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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting;........ Mar 11, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............. Mar 18, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. Mar 25, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. AGM ......................................................... 11 March 

2. Combined BBQ & Fox Hunt with Nelson .. 13 March 

3. Airport Control Tower Visit ........................ 08 April 

4. Grape Ride ............................................... 24 April 

5. Graeme McKay presentation .................... 13 May 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

March Level March Level March Level March Level 1111    2021202120212021 

Fun Quiz! 
Toss the Tait!

Fox Hunt! 

COMBINED BRANCH 22 
& BRANCH 26 BBQ 

CARLUKE, RAI VALLEY 
 

DATE: March 13th. RSVP to Caryl please 
for catering purposes! 

TIME: 11am onwards. THERE WILL BE A 
FOX HUNT so bring your gear. If you have 
spare, please bring it for someone else to 
use. 

WHERE: Carluke Hall, Rai Valley. Plenty of 
cover, so will be held even if wet. 

BRING: A salad and/or dessert to share, 
eating utensils, cups, plates and chairs. 

Clubs will supply meats (sausages, patties, 
bacon), hot spuds, onions, bread & butter, 
tomato sauce. 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING EOC 
11TH FEBRUARY 2021 AT 19:50 HOURS 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ian Conway, Don Jamieson, Grant Simpson, Gerard Van 
Antwerpen, Ron Harris, Graeme McKay, John Errington, Ken Menzies, Nelson Bateman, Gareth Haylock, Ken 
Menzies, Don Jamieson, Nicholas Batt 

Apologies: Gavin Piercy, Ken Hynds, Helen Harris, Paul Rennie, Bernie Lankshire, Neville Marr, Chris Grant 

Visitors: Ian MacPherson ZL3TAO 

Correspondence:  
 Inward - None   Outward - Condolence card to family of silent key Graham McCullock ZL2MAC 

Finance: No Treasurer report 

Matters Arising:   
A minutes silence in memory of silent key Graham “Mac” McCullock ZL2MAC 
Ham Cram was very successful with all five candidates passing and thanks for all those involved 

Reports: 
Repeater: 
Ward; Ward repeater – Controller firmware upgrade received January 2021 which is a significant improvement 
and eliminates additional circuitry previously required. Major software re-write in progress. Now means that all 
repeaters will have the same configuration and only particular location software needs to be loaded in the event of 
a repeater replacement.  PR/GS 

SAR / AREC  PR 
CIMS4 certificate received by Don L for course held last November 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
ARISS - Neville Marr is prepared to lead a group of members interested in promoting school ISS contacts in 2022 
as part of their STEM curriculum in order to raise the Club profile and to contribute to the community.  
If anybody is interested please contact Neville 

Future Events 

14/02/21    Club asset audit,  EOC truck shed at 09:30am 

27~28/02/21 HF Field Day. Usual place Dillions Point road Start 11:30am 

11/03/21 MARC AGM (Nomination forms in next “Interface” and at next meeting 

13/03/21 Combined Nelson BBQ & Fox Hunt, Carluke, Rai Valley 

08/04/21 Blenheim airport control tower visit 

24/04/21 Grape Ride 

13/05/21 Graeme McKay presentation 

10/06/21 Grant Simpson workshop for member’s meter accuracy testing 

Meeting closed 20:05 

Meeting Presentation 
Philip Middlemiss gave an interesting presentation on his 
customised Picton weather station and the international 
data interface. 

Next meeting – 11th March 2021  

They said a mask & gloves were 
enough to go to the supermarket. 

 

They lied, everybody else had 
clothes on! 

Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ?  
Let Caryl know ASAP.  

Looks like we will be outnumbered by Nelson again. 
Numbers needed for catering.  

