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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; ........ Nov 12, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............. Nov 19 1200hrs - Jolly Roger 
Committee Meeting; .. Nov 26, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. Marlb. Lines Control Room Visit  ...... .12 Nov 

2. Christmas Parade - club no longer required for this. 

3. VHF Field Day ......................................... 5/6 Dec 

4. Ham Cram rescheduled ........................ 30/31 Jan ‘21 
VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 

144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

November Level 1 2020 

SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE 31.12.2020 for the 2021 year 

Pay now while you still have spare cash before Christmas shopping  
OR  

suggest it as the perfect (cheap!) Christmas gift for the family Ham(s)! 
 

$20.00 individual membership or $25.00 for a Family 

kiwi bank 38 9002 0114897 00           Marlborough Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

HAM CRAM RE-SCHEDULED - 30/31st January 
 

Being at the end of the holidays and before the 1st term (1st Feb).  
It involves instruction on both days with an opportunity to sit the ham exam on Sunday afternoon.  

Expected venue to be the Vintage Car club rooms at Brayshaw Park. More details in December Interface. 

WELD CONE 
 

Crew onsite after hut has been 
positioned and pole is ready for the 
cables and antennas to be added. 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING EOC 
8 October 2020 at 19:35 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ian Conway, Don Jamieson, Paul Rennie, Grant Simpson, 
Gerard Van Antwerpen, Ron Harris, Graeme McKay, Neville Marr, John Errington, Garth Haylock, Chris Grant. 
 

Apologies: Gavin Piercy, Ken Hynds, Ken Menzies, Antony Winter, Helen Harris, Wayne Parker, David Rothwell. 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward - NZART confirming NZART email address ZL2KS@nzart.org.nz will now forward to MARC 
correspondence address marcbranch22@gmail.com 
Outward - as above 

 

Finance: No Treasurer report 
 

Matters Arising: 
Club email address is now marcbranch22@gmail.com and to endeavour to use this for Club correspondence. 
Club documents presently saved to secretary’s personal PC will be transferred to this Gmail account ‘Drive’ 
system for record retention. 
 

Reports: 
Repeater: PR/GS 
Ward - Marlborough Lines still plan to start work 14/10/20. However pole installation may be the last job after they 
have completed their outage work. Antenna cables have been installed internally into the pole.  
Ward repeater - currently bench operational and proving OK. 
Kaikoura repeater - still undergoing bench testing and should be ready very soon.  
 

SAR/AREC  PR 
Major search 22/09/20 at Clarence River moth area for missing person over several days. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 Christmas Parade – Bill C has been advised by Marlborough4Fun that the Transport Authority had carried 

out a review of the their procedures and listed several points that needed attention resulting in MARC 
services no longer being required. Opinion was that probably due to MARC not being a licensed traffic 
control organisation and not having the authority to direct traffic. Discussion as to whether MARC could 
provide ‘value added’ services such as live tracking of events such as the Grape Ride. 

 General Meeting Zoom Broadcast – N. Marr had proposed that the General Meetings be internet Zoom 
broadcast so that members who couldn’t attend could view the proceedings. He also suggested that it 
could be uploaded to YouTube so that it could be viewed at any convenient time. A trial Zoom recording 
was being undertaken of this meeting and recorded to ascertain the quality & practicality. It was noted that 
members not wishing to be recorded need to advise beforehand and also members wishing to view need to 
notify a few days prior to the meeting so that an invitation could be issued. 

 

Future Events 
12 November 2020 Visit to Marlborough Lines Control room (instead of routine General Meeting) 
Meet 7:30pm at Marlborough Lines Alfred Street car park 

 

Meeting closed 20:05 
 

Meeting Presentation: 
Garth Haylock gave a presentation of the SARTrack system as used on the recent Clarence River search. 
John Errington with an interesting presentation on MCU’s (Micro Control Units) including their history and current 
application 
 

Next meeting – 12 November 2020 Marlborough Lines Alfred Street car park 

P2 of 8 

 
This plaque has now been placed in the hut at Brayshaw Park acknowledging Foss Leach’s donation to the HF 
installation there. 



 

 

MONTHLY MARC SOCIAL GROUP LUNCH 
 

WHAT: MARC Social lunch 

DATE: 19 November 

VENUE: Jolly Roger Bar & Restaurant, Waikawa Marina 

Blenheim attendees to meet at Landsdowne Park, 11am for ride sharing 
 

A booking for 20 people has been made so, if you intend to go to the social lunch, let Christine 
Conway know so she can confirm numbers. tine.ian@farmside.co.nz 

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
Via Zoom 22nd October 2020 at 19:35 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Grant Simpson, Don Laing, John Errington, Ken Hynds, David Rothwell, Paul 
Rennie 
 

Apologies: Ken Menzies 
 

Correspondence:  Inward: None   Outward: Email to VCC booking for HamCram 
 Email to HamCram tutors updating details 
Finance:  
Bills for Foss Leach plaque & Weld Cone miscellaneous materials. 
 

