into two separate cupboards marking up AREC assets where possible on the existing asset 
list. The present state of MARC assets is overwhelming. Hence proposed that a workshop be organised in 
warmer weather including participants of the long ago Motor Rally to completely empty the cupboard, sort 
out the items useful for MARC, try to identify these on current asset register, mark up identity on item 
adding to asset list if necessary. Surplus items can be disposed of by Trademe, swap meet or similar.  
 DL/PR/KH 

 AREC DMR at Weld Cone - AREC have proposed installing a DMR unit at Weld Cone. No objection in 
principle but need more info such as tech specs, unit make/model, power usage, dimensions etc. Requires 
Internet access which not readily available. Paul to forward request to Grant to respond accordingly. PR/GS  

 

Future Events 
09/07/20 - General Meeting - David Rothwell demonstrating his drone  
12/07/20 - Mid Winter Lunch at Dobson’s Restaurant  
13/08/20 - General Meeting  - Website demo by Gerard Van Antwerpen  
22 & 23/08/20 - Lighthouse Weekend 
10/09/20 - General Meeting  - Constructors Night  
08/10/20 - General Meeting – After Blinky what next ? John Errington on playing with MCU’s  
10 &11/10/20 - Ham Cram  
12/11/20 - Marlborough Lines control room visit (Instead of General Meeting)  
 

Meeting Closed: 21:10 
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INFORMATION FROM PRESIDENT BILL COUSINS 
 

HAMCRAM: 
The Hamcram, originally scheduled in April but thwarted by Lockdown, has been tentatively re-scheduled for the 
10/11 October.  There are two or three aspects to be seen to before those dates can be confirmed but that is the 
intention at this stage. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND: 
This event is scheduled for the 22/23 August and we would like to put a team together to activate Cape Campbell 
Lighthouse for this event. We usually leave Blenheim for the Cape on Saturday morning and return late Sunday 
afternoon.  Cost per person is usually around $80. The facilities are very comfortable and the surroundings, given 
good weather, delightful. Previous recent participants have included Rob Carter, Ian Conway, Bill Cousins, 
Graeme McKay and Neville Marr so have a yarn to them if you haven’t been before. 
It is not a contest and is quite laid back. Operate when and as often as you like. The event has also been used to 
test equipment. 
 

HUT FOR SAUSAGES DEAL: 
An old (and no longer required) repeater hut has been transferred to David Rothwell as a barter for his BBQ 
expenses earlier this year. This item has been held by Ron Harris for some time. Both Ron and David are happy 
with this settlement. 
 

MEETING MINUTES: 
Minutes from Committee and General meetings are included in Interface so that members may be kept abreast of 
activities and, where appropriate, advised in advance where approval may be necessary by members at a general 
meeting. For this reason, Interface is usually published prior to the monthly general meeting. It is strongly 
recommended, therefore, that members read these minutes so as to be informed accordingly and committee will 
try to ensure such information is so published. 
 

MID-WINTER DINNER: Have you RSVP’d to Helen yet??!!! ronlenharris@gmail.com 
 

BRAYSHAW PARK TOWER: 
The tower is to be removed to Cuddon Engineering for the modifications to be carried out. 
By the time you read this it may have already happened, but in general meeting week (5 -10 July), we will need 
some help in re-painting the tower. This will be done in the comfort (?) of Cuddon’s workshop. If you can assist 
with this, please contact Don Laing ( 579-4865 or 027-315-6227) 
 

JULY GUEST SPEAKER: 
David Rothwell will speak about, and hopefully demonstrate, his larger-than-life drone! 
 

The remit presented by Branch 05 (Christchurch) will be discussed (if necessary) and our response determined 
accordingly. See Page 30 Mar/Apr Break-In 
 

SINGLE-DEVICE CHALLENGE: 
With three probable starters, this event is definitely on and the protagonists will describe/demonstrate their entries 
on Constructors Night in September. However, one must emphasise that this is separate to the Constructors 
demonstration (unless the entrant wants it to be included) and people intending to offer for the Constructors event 
are still unrestricted in what they may offer for that. 
For those thinking of entering the single-device competition though, just a reminder that the intention is for you to 
come up with a receiver, or transmitter, or transceiver using only one active device (valve, transistor, FET, diode, 
semaphore flag driver, whatever). There is no restriction on frequency of operation and it does not necessarily 
have to be your own design. There is also no restriction on devices where there are several active elements in 
one encapsulation e.g. diode/triode/pentode as in the 1D8 valve, dual-gate FET, etc. 
 
 

WELD CONE UPDATE from Paul Rennie:   
From our committee meeting last night, approval was given to me to proceed with the installation of a pole and 
relocate the hut onto a more suitable site on Weld Cone. Grant, Bill and I looked over a series of poles in the 
Marlborough Lines yard to see what would be suitable and meet with the farmer’s approval. NZART engineering 
staff require a very accurate location for the pole and this will happen when Marlborough Lines visit the site to 
GPS locate their work.  
The pole for us will be one of three choices. An 11m steel pole treated from the bottom up to ground level, the 
second pole is also an 11m steel pole treated the same but with an epoxy coating up to 3 - 4m above ground, the 
third pole is an 11m treated pine pole which we are loathe to use as, even when erected it will move in the drying 
out process after weathering therefore interrupting the communication path to Kaikoura. The steel pole will be self 
supporting, ie no guy wires will be needed. I will be meeting with the farmer at a later date to show him photos of 
the poles. I can’t give a total price for pole installation and earthworks at this time as I am waiting for quotes from 
the earthwork company which has a contract with Marlborough Lines. There are mitigating factors that I am trying 
to work with to the Branch’s benefit that I can’t disclose at this time as it is commercially sensitive but time will tell. 
If anyone has any questions, please don’t hesitate to ring me and I will do my best to supply an answer. 
Cost estimations for this project are expected to be in the vicinity of $5000 - $6000 and members are advised 
accordingly so approval for such expenditure can be made at a suitable general meeting in either July or August. 
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MID WINTER DINNER 
 

DATE - 12 July  VENUE - Dodson St Beer Garden 
                 1 Dodson St. Blenheim 
 

TIME - 11.30am drinks LUNCH - 12 noon.  
 

RSVP Before 8 July to Helen Harris - ronlenharris@gmail.com 

Dodson St has a great variety of meals on offer from garlic bread, 
soup or chowder, to burgers, pizzas, steaks, schnitzels and ribs to 
name a few.  
If you run out of conversation, there are plenty of things to read 
around the walls and ceiling. 
Prices start at $9.50 with most meals $15.00 - $26.00. 
Desserts include Apple Strudel, chocolate brownies and mixed berry 
compote. 
Come along from 11.30am for drinks and a natter at the bar before we 

sit down to order lunch. Perhaps indulge in a little beer tasting! 
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The Brayshaw Park antenna has been removed for maintenance and safely upgrades. This antenna was 
generously donated to the club by Foss Leach, ZL2JKP, when he left Ngakuta Bay to move north and has been 
put to good use on our remote HF radio. 

Removing the antenna from the tower, ready for tower 
removal. L-R: Don, Bill, Ken & Paul on the job. Down she comes, loaded onto 

Cuddon Engineering’s truck. 

The tower and base is now at Cuddon Engineering 
ready for them to modify it for safety with new 

winches and a brake system, then repainting will be 
done by club members before it is returned to 

Brayshaw Park and reinstalled and ready for use. 

Many thanks to 
Foss (seen below) 
for his donation. It 
is being well used. 