Thanks to those who have already replied. 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
25th February 2021 at 19:30 Hours 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing, John Errington, Ken Hynds, Paul Rennie 
 

Apologies: Ken Menzies, David Rothwell, Grant Simpson 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: None  Outward: HamCram correspondence to NZART 

 

Finance: Accounts have been reviewed ready for AGM 
Still await invoices due from Grant Simpson & Helen Harris for HamCram expenses 
David Rothwell has kindly donated the butcher’s bill for the Onamalatu BBQ 
Grape Ride – Stuart Watchman has been in contact with Organisers. They have requested 
invoice prior to event. Action SW/BC 

 

Business Arising: 
 Field day organisation proceeding Action BC 
 Weld Cone Repeater PR/BC 

Understand that new firmware & software update installation proceeding. GS  
 Brayshaw Park GS/DL/GVA 

Antenna coupling to rotator mast failed. Coupling had become loose and as wind rotated antenna around 
the mast aluminium pipe the simple serrated type U bolt pipe clamp coupling cut into and nearly cut through 
the pipe. Refitted slightly below damaged section. Gerard assisting in designing better clamp arrangement.  

 

AREC PR 
Dip Flat SAREX scheduled for 17 ~ 23 April 2021-03-01 
New ID cards being printed  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 MARC Asset Checking  DL/KH 

Paul & Don checked out MARC cupboard at EOC truck shed and have several marked up lists.  
Don to meet up with Ken to make up single asset list  

 Neville Marr has advised that K4UEE advertises DVD’s that may be suitable for Club meetings.  
To check out and advise. DL 

 Space Station Contact – Neville Marr is enrolled onto Webinar regarding process & requirements for 
making an application. 

 AGM – Primary officer nominations completed. Current officers have confirmed accepting positions for 
20~21 year.  

 

Future Events 
11/03/21  MARC AGM (Nomination forms in next Interface and at next meeting 
08/04/21 Blenheim airport control tower visit 
 May be conflict with airshow preparations. Alternative “Favourite Tool” discussion 
24/04/21 Grape Ride 
13/05/21 Graeme McKay presentation 
10/06/21 Grant Simpson workshop for members’ meter accuracy testing 
 

Meeting Closed: 20:55    
 

Next Committee Meeting: 25th March 2021 
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TWO GOLDEN RULES 
TO A HAPPY MARRIAGE 

 

1. The wife is always right. 

2. When you feel she’s wrong, 
slap yourself and read Rule 
number 1 again. 

Are you coming to the 
Carluke BBQ?  

Let Caryl know ASAP.  

 

Field Day photo Matt Kerr 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 88th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
EOC 12 March 2020, 19:35 

 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Tony Whitaker, Chris Grant, Paul 
Rennie, Grant Simpson, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Bernie Lankshear, Ian Conway, John Errington, Wayne Parker, 
Helen & Ron Harris, Don Jamieson, Graeme McKay, Ken Menzies, David Rothwell 
 

Apologies: John Neal, Gavin Piercy, Rob Carter, Kay Hannagan, Christine Conway, Stuart Watchman 
 

Welcome by Bill Cousins then silent tribute to the memory of John Hyndman 
 

Minutes of the 2019 AGM:  p. Gerard Van Antwerpen   s.  Bill Cousins Carried 
 

Matters arising: Note mistype of stated 2018 meeting time of 19:90  
 

Correspondence: None    
 

Reports: 
Financial: Balance sheet and asset list as in the March 2020 Interface. 
 p. Ken Hynds   s.  John Errington Carried 
 

The following reports were published in the March 2020 Interface: 
• QSL Manager 
• President 

• Exam Supervisors 
• AREC 
• Webmaster (Note cost numerical error) 
• Social Group 

Reports accepted  p. Helen Harris  s. Chris Grant Carried 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  
President:    Bill Cousins   

Vice President:   Ken Menzies  

Secretary:    Don Laing  

Treasurer:    Ken Hynds  

Account reviewer:  Blenheim Accounting Services 

 p. Ken Hynds  s. John Errington Carried 
 

Committee:   Grant Simpson, Paul Rennie, David Rothwell, John Errington 

QSL Manager:   Bill Cousins 

Exam Supervisors:  John Neal, Bill Cousins  

Call Sign Trustees:  David Rothwell, Stuart Watchman 

Repeater Trustees:  Grant Simpson, Ken Menzies 

Morse examiner:   Ken Menzies 

Social Group Coordinator: Chris Grant / Christine Conway 

Librarian:    Gerard Van Antwerpen 

Interface Editor:   Caryl Simpson 

Web Master:   Gerard Van Antwerpen 

AREC Section Leader:   Paul Rennie                  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 Subscription for 2020 ~ 21: 

Agreed to remain at $20 individual,   $25 family p Bill Cousins   s.  Ian Conway Carried 

 Insurance premium payment (>$1000) authorized p  Ken Hynds  s  John Errington Carried 

Meeting closed at 19:50 
 

Make sure you read these 2020 AGM Minutes, 
plus all the reports on the next 6 pages, so 
they can be “taken as read” at the AGM. 

Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ? 
Let Caryl know ASAP.  



FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Our finances for 2020 took a hit of about $1500.00 and the outlook for 2021 is no better with a forecast reduction 
of about $2500.00 with the loss of the wine festival for this year and the Xmas parade. 
We have the Grape ride and I hope some other events that may help. 
 
- Ken Hynds, Treasurer, MARC 
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Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ? Let Caryl know ASAP.  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  -  March, 2021 

As with most organisations, COVID-19 and lockdowns have affected our club activities. However, currently things 
are reasonably normal and we hope that situation, or better, continues. 

It has been an interesting year, not without controversy, but also some progress. 

The highlights would be the re-establishment of a hut and antenna pole on Weld Cone in October, 2020 and the 
running of a HamCram in January, 2021.  A major refurbishment of the Brayshaw Park tower to make raising and 
lowering easier and safer was also undertaken in July. Opportunity was also taken to repaint the tower. 

Since my last report, permission was regained to establish the Ward repeater back on Weld Cone, albeit in a 
more accessible position. Much thanks go to Ian Conway for his negotiations with the farmer. I’m very grateful 
also to Paul Rennie for accepting a “Clerk of Works” role to ensure that the hut and antenna pole were suitably 
installed. Members were warned earlier in the year that the possible expenditure could be as much as $5000 - 
$6000, drawing some criticism but, thanks to Paul’s very effective negotiations, the installation was achieved for 
about $2300. Unfortunately, necessary modifications to the actual repeater equipment were not able to be 
completed over the winter and lambing period and still require further work before the Ward repeater, and 
hopefully the much-awaited Kaikoura link, are up and running. The need to concentrate on the Ward gear has 
also meant that the 6m beacon and the Jamies Knob installation have had to be put to one side. Perhaps this 
indicates a necessity for the workload on all this gear to be distributed around several capable people. 

The HamCram was originally scheduled for April, 2020 but had to be shelved due to lockdown. Eventually, this 
event took place on 30/31st January at the Vintage Car Club rooms and succeeded in that all five candidates 
passed the exam and have since been issued with their callsigns. Once again, grateful thanks is due to the fine 
team that ensured that this occurred. 

A MARC assets check, mooted in June, was completed in February, 2021. Thanks are due to Don Laing and Paul 
Rennie for seeing to this important exercise. 

The regular events have proceeded apace, despite COVID, with Field Day in March, Lighthouse Event in August, 
several AREC activities (see separate report) and regular general meeting speakers/events throughout the year. 
However, we have and will miss Tony, ZL2RKL, a regular supporter who is hunkered down in the motherland. 
Social activities have also continued, with the monthly lunches at the Vines, the Mid-Winter lunch in July and the 
BBQ’s in January and March. A highlight of the former in November was a change in venue to Picton, enabling 
Picton members to join the group. 

The first of the intended visits to various establishments took place in November with a visit to the control room of 
Marlborough Lines. Another is scheduled for April, 2021, hopefully to the Woodbourne control tower. The shack 
visits seem to have languished, with only one such offer last year. 

An unfortunate loss of revenue has occurred in that, with a stiffening of traffic control regulations for the Christmas 
Parade, we will no longer be assisting there. COVID put paid to the Wine & Food Festival for 2021, but we can 
expect to have that event back on the agenda for 2022. Another loss of a different kind was the passing of Mac 
McCulloch, ZL2MAC, in Christchurch. Many members will remember Mac’s cheery personality. 

I have been brought to realise this year my lack of abilities in the fields of 
modern technology and consequently intend to address that. However, 
thanks to John Errington, the Committee have held most of their meetings, 
beginning at lockdown last year, on Zoom. This has proved very 
successful and will probably continue. The Zoom streaming of General 
Meetings has also been investigated and could be useful for the likes of 
Gavin Piercy and others, who cannot attend of an evening. 

