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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; ....... Feb 11, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............ Feb 18, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. Feb 25, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. Philip Middlemiss on weather stations ....12 Feb 

2. Truck Shed Working Bee .......................14 Feb 

3. Jock White Field Day .............................27/28 Feb 

4. AGM .....................................................11 March 

5. Combined BBQ & Fox Hunt with Nelson.13 March 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

February Level February Level February Level February Level 1111    2021202120212021 

Fun Quiz! 
Toss the Tait!

Fox Hunt! 

ONAMALUTU BBQ LINE-UP 2021 
 

If you missed the Onamalutu BBQ, now is your chance to enjoy the combined BBQ with Branch 26! 
 

If you really enjoyed the Onamalutu BBQ, now is your chance to enjoy the next one at Carluke! 
 

COMBINED BRANCH 22 & BRANCH 26 BBQ - CARLUKE, RAI VALLEY 
 

DATE: March 13th. RSVP to Caryl please for catering purposes! 

TIME: 11am onwards. THERE WILL BE A FOX HUNT so bring your gear. 

WHERE: Carluke Hall, Rai Valley. Plenty of cover, so will be held even if wet. 

BRING: A salad and/or dessert to share, eating utensils, cups, plates and chairs. 
Clubs will supply meats (sausages, patties, bacon), hot spuds, onions, bread & butter, tomato sauce. 



P2 of 9 

Tui at hand held full 
zoom in dark trees ☺ 

ONAMALUTU BBQ 
 

We had 31 attend the annual BBQ and the weather was perfect, even if the grass was a little long. Food was 
plentiful, as were the conversations. A good time was had by all, especially those who appreciated John’s nifty 
little coffee machine he runs off his electric car battery. These photos say it all I think... 



Graeme shows off his Fox Hunting equipment in the left photo. The Fox Hunt was won by Grant, ZL2BK. 
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JOCK WHITE FIELD DAY 27 - 28 February 
The annual HF Field Day is coming up at the end of Dillons Point Road.  

Operators and assistance with the putting-up and taking-down will again be required. 

Installation begins at 11.30am Saturday with operational kick -off at 3pm.  

A break between midnight and 6am Sunday allows some rest and the event finishes at 3pm. 

You can offer to operate for as long or as short as you like.  

The event is an enjoyable time in pleasant surroundings and well worth a visit, even for a short time. 

Interested?? Contact Bill b.cousins@xtra.co.nz 579 3121 if you want more details. 

A BBQ tea will be enjoyed around 5.30pm Saturday evening and you would be welcome. 

Be outstanding in the field! 

Last year’s Field Day 



EXPEDITION TO THE NED VHF 695 REPEATER SITE. 6 JANUARY 2021. 
 
The Ned repeater went quiet sometime in the last couple of days of 2020. Made a 
few phone calls and it was official… no one else could work 695 either. The repeater 
remained off the air, and we were unable to access, or even faintly hear it.  
Talked with Ian and decided to instigate preparations for a trip this week. Grant 
looked in to the spares availability. Ian provided the transport and rang a few other 
likely adventurers. Once the key for the access road was arranged, we were able to 
set a date of Wednesday the 6th January to access the site.  
Wednesday morning as I was driving in to Grant’s place … could see the cloud 
disappearing from around the Ned summit. This meant our timing was pretty much 
perfect… weather-wise that is. At Grant’s we loaded the spare repeater and our day 
packs on Ian’s ute… After making sure we had all the required keys, off to pick up 
Stuart and make our way to the access road.  