Business Arising: 
 Weld Cone Repeater  PR/BC 

Marlborough Lines (ML) installed pole 14th October 2020. Following work parties have installed shed, 
antenna & antenna cables internal to pole, solar panel & lightning protection. 
Seem to have resolved radio muting system and hope to start bench testing next week  GS 

 

AREC - Missing person search Clarence river late September. PR 
Motueka search last weekend for father/son aided by them having an EPIRB 
AREC CEO arranging high level meeting for Nelson region sometime in November 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 HAM Cram – suggested and accepted to change date to 30~31 January 2021, last weekend of school 

holidays, as Food Festival cancelled and no local Horse event 2021. BC 
To confirm if Vintage Car Club facilities at Brayshaw Park available for this date and book accordingly. 
Advertising to start November – amend poster accordingly. DL 

 Kaikoura - Contact Julian at Kaikoura to update him. To check site when passing within next fortnight. GS 
 Foss Leach Acknowledgement - Plaque has been mounted on Brayshaw hut & photo sent to Foss Leach 
 Zoom streaming of meetings trialled last general meeting - Recording system worked well but need 

additional microphone & camera for acceptable quality. These being arranged to try at meeting February 
2021. JE 

 Grape Ride – proposal for individual rider tracking and live progress reporting to be suggested to event 
organisers. 

 

Future Events 
12/11/20 - Marlborough Lines control room visit at Marlborough Lines 
19/11/20 - Social lunch at Picton. Meet Landsdowne Park 11am for car pooling 
30~31/01/21 - Ham Cram 

 

Meeting Closed: 20:30 

 REMINDER           NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE AT MARLBOROUGH LINES 

Thursday 12th November at 7.30pm 
 

The next General Meeting is a visit to the Marlborough Lines Control room, so meet in the carpark of the 
Marlborough Lines building at 1 Alfred Street (corner of Alfred St and SH1. Car park entrance is off Alfred St.) 
 

 
VHF FIELD DAY - 5/6 December. Timing is 1700 - 2300 Saturday and 0700 - 1300 Sunday. 

 

This was mentioned last year but drew little interest. It also clashed with the Christmas Parade which maybe was 
a discouragement. However, this year there is no Parade (for us) so it could warrant more consideration.   
The main requirement is for a Coordinator. Would anyone like to volunteer for that role? Otherwise perhaps the 
event is best left for individual participation.  
If you are interested, please contact Bill Cousins b.cousins@xtra.co.nz 
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SAR CLARENCE - Paul Rennie 
 
On Tuesday 22nd September at approx 1700, I received a call to go to the Blenheim Police Station SAR shed to 
issue handhelds for a search at Clarence Bridge for a missing female who did not turn up for work on the Monday 
morning. I was in attendance at the SAR shed for 4 hours, then stood down for the night. I had put my deputy, 
Ron, Zl2BDD, on standby for the Wednesday to report in at 0600. This was after the Police had already had the 
rescue helicopter carry out an aerial search of the area up and down the coast and also inland up to a previously 
earthquake damaged bridge, nothing reported. The Police then had their dog handler carry out a search within the 
relative area but found nothing.  
The Signals repeater was dispatched and set up on a high point 
overlooking the search area. Ron decided to camp out on the 
Wednesday night to keep security on the already arrived Police 
Booze Bus which was going to be the forward Base as it is suitable 
for the task.  
SARTrack was set up by Garth, ZL3HK, supported by Ron in the bus. 
I was deployed to the SAR base back in Blenheim for Sartrac use 
until stood down at approx 1800 hrs.  
Thursday, the search was continued with the area being expanded to 
cover more ground and hopefully pick up more clues. Friday was a 
stand down day so Ron returned back to his home in Blenheim. The 
search kicked off again on the Saturday with myself and Garth driving to the FOB at Clarence Bridge for another 
long day.  