Finally, my thanks to the Committee, particularly those such as Grant who 
have had to operate under some difficulties, for their contributions and 
support for the good of the club. There are also those outside the 
committee who rise to the occasion when help is required, or needs arise, 
and I would want you to know that this is not only appreciated but 
necessary if our club is to continue successfully. 

73, 

- Bill   
“Even if these meetings do last an 

eternity, we’ll continue to refer to this 
report as ‘the minutes’.”  
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Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ?  
Let Caryl know ASAP.  



 

WEBMASTER / LIBRARIAN REPORT 
Our website, ZL2KS.org.nz, has been up and running since 2016, and there have been no problems that I’m 
aware of. Not much has changed in the last year, we did add a page relating to the HamCram when that was 
being organised. 

The site stats list about 200-300 visits every month, of which 
40-100 are unique ones, this is up from 2019 when these 
numbers were about half. As some (or all?) of these visits 
may be just other computers trawling through the internet, it’s 
hard to say how many people are actually using the site. The 
2020 statistics show that 77% of the visits are less than 30 
seconds, so most likely not human. 
We are using about 350 Mb, around 35% of the 1024 
available, at a yearly cost of $79.50 ($20 for the domain 
name, and $59.50 for the webhosting). Every month the 
club’s newsletter is added to the site, and occasionally some 
other information is added or updated. There are currently 12 

pages on the site, with information on our repeaters, remote HF-station, newsletter, some committee matters, 
AREC, and some presentations. If there is anything you feel we need to add please let the committee know and it 
will be considered. 
On the library front not much to report either for 2020, it’s still available to members, but not many requests for 
books were received. An overview of the material held is available on our website. Thanks to Bill ZL2AYZ and 
John Zl2LI who regularly bring in the RSGB RadCom and ARRL QST magazines for members to take home and 
share. These have not been added to the library, but are a welcome addition to the ‘floating’ collection, please 
bring them along for others to look through once you have had them for a while. 
 

- Gerard ZL2GVA 

EXAMINER’S REPORT - MARCH 2021 
 
The first HamCram staged by Branch 22 netted five examinees, all of whom passed the exam and have since 
been issued with their callsigns. Two of these folk achieved the creditable score of 58/60!  
The HamCram itself was quite a major exercise, modelled on the Christchurch experience and we were grateful 
for helpful advice and material from Branch 05. The willing participation of six tutors made for a manageable 
workload and was much appreciated. 
Initially, this exercise was scheduled for April, 2020 but the COVID-19 lockdown put paid to that. Eventually it was 
run in February, 2021. 
There are at least two other potential candidates out there wanting to do either a HamCram or sit the exam, so 
there should be more activity as 2021 progresses.   
 
- ZL2AYZ 

QSL MANAGER’S REPORT - MARCH 2021 
 
COVID-19 has a lot to answer for and that includes a lack of incoming QSL cards via the Bureau. The only cards 
received from the bureau were in March, 2020. 11 were for ZL2AYZ, 3 for ZL7C and 1 each for ZL2KS and 
ZL2TW. 
One of Bill’s was for a SSB contact with ZS6EZ in Pretoria on 10m a couple of years ago. Nothing extraordinarily 
unusual in that, except that I was parked in my campervan on the shores of Lake Pukaki in the McKenzie country 
using my IC-706 (80W) and a ground-based quarterwave vertical. He gave me 59. 
One of the ZL7C cards was for a QSO in 2002! Obviously this wasn’t Ian Conway or I, but there was a DXpedition 
on the Chathams at the time using the same callsign. The logs from that time seemed to have been lost and Ken 
ZL4HU is SK, leaving many frustrated DXers begging for confirmations, even at this late stage. Which just goes to 
show how important it is to preserve logs at sought-after places, even for decades after the event! 
Stuart’s card was from RT80KEDR, celebrating the 80th birthday of Yuri Gargarin, the first Russian astronaut. 
The ZL2KS card was from Field Day in 2019 when OL100ZH was worked on 40m SSB, celebrating the 100th 
birthday of a Czech writer/traveller. 
Hopefully, 2021 will see the resumption of more bureau activities. The delays in bureau deliveries are long 
enough already, even under normal conditions! 
 
 - ZL2AYZ  
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Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ? Let Caryl know ASAP.  