The road was in reasonable order and Ian picked 
our way around the usual small rock falls along 
the road. Graeme and Stuart were on gate duty. 
There are a number of gates on the access road. Some of these gates are on 
steep parts of the road and require careful handling. Well done Stuart and 
Graeme. In due course, arriving at the “car park” near the final access to the 
Ned summit. Checked in with Grant on simplex... who responded that we 
should call from the summit in a few minutes. Sorry Grant, it was always 
going to take me more than a few minutes! 
The last part of the journey sees us donning our packs, and trekking up the 
boulder field towards the site. Our actual trail was selected on the day. This 
trail kind of varies around a mean course, due to rock falls and regrowth of 
particularly prickly plants (PPP).   
During the assent we were spared the full force of sunshine, with a pleasant 
wind to keep me cool! The spare repeater is not particularly heavy in itself, but 
I added it to my pack, along with the usual essentials like water, lunch and 
small selection of hand tools. Altogether not a huge load, but I tend to sweat a 
bit when I carry it up the hill. Very grateful for wispy cloud and a little air 
movement.  

Graeme and Stuart went on ahead to prove our route, whilst Ian and myself 
provided the heavy lifting part of the job. It had been a year or three since I 
last made this climb, and was surprised at the regrowth of the bushes and 
PPP. The slope is also more of a boulder field than previously remembered. 
The view became more impressive, and Ian’s ute appeared rather smaller as 
we got near the summit.  
Upon arrival we tried to trigger the site one last time in case being local 
helped… still nothing at all. Luckily the keys worked in the locks and we 
entered the site. The batteries and solar charger were all ok … this was 
somewhat of a relief, as spares for these would be rather heavier to haul up 
the hill! Controller and interface were all normal for an idle state. Ian provided 
a test signal once more, and we noted there were no receive indications on 
the radio gear, nor on any other interfaces. The radio equipment did not 
respond to any front panel controls and appeared to be unpowered. The fuses 
were fine and voltage on the rear connector was ok. I used the switch on the 
front panel to power off the radio unit. Upon turning it on again the radio gear 
returned to normal, and remote users were able to converse through it. 
Thanks Paul and Grant for your help during testing. We also worked some DX 
from the North Island on the repeater. Everything worked normally with proper LED indication on the radio and 
interface units.  

The initial fault was now gone, however, after some thought… the 
decision was made to replace the radio gear with the unit I had 
carried up the hill. Once the swap was made, further testing was 
carried out. All worked well. Our usual inter-mod makes a brief 
appearance during testing, but doesn’t seem to affect the 
replacement repeater any worse than previously.  
Graeme had his small HF set along for the journey, and made a 
SOTA activation whilst we were on site. Contacts were made with 
Neville on 80 and 40 metres. The antenna was a length of wire 
strung along the tops of the small bushes and PPP. Seemed very 
effective with loud and clear signals achieved on both bands.  
 

First glimpse of summit 
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One of the better parts of the trail 
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Hut solar reg 

© Rob C 

Looking south towards Awatere 

Ian’s truck 

© Rob C 
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Time to tidy up the site and make sure all switches were set for normal 
operation. Lock the door, don our packs and make our way back down the 
hill. This took a shorter time than our uphill trek… but it’s still real important 
to watch where you put your feet… Once safely down to the car park, a 
quick debrief at Ian’s vehicle… then make our way back along the access 
road. Really nice to have easy radio communications on 695 along the way.  
Returned to town just before 3pm.  
Thank you, Ian, for the use of your vehicle, and your support during the 
organisation of this wee expedition. It is a tricky time of year to get in touch 
with all interested parties… in order to gain keys and access permissions 
etc. Thanks Graeme and Stuart for your support and help on the day. Nice 
work on the gates, and excellent path finding around the PPP and rocks. 
Grant, thank you for making the spare gear operational, and on-air help 
during the day. Paul thanks for being there, on the air, during the testing 
phase. Nice job gentlemen, with a positive result. 
 
Regards and all the best,  
Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

Inside hut radio & link equipment. 