The first task for me was to check on the repeater and install an 
external battery at the site. It was not needed but a worthwhile 
exercise as it took some finding, then returning to the FOB to 
assist Garth with SARTrack.  
Saturday was another long day by the time we returned back to 
Blenheim and sorted out tasking, changing batteries on 
handhelds, ready for Sunday as teams from away had been 
called in to assist. Ron was brought back into the search again 
just for Sunday to the FOB, to assist Garth as I was unavailable 
due to another commitment. 
The search was suspended on the Sunday night for the Police to 
re-evaluate the scenario. Blenheim search teams were 
supported by teams from Kaikoura, Christchurch, Hurunui, 
Hanmer and Motueka. AREC Blenheim hours for the search was 
80 hours. A very long and involved search that Marlborough has 

been involved in for some time, with the total search hours numbering 755 hours. The Booze Bus was decided to 
be used by the Police as it has more facilities than the CCV supplied by the local EOC, but we are going to 
hopefully improve the situation, but Rural Fire have the first priority over its use. 
 
The operators involved were; 
Paul, ZL2RE 
Ron, ZL2BDD 
Helen, ZL2HH  
Garth, ZL3HK. 
 
Photos courtesy of Ron and Helen. 
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October 9th PAUL RENNIE turned 70. 
Many happy returns Paul, you are 
now as old as Grant! 

Congratulations are in order for Ian and Christine 
Conway who celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary 19 September. Bet it only feels like 
yesterday when you walked down the aisle. 



 UPDATE ON WELD CONE INSTALLATION - Paul Rennie 
 

Wednesday 14th October saw Ron, Grant, Graeme, John Anderson 
(a friend of mine) and myself drive to Weld Cone in readiness for 
Marlborough Lines to erect the pole and place the hut on site. Simcox 
Construction’s 8 tonne digger took over two hours to dig the hole.  
At around 1330 the crane truck arrived to erect the pole. This was 
done in a very professional manner then the hut was placed on site. 
Once there, we managed to temporarily tie it down ready to finish it off 
the following day.  
Thursday arrived and so did the crew, in 2°C with very strong winds, 
hail and poor visibility. I decided it was too risky to carry out any more 
work that day, so we all departed and waited for better weather.  
The weather for the following Tuesday looked more promising so 
away we went again, this time with Don to help as Graeme had other 
commitments. With Ron leading the charge and reporting that the windmills weren’t turning, everything looked 
great.  

Once on site we worked out a plan to first of all remount 
the solar panels to the roof under calm conditions, with 
Ron overseeing that task, then starting to bolt them 
down. I had borrowed a climbing harness from 
Marlborough Lines and, using draw wires previously 
installed in the pole while it was still in Marlborough 
Lines’ yard, fed the antennas’ cables into the top where 

Your intrepid & eager crew... 
John, Paul, Graeme, Ron, Grant 

© Caryl 

© Graeme 
© Graeme 

© Graeme © Graeme 

© Graeme 

© Graeme 

© Graeme 
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they were then pulled through inside the pole for Grant and Ron to extract just below ground level. It was then fed 
through a 100mm duct into the hut.  
Next, the linking antenna was installed even though the weather had changed to a low fog but no wind. The 
above process was followed for the link antenna with that coax fed into the shed also. Don and John were 
beavering away filling in the trench and tidying up the area while Grant and Ron were attending to the wiring of 
the solar panels and internal workings. They also made the stays more permanent and bonded to earth. The pole 
also has an earth wire bonded to two driven copper earth rods.  

All that is left to do is to fix the batteries to the floor and 
wire up, install the radio equipment and tie down ready 
for Grant to carry out his professional testing to put Weld 
Cone back on air.  
The final lower costing of the whole job has been 
achieved by the Project Manager keeping tabs on the 
expenditure and having professional contacts, workmen 
in their expertise, carry out the task in hand. It’s not what 
you know, it’s WHO you know.  

Thanks to the members who decided to proceed with 
reinstating a vital communication link on the East Coast 
for the travelling amateur. Thanks also to Grant, Ron, 
Graeme, John, Don, Helen, Caryl, Ian who made the 
initial contact with the farmers, and all others who were 
there in one way or another. Grateful thanks also must go 
to farmers, Nick and Carol Webby, for allowing us to site 
the gear on their land. 

© Graeme 

© Grant 

© John 

© Grant 

© Grant © Grant 

© John © John 

Paul doing his bit up the pole Thanks to the photographers - Grant, Graeme & John. 
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NEW ZEALAND STRAIGHT KEY NIGHT 
Straight Key Night set for Sunday 6 December 

 
It's time to dust off that old straight key and get ready for an hour of brass-pounding fun during Straight Key Night 
- Summer Edition. 

 

This easy-going contest takes place from 9 to 10pm on Sunday 6 December on 80 metres. 