SOCIAL LUNCHEON REPORT 
This year has been a bit different, but around COVID lockdowns, we have continued to enjoy luncheons at the 
Redwood Tavern each month.  An average of 11 members have attended.  We travelled to Waikawa in November 
to make it easier for our Picton members to join us, which made a nice change of scenery, and we discussed 
making this an annual event.  There seems to have been some changes to the management at the Tavern, but so 
far the meals have met our needs, and it is easy to access, with good car parking, so we will continue there 
unless there is a need for change.  Anyone is very welcome to join us; there is lots of ‘radio’ discussion, however, 
we do sometimes hear most interesting things which others have done in ‘past lives’, or try and put the world to 
rights.    
 
- ZL2CHG  

AREC REPORT FOR 2020 – 2021 
 
The last year has seen numerous changes within AREC Headquarters with the new logo put out to the Area 
Managers for their approval and finally after much deliberation, a decision has been made. New ID cards are 
under way to being printed and then circulated out to the various areas. I should be receiving them soon for 
distribution. There has also been serious discussion re clothing for ALL AREC staff relevant to each individual’s 
task, that is if you are IMT staff you will receive minimal clothing according to your task. If you are outdoors staff 
obviously one will receive clothing suitable for that environment. 
I did attend the AREC meeting early last September in Wellington on the Friday, then followed by the NZART 
shortened conference (thanks to Covid), and finished up with a shortened session on Sunday giving everyone 
enough time to travel home. 
We have had the usual SAR callouts, but with the use of PLB’s and other tracking devices, outdoor people are 
being more responsible for their activities. The major SAR activity last year was the Clarence search which was 
carried out over 7 days with a non result. Thanks to Ron, Helen, Gareth, Graeme and others for their time and 
involvement in that drawn out search. 
At this stage I would like to thank Graeme McKay for his involvement in being a new person to be involved in 
AREC, he is very keen to be involved with the IMT team and has already spent time with Ron at the weekend 
SAR camp at Pine Valley to view the workings of Sartrac and is very impressed with the setup. 
Due to Covid restrictions, the usual week at Dip Flat assisting the Christchurch Branch with communications for 
the annual Police Sarex did not proceed, but it looks very much like it is on this year in mid April, once again I will 
be taking the CCV up for the week. 
I did attend the annual Westfest in Murchison last year which is a first for me and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
weekend activities, presenters, morning and afternoon teas by Topsy and crew which went down very well, also 
managing to put a face to the voice. 
I have attended most local SAR meetings, some obviously held by zoom but still keeping with proceedings albeit 
in a different manner. 
 