Ned summit 

Graeme 

© 
R 
o 
b 
 

Just below the summit.  
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© Graeme McK © Graeme McK 
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© Graeme McK 



© Graeme McK 

© Graeme McK © Graeme McK 

© Graeme McK © Graeme McK © Graeme McK 

Working Bee 14th Feb at 9:30am 

To empty cupboards at EOC truck shed and to sort and record current assets. 
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HAMCRAM  -  JANUARY 30/31ST 2021 
 

For a first attempt at what was a fairly major exercise, I think we did very well! 
All five of our candidates passed the exam and have now applied for their chosen callsigns. We have also been 
favoured with an email of thanks from one of the participants, which is a good sign! Payment of their RSM fee 
also means that they receive a year’s membership of NZART and also MARC, so one would hope that we will see 
at least a couple of new faces at meetings and/or events. 
Fortunately, the soporific heat of earlier in the week had passed 
on and both days had more pleasant temperatures in the mid-
20’s. Just as well, because it was a couple of long days (0830 
to 1700) of trying to maintain attention throughout instruction in 
a host of topics which may feature in the exam. It was 
interesting that one could say that all candidates were probably 
middle-aged or younger. Originally it looked as if we would 
have seven candidates, but one had to withdraw at the last 
minute and another was admitted to hospital a couple of days 
prior to the weekend. They were a good group of intelligent 
people and they coped very well. 

No doubt tutors will be reviewing their efforts, but we now have some experience 
of a HamCram to draw on should we do a similar exercise again. I am indebted to 
the tutors for their willingness to take part in this way and who obviously put a lot 
of time and effort into their presentations. These were John Errington, Graeme 
McKay, Neville Marr, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Philip Middlemiss and myself. Also, 
much thanks goes to those who supported in various ways to ensure the 
success, such as Helen Harris for the morning and afternoon teas with 
sumptuous spreads, Grant Simpson for oversight of the venue and the 
Powerpoint gear, John Neal as examiner/marker and Don Laing for advertising/
publicity and arranging for the Vintage Car club as the venue. Caryl and Grant 
had previously also seen to the printing of the training manuals issued to the 
candidates. 
Such a task is not to be undertaken lightly. I thought Ken Hynds summed it all up 
very nicely when he stated in an email: “Well done team!”, as that was how it 
was, an excellent group of club members who, with the interests of their club in 

mind, all lent their expertise and time to make it the success that it was. Thank you! 
To emulate Jimmy Spittal, “Now for Field Day boys! (and girls)”………….  

Our latest club members 
who all passed their 

Amateur Radio exam after 
the HamCram… 

 
L - R: 

Nick Batt 
Matt Kerr 

Greg Barton 
Shaun Crabb 

Helen McKenzie 
(daughter of Philip, ZL3GP) 

P7 of 9 



P8 of 9 

 

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING Via Zoom 
28th January 2021 at 19:35 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Grant Simpson, Don Laing, John Errington, Ken Hynds, 
 

Apologies: Ken Menzies, David Rothwell 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: 02/12/20 Marlborough District Council Environmental Plan Variations  
 (not applicable for MARC) 
 22/01/21 Douglas Birt – LGLO draft annual report 
 27/01/21 HamCram recording 
Outward: 26/01/21 Condolence card to Helen Harris 
 HamCram correspondence to Tutors & VCC clubrooms 

   
Finance: Accounts at Reviewer prior to AGM 
 Invoices due from Grant Simpson & Helen Harris for HamCram expenses 
 Only income this year expected from Grape Ride but MARC involvement not confirmed.  Bill 
C to follow up with Stuart Watchman Action BC
  

Business Arising: 
 Weld Cone Repeater; New firmware & software update just received this January which now being 

installed & tested.  PR/BC 
Once operational will also make controller systems at other repeaters better and easier to update. GS 

 Ned; Now operational after transmitter exchange and reset. Failure cause unknown. 
 Brayshaw Park; Rotator issue after period of heavy winds. Cycled through full range and now OK. 
 Kaikoura; Site visited, measured up and everything should fit. Battery condition unknown and a simple 

receive antenna will need to be fitted.  GS 
 

AREC: Don & Helen attended current CIMS4 course at EOC. Still await certification.  PR 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 HAM Cram; Tutor meeting held at VCC club rooms on 21/01/21. All seems good for weekend. 