 

There was an excellent turnout during the Winter edition in June, and operators enjoyed 
working with the new "QSY Rule" which kept everyone on the move. The QSY Rule will 
be back for the December event, along with the coveted "Solid Copy" certificate. Plus, 
there will be new awards for the youngest operator and the most "senior." 

 

Rules and log sheets can be found at maritimeradio.org/skn 

 

If you have questions, please email skn@maritimeradio.org 

Congratulations to Gerard for his above certificate. More CW contacts for Field Day perhaps? 
He hopes to take the advanced class next year if there is an advisor in our time zone. 

If I got 50c for every maths 
problem I failed, I would 
have $127.20 by now! 
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H NIGHT 
 

H Night commemorates the return of some Amateur Radio privileges after World War 2. On the evening of 8 
December 1945, Amateurs were permitted once more to operate on the 80 metre band, and allocated spectrum 
just below today’s 6 metre band. 
 

Now days we use H Night to remember our Amateur Radio friends who were involved in the War. H Night is a 
way to commemorate this moment in time by getting on air, on the 80 metre band, at 19:30 on the 8

th
 of 

December. Various formats of H Night have been used over the years.  
 

Recently I have convened an event/contest that encourages the use of AM. This makes it a great incentive to 
restore, and use on-air, older style equipment, both civilian and ex-military origin. It is all about getting on the air, 
we encourage the use of modern and ancient AM equipment, and you should find a category for your station in 
the rules. 
 

All are invited to participate in celebrating this important milestone by taking part in a relaxed AM contest style 
evening. Event start is 1930 local time, to 2200, with 5 half hour periods. There will be a special event station with 
the callsign ZL6H.  Please check the rules for the current year, as we fine tune them slightly to make it more fun 
for everyone. This event has a poignancy to it, but we really like people to enjoy this evening of AM also.  
 

Please send me your log, and any comments/photos of equipment…even if you have very few contacts, or 
perhaps you can only hear a few others…regardless of your apparent score, do send in your log. If your log is 
hand written, then just take a photo and email it in to me. The more logs I receive the easier it is to make a 
meaningful results sheet. This will appear in Break In in due course.  
 

If you have any questions regarding this event, please contact me at the same email address. Look forward to 
hearing you on the air. 
 

Regards, Rob Carter, ZL2IW Rob.zl2iw@gmail.com 

“H” NIGHT CONTEST, DECEMBER 8.  (Updated for 2020 event) 
Band- 80 METERS  

Mode- Amplitude Modulation, Phone only, that is a carrier and sidebands.  
Time- 7.30 to 10PM, 5 half-hour periods  

 

Work individual stations once in each period, unless they are able to change radios, and operate in another 
category, E.G. use a ZC1 for 15 minutes then change to a modern radio for 15 minutes.  
There will be a special event station ZL6H.  
Work this station for the first time for 5 points...subsequent contacts claim the points for the type of station that 
ZL6H is.  
 

Transmitting Categories- 
Vintage - radios of all valve, in the signal path. 
Hybrid - Radios with some valves, at least in the final stage. 
Modern - solid state, DSP etc. 
SDR  - Radios that are fully software defined, Flex, K3 etc. 
Home Brew - where Tx , Rx, or both have been fabricated in the home workshop.  
QRP  - less than, or equal to 5 watts carrier power.  
 

Exchange a signal report and type of equipment you use, eg. ‘59 ZC1’. Suggest you use the following extensions 
when calling, and claim the points for each station worked -  
/V = vintage  3 points /H =Hybrid  2 points 
/M= Modern 1 point  /S= SDR  2 points 
/w=Homebrew  2 points /Q=QRP  3 points 
Working ZL6H  5 points (first time worked only: then claim points as for type of station ZL6H is…for example 1 
 point for a modern 6H) 
 

Points will be awarded for each station contacted, based on the equipment THE STATION YOU CONTACT uses.  
Suggested calling frequencies: QRP 3750 and QRO 3850, giving older receivers a chance to hear weak signals.  
 

Short Wave Listeners (SWL) section -  
Points awarded will be the same as for transmitting stations, i.e. determined by the type of transmitter the station 
you hear is using. Use the appropriate multiplier for your style of receiver. Remote receivers please use Modern 
category.  
 

SWL Category multiplier:  
Vintage:  All tube line up in receive path.  Multiplier 2.0 
Modern:  Any solid state receiver.   Multiplier 1.0 
SDR:   software defined receivers e.g. Soft Rock, SDR play etc. Multiplier 1.5  
 

Please send logs to Rob Carter, ZL2IW rob.zl2iw@gmail.com with a summary of your equipment used and 
category you wish to be in.  
Good luck on the night, and most of all - have fun!  
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