- Paul Rennie 
AREC AREA MANAGER 
TASMAN SAR 

REPEATER REPORT 
 
There has been a lot going on over the past 12 months with some failures and much frustration with the ongoing 
restoration of Ward and Kaikoura repeaters. 
Picton; This repeater has been mostly problem free apart from a couple of failures when it went off air. 
Unfortunately there was a delay before I was made aware of the problem. Using the remote reset installed 
previously, restored service each time. 
Blenheim; Just after Christmas, this repeater went off air with no sign of even a very weak signal from the 
transmitter. A team was quickly put together to go to the site to investigate. The Vertex VXR9000 repeater from 
the Kaikoura equipment was quickly prepared for use at the Ned site. The spare controller was programmed with 
the correct software for the Ned site too. On arrival, the team found everything looking quite normal but the 
VXR9000 was non responsive. Turned the power off then back on and all worked correctly. 
The spare VXR9000 was installed so the original could be returned for testing and later installation at Kaikoura. 
Much easier to get to than the Ned site. The controller was not changed. The team did some maintenance at the 
site.  
Ward; A lot of time and effort has resulted in procuring a new site, close to the original one at Ward. A new steel 
mast has been installed along with antennas for the installation of the repeater and link radios. There has been 
delay after delay with the sorting out of the repeater equipment, mainly to do with the linking to Kaikoura. This has 
meant a major revision of the software and update of the firmware too. As we have a spare controller, the 
software has been changed so all sites can eventually be updated with the same firmware and software so future 
repairs or upgrades will be much easier. Some extra hardware has been installed in the Kaikoura and Ward sites 
to ensure there is no feedback through the linking system. 
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Testing is almost finished and also writing of the software and hardware manuals. 
STSP; This has not had much use but has had a good check over and repair and retune of the combiner. The 
antenna cable had an intermittent connector replaced and tested ok. 
6 Metre Beacon; No progress this year as time has been taken precedence with the Kaikoura and Ward system 
upgrade. 
Remote HF; A few problems over the last 12 months. Finally tracked down the intermittent unexplained failures of 
the radio to noise on the battery feed caused by the rotator inverter. A large LC filter has been installed in line and 
his has stopped the problem. During the Covid lockdown it was noticed the beam had a loose wire and appeared 
to have moved on the tower. Once the restrictions were reduced, the beam was lowered. While down, some 
corrosion was noticed on the tower and it was obvious it needed a new coat of paint. The winches used were 
normal boat trailer types with no automatic braking system. There was no automatic brake on the upper section of 
the tower either. If the winch rope broke or the winch handle was let go, there was a very real possibility of severe 
injury to the operator and damage to the antenna and tower. Cuddon engineers removed the tower for repair and 
upgrade of the winches. A brake was added to prevent damage in the event of a winch or cable failure. The tower 
was repainted by us in the Cuddon workshop. After very recent strong winds, the tower was lowered to see why 
the beam appeared to have moved again. The clamps holding the beam on the top of the tower had been moving 
on the pipe so will need replacing very soon. A new clamp is being designed to prevent this problem reappearing. 
Fortunately, the pipe will not need to be replaced. 
IRLP; After a power outage earlier last year, the IRLP failed. This will return to service once the Ward and 
Kaikoura installation is completed. 
 
- Grant, ZL2BK  
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Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ? Let Caryl know ASAP.  

Field Day photos thanks to Graeme McKay 
and Don Jamieson. 

 
Report on page 12 plus more photos on 

page 13. 

Left: Russell Young (closest) on 80m & 
Don Jamieson on 40m.  
Both possibly operating CW at the time. 

Graeme McKay (left) Ian Conway (obscured) and Stuart Watchman 

Upright erection end of Dillons Pt Rd 



HAM CRAM – AN INSIDERS LOOK 

On reflection I’m not entirely sure why I wanted to do the Ham Cram and (hopefully) pass the license exam. With 
no background in radio use, apart from listening to SW stations as a kid on an old radio in our lounge, and only a 
casual use of PRS while managing races I didn’t really have an immediate need. Gerard had told me about the 
course and presented a convincing argument that went along the lines of “You should get your license” plus with 
the price of the course being very reasonable and nothing springing to mind to support a counter position I had 
signed up. 

It was only after Bill had dropped off the hefty student manual with instructions on what sections I needed to study 
before the course, that I realised that maybe this was going to be more difficult than I expected. Skimming through 
the book, I quietly cursed the 16 year old edition of myself that really should have paid more attention in physics 
class – Mr Byrne would neither be happy nor surprised at my current predicament. I vowed to try and get through 
a couple of chapters a night, with an aim of completing the entire thing before the course began. 

The student manual is, for the most part, pretty reasonable in many areas but utterly deficient in others. In several 
cases there is no chance of answering the test questions based on the material that is presented. Sometimes 
there is just not enough to give you a chance to answer without additional information (thanks Section 19 – 
Transmitter Theory) whereas others swamp you with a lot of information that doesn’t really help at all with the 
questions (I’m looking at you: Section 29 – Interference and Filtering). With my pre study as complete as it was 
going to be and my confidence at a new low I set off to the first day of Ham Cram. 

At the class I met the three other “students” who had signed up and, after initial introductions, we were launched 
straight into the new world of Amateur Radio. All of the presenters were excellent and very patient. Distilling 
decades of knowledge and experience into a form accessible to complete novices is quite a skill. Thankfully, they 
didn’t seem to mind my kindergarten style questions and were happy to explain things further if I was still 
confused. This certainly helped fill in the missing sections from my pre-study. As each topic was presented I found 
myself becoming more engrossed in the subjects. I had attended the course with no real expectations but now I 
was actively interested. 

While the course was excellent, the morning and afternoon teas were brilliant. In fact it was worth attending for 
these alone. I certainly appreciated the effort that went into preparing everything and how friendly everyone was. 