Suggestion that we consider involving REAP for future HamCram courses. BC/DL 
Suggestion that the HamCram course be recorded and uploaded to Social Media. Decided that not this 
course as yet to gain experience & confidence. Also issues of legal privacy requirements and having 
suitable equipment. However agreed that MARC should have a social media presence and appointing a 
dedicated MARC Social Media Coordinator to be considered.  

 Onamalutu Picnic; A good day was had by all and Bill C expressed his thanks to all those that made it 
happen. 

 MARC Asset Checking; Working party confirmed for 14 Feb ’21 at 9:30am to empty cupboards at EOC 
truck shed to sort and record current assets. Arrange for Notice in Interface. DL/PR/ALL 

 Brayshaw USA Ham Transmit Access; Request from a USA Ham to have access to the system to enable 
contact with Antarctica based Hams as 20m conditions too poor to enable direct access from USA. Would 
only be for a few times monthly during early afternoon periods. Agreed to provide transmit privileges.  GS 

 

Future Events 2021 

30/31 Jan HamCram 

11 Feb Philip Middlemiss on weather stations  

27/28 Feb HF Field Day - BC to coordinate 

11 March MARC AGM (Nomination forms in next Interface and at next meeting) 

8 April Blenheim Airport control tower visit 

25 April Grape Ride 

13 May Graeme McKay presentation 

10 June Grant Simpson workshop for members’ meter accuracy testing  
 

Meeting Closed: 20.25 
 

Next Committee Meeting: 26th February 2021 

 

NOTE: March is the AGM (which does not stand for All Go Missing) so 
you will find a nomination form on the next page for your consideration. 
Feel free to nominate another member or ask someone to nominate you if 
you would like to put yourself forward.  
Minutes from the last AGM will be in the next Interface. Read them there 
and they can be taken as read on the night, saves a lot of time and having 
to listen to them be read out! 



2021/2022 
 

 

I Nominate  
 

……………………………………………………………………….  

 

a duly paid member of NZART, Call Sign ………………………. 

 

Position nominated for …………………………………………… 

(Please list one; Club President, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Member, AREC Section 

Leader, Call Sign Trustees, Repeater Trustees, Examination Supervisors, Morse Examiners, 

Social Group Manager, QSL Manager, Training, Librarian, Hon Reviewer, Interface Editor, 

Webmaster.)                               

 

 

Nomination accepted by: …………………………………Signature 

 

Nominator: ………………………………… 

 

Call Sign: ………………………………… 

 

Seconder: ………………………………… 

 

Call Sign: ………………………………… 

 

Nominations must be forwarded to the Club Secretary by hand, by email, 

(marcbranch22@gmail.com) or P.O.Box 432 Blenheim by no later than the 28th February 

2018. 
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JOKES TO MAKE YOU GROAN… 
 

Q: Why did the nurse need a red pen at work? 
A: In case she had to draw blood. 

I told my wife she was drawing her eyebrows too high - she looked surprised! 

I tried to sue the airport for misplacing my luggage. I lost my case. 

An iphone and a firework were arrested on New Year’s Eve. One was charged and the other was let off. 

Q: What happened to the man who stole a calendar on New Year’s Eve? 
A: He got 12 months 

My wife told me she needed more space. I said “No problem” and locked her out of the house. 

Q: Why do bees have sticky hair? 
A: Because they use honeycombs. 

Today at the bank and old lady asked me to check her balance, so I pushed her over. 

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 

After being married for 30 years, a wife asked her husband to describe her. 
He looked at her for a while then said, “You’re A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K.” 
She asked “What does that mean?” 
He said “Adorable, Beautiful, Cute, Delightful, Elegant, Foxy, Gorgeous, Hot.” 
She smiled happily and said :Oh that’s lovely! What about I,J,K?” 
He said “I’m Just Kidding.” 
The swelling in his eye is going down and the doctor is fairly optimistic about saving his family jewels. 

 