Over both days the pace of topic delivery was about right. I think that there was some surprise that some topics 
took longer than expected – more from the tutors point of view than the students. While it was a relatively long 
couple of days it didn’t seem to drag from my perspective. 

Exam time! I can’t actually remember the last exam I took – it must have been something relating to my IT study 
30 years ago, so I was actually a little apprehensive about this part. I did, however, have a strategy. Firstly as it 
was multi choice, I would have to do something spectacularly wrong to not get 25% right. Secondly, I had noticed 
that each study section indicated how many questions would be asked on each topic. For example, Legislation is 
worth 7 points – that’s over 10% of the exam questions and one that I figured I needed to pay attention to. My 
plan was to focus on the big ticket items and just try and recall what the answers were for the less valuable 
sections. With a strategy in place and a decision to not try and second guess myself I turned the page and worked 
my way down the questions.  

Then it was time to wait to see the outcome. This always takes longer than you expect but it's a serious business 
and the correct process needs to be followed. Finally the result... 51. Somewhere I had dropped 9 questions, a 
little more than I had hoped for but still a pass. With a lot of help from the tutors I had actually managed to pass 
the exam. In fact, we all had. The course was officially 100% successful. 

I completed the paperwork, paid the fee, handed over a photo of myself that makes me look like I’m on the run, 
am armed and dangerous and shouldn’t be approached at any cost, and waited for the license to arrive in the 
post. About a week later it appeared in the mail – I was now officially allowed to transmit in an initially limited 
number of "novice" bands. 

So this is really the start of my journey. I have a license but at the moment only a handheld that operates on 2m 
and 70cm (which I used recently to talk to ZL2GVA using the Takaka repeater while over there on holiday – that 
was pretty cool). 

So, if anyone has anything that they are interested in selling or lending that could help get me started then please 
get in touch – nick@chaingang.co.nz or send me a message on 027 296 8674 (alternatively I have been listening 
to the VHF Mondays although not much has been happening but I’m ZL2NEB) . 

In some ways there really needs to be something to follow on from the cram session something like “You’ve 
passed your license, now what??”. 

I’ve had some good follow up contact with Gerard and Neville, both of which have been very useful and offered 
good advice but there is obviously so much for me to learn – and that’s what makes it interesting. I’ll try not to 
frustrate you all with stupid questions. 

Thanks, 

Nick, ZL2NEB 
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Are you coming to the Carluke BBQ? 
Let Caryl know ASAP.  



FIELD DAY REPORT  -  2021 

This year saw a great turnout of both helpers with setup and operators which ensured all operating slots were 
catered for, resulting in commendable scores. Speaking of catering, I don’t know what Chris Grant and Christine 
Conway slipped into the sumptuous spread they provided for tea on Saturday night, but the operators were fired 
up and acquitted themselves very well! 

The weather was excellent and a gentle breeze helped to keep temperatures at a tolerable level. The antenna-
raising exercise went smoothly and we were very grateful to those who came out just to assist with that task. We 
used the half-wave dipoles on each band again, as in previous years, and these performed well although the 40m 
dipole was not quite as high as we have had it in previous years, which may have worked to our disadvantage. 
Our transceivers were the trusty IC718’s. 

The number of stations worked on 80m SSB this year was 40% better than last year and 30% better than 2019. 
This ensured that we had the highest total in the South Island, on 80m at least, as the CW contacts were also up 
by some 20%. Our 40m totals were similar to last year, but better than 2019. Even so, this year’s totals did not 
stack up so well against some of the other south island participants, for reasons surmised below. Our total 
claimed score of 242,592 is some 53% better than last year. For all that, the Midland Trophy probably slipped 
from our grasp due to the considerably better performance of the likes of Christchurch (ZL3AC Br 05) and North 
Canterbury (ZL3RR Br 68) on 40m. It is likely also that their multipliers (number of branches worked) will be 
slightly higher as they probably worked upper north island stations that we did not hear. However, it was a very 
enjoyable weekend for all that and the support very creditable and hopefully fun! 

The number of branches active was higher than in recent years, which is a good sign. A few individuals took the 
opportunity to activate branches in recess. One of these was ZL6YOTA (Youngsters-on-the-Air), working as 
Gisborne (Br 11), Jock White’s old branch. 

I mentioned above that our 40m score was relatively low compared to the stations in the south (ZL3AC, ZL3RR & 
ZL4AA). For example, in the closing hour of the contest, our station count was about 251, while these three were 
402, 407 and 350 respectively. This also applied to a couple of big guns up north (ZL1XH and ZL1AM) whose 
scores were 423 and 364. Analysis of the logs later seemed to indicate that their gains tended to be during the 
day when we, being in the middle of the country, were probably in the skip zone. This means that these southern 
stations were probably working the north when we couldn’t hear them or they couldn’t hear us. A bit hard to fight 
against that! This causes the question to be raised “How did Nelson get on, then?” Unfortunately Nelson did not 
appear to enter a station on 40m, so a comparison cannot be made. Motueka did, however, but may have 
knocked off on Saturday evening as we did not work them on Sunday. 

Another factor is that the previous restriction of working DX to the Pacific region only has been removed which 
opens up another field of endeavour to keen DXers. By 2100 hrs on Saturday, Motueka (ZL2GK) had chalked up 
some 200 stations compared to our (and others) 120 odd, which begs the question “How did they do that?” My 
guess (as we won’t know without looking at their logs) is that they concentrated on working as much DX as they 
could. They have some gun men in that field e.g. ZL3PAH. Sure, no multipliers, but very useful station numbers 
for all that. We worked the four VK’s that called us, but did not go hunting for them. 

An interesting development was the number of stations worked on 40m in the early hours of Sunday, between 
0600 and 0800, by Russell (ZL1AZB) and Graeme (ZL2BDS). Usually we pay scant attention to 40m at this time 
as propagation generally makes it a waste of time and effort at these hours. However, 5 CW stations were found 
in the first hour and another 6 stations (mainly SSB) in the second. Perhaps propagation is changing with the new 
solar cycle! 

In this day and age it is dangerous to leave catering tasks to the women (very chauvinistic and all that) but one 
still has to admit that they do a far better job! Much thanks to Chris Grant and Christine Conway for a delightful 
meal on Saturday evening, with enough leftovers to see us right for lunch on Sunday! Another advantage to this 
was that us guys were able to keep the communications flowing instead of having to knock off to see to the 
sausages. 

So while we are on the plaudits, much thanks go to Ian Conway, 
Russell Young, Graeme McKay, Rob Carter, Stuart Watchman, Don 
Jamieson, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Paul Rennie, Ken Menzies, Bill 
Cousins and David Rothwell who ensured every operating slot, 
phone and CW, were covered, on both bands. Setup and tear down 
was well handled by John Errington, Matt Kerr, Nick Batt, Don 
Jamieson, Ian Conway, Graeme McKay, Stuart Watchman, Bill 
Cousins and Ken Menzies. None of this would work, of course, 
without the gear loaned by Grant, Stuart, Bill, Ian and Paul. 

We are fortunate to have the favour of the property owners at the 
Dillons Point site and the good relations that Ian maintains with 
them, so our grateful thanks go to them also. 

Join the party next year!                (More photos next page)  
Ken intent in tent, as seen through the mesh window 
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Ken intent in tent, 
as seen through 
the mesh window 



2021/2022 
 

 

I Nominate  

 

……………………………………………………………………….  

 

a duly paid member of NZART, Call Sign ………………………. 

 

Position nominated for …………………………………………… 

(Please list one; Club President, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Member, AREC Section 

Leader, Call Sign Trustees, Repeater Trustees, Examination Supervisors, Morse Examiners, 

Social Group Manager, QSL Manager, Training, Librarian, Hon Reviewer, Interface Editor, 

Webmaster.)                               

 

 

Nomination accepted by: …………………………………Signature 

 

Nominator: ………………………………… 

 

Call Sign: ………………………………… 

 

Seconder: ………………………………… 

 

Call Sign: ………………………………… 

 

Nominations must be forwarded to the Club Secretary by hand, by email, 

(marcbranch22@gmail.com) or P.O.Box 432 Blenheim by no later than the 28th February 

2018. 
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Thanks Gerard for 
these two photos.  

Are you coming 
to the Carluke 

BBQ?  
Let Caryl know 

ASAP.  




