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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; ....... April 08, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............ April 15, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. April 22, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. Airport Control Tower Visit POSTPONED ..... 08 April 

2. Brief members’ topics (see below right) ........ 08 April 

3. Grape Ride.................................................. 24 April 

4. Graeme McKay’s presentation ..................... 13 May 

5. Grant Simpson’s meter accuracy workshop .. 10 June 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

April Level April Level April Level April Level 1111    2021202120212021 

COMBINED BRANCH 22 
& BRANCH 26 BBQ 

CARLUKE, RAI VALLEY 

WE WON THE TROPHY BACK! 

GENERAL MEETING (8th April)  
The next General Meeting visit to the 
Woodbourne Control tower has had to 

be changed due to Covid concerns. 
 

We are reverting to the EOC venue 
and, alternatively, asking members to 
consider speaking briefly (5 minutes 

max) on the topic of either: 
 

“The most useful tool or device I 
ever bought”  

or 
“What's on the Bench?”  

ie a current project being worked on. 

Outgoing Branch 22 President Bill 
Cousins, ZL2AYZ accepts the trophy 

from Branch 26 President Stewart 
Robinson, ZL2STR 



2021 

REPORTS 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 89th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

EOC 11 March 2021, 19:35 

Present: Bill Cousins (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Chris Grant, Paul Rennie, Grant 
Simpson, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Ian Conway, John Errington, Don Jamieson, Graeme McKay, Ken Menzies, 
John Neal, Antony Winter, Nick Batt 

Apologies: Wayne Parker, Derek Harding, Christine Conway 

Welcome by Bill Cousins 

Minutes of the 2020 AGM: As published in Interface agreed by those present to be a true and accurate record 

 p. Gerard Van Antwerpen s. Don Jamieson Carried 

Matters arising: None 

Correspondence: None 

Reports: 
Financial: Balance sheet and asset list as in the March 2021 Interface. 

 p. Ken Hynds s. John Menzies Carried 

The Treasurer noted that the Club’s fixed costs (Insurance, License Fees etc) totalled $2,560 but the 
subscriptions from the 39 members only totalled $1,019. Hence sooner or later the current subscription will need 
to be addressed. 

The following reports were published in the March 2021 Interface: 
President 
Examiners 
QSL Manager 
Webmaster / Librarian 
Social Group 
AREC 
Repeater 
 Reports accepted p. John Neal s. John Errington Carried 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
President: John Errington 
Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary: Don Laing 
Treasurer: Ken Hynds 
Account reviewer: Blenheim Accounting Services 
 p. Ken Menzies s. Ian Conway Carried 

Committee: Grant Simpson, Paul Rennie, Graeme McKay, Bill Cousins 
QSL Manager: Bill Cousins 
Examination Supervisors: John Neal, Bill Cousins 
Call Sign Trustees: David Rothwell, Stuart Watchman 
Repeater Trustees: Grant Simpson, Ken Menzies 
Morse examiner: Ken Menzies 
Social Group Coordinator: Chris Grant / Christine Conway 
Librarian: Gerard Van Antwerpen 
Interface Editor: Caryl Simpson 
Web Master: Gerard Van Antwerpen 

AREC Section Leader: Paul Rennie 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Subscription for 2021 ~ 22: 
Agreed to remain at $20 individual, $25 family 
 p Ken Hynds s. John Neal Carried 
Insurance premium & Repeater License fees payment (>$1000) authorized 
 p Ken Hynds s John Errington Carried 
Motion of thanks to the past President and Committee for services rendered 
 p John Errington s Gerard Van Antwerpen Carried 

Meeting closed at 19:50 

 

 

Q: Why does a chicken coop only have two doors? 

A: Because if it had four doors it would be a sedan! 
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Here is the link to a video recommended by John Errington - 
“Light Years Ahead | The 1969 Apollo Guidance Computer”  
https://youtu.be/B1J2RMorJXM.   
It is a very watchable and, in places, very funny discussion of the 
Apollo Guidance Computer and the part it played in the moon 
landing. On the right, for example, is a screen shot from the 
section that explains the famous 1202 error.  Having read several 
different pieces on the AGC I can say that this is by far the best.  

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING 

EOC 11TH March 2021 at 19:50 Hours 

Present: John Errington (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Chris Grant, Paul Rennie, Grant 
Simpson, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Ian Conway, Bill Cousins, Don Jamieson, Graeme McKay, Ken Menzies, John 
Neal, Antony Winter, Nick Batt 

Apologies: Gavin Piercy, Wayne Parker, Derek Harding, Christine Conway 

Visitors: None 

Previous Minutes: As published in Interface agreed by those present as a true and correct record 

Correspondence: 

Inward:  Companies Office - Authority granted re self-service 

Outward:  Condolence card to Simpson family 
 Laing/Simpson/Van Antwerpen emails re Brayshaw mast repair 
 Committee re K4UEE DVD info as per N. Marr’s suggestion 

Finance: General account $12,226.02 
 Reserve account $11,490.38 
 AREC account $ 3,063.61 
 TOTAL $26,820.01 

Grape-ride payment has been received in advance 

Matters Arising: 

Reports: 

Repeater: 

 Ward - Basically working but some software & timing tweaks & levels to be optimised  PR/GS 

 Kaikoura - Same as Ward 

 Brayshaw Park - Gerard has fabricated replacement clamp so to organise it’s fitting  DL/GS/GVA 

 SAR / AREC  PR 
Training held last Tuesday 09/03/21 
Meeting scheduled with AREC Nelson 
ID cards and appropriate clothing to be issued soon 
SAREX Police exercise to be held at Dip Flat 16 ~ 23 April 2021. Volunteers requested 

 General Business: 
ARISS - An application has to be submitted by end of March for 2022 contact. A show of hands indicated 

that there was little interest. To follow up with Neville Marr.  JE 

 Grape Ride - Suggested that we encourage Ham-Cram candidates to participate to maintain enthusiasm. 

Request Stuart Watchman to give presentation at next meeting.  DL 

 EOC Door Key - The key from Grant Simpson’s safe needs to be returned promptly after use to be 

available if required. 

Future Events 

 13/03/21 Combined Nelson BBQ & Fox Hunt, Carluke, Rai Valley 

 08/04/21 Blenheim airport control tower visit (to be confirmed) 

 24/04/21 Grape Ride 

 13/05/21 Graham McKay presentation 

 10/06/21 Grant Simpson workshop for members’ meter accuracy testing 

Meeting closed 21:05 

Next meeting – 8th April 2021 

Error 1202 
 

It looks like you’re trying 
to land on the moon. 
 

Would you like help? 

Yes No 



MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 

25th March 2021 via Zoom 

Health & Safety; Noted. 

Tagging of 230V equipment in shared spaces discussed – not much equipment of this type. 

Attendance; 
Present: John Errington (chair), Bill Cousins, Ken Hynds, Paul Rennie, Graeme McKay, Grant Simpson 
Apologies:  Don Laing 

Correspondence;  

Thank you for condolences card received from Helen and Ron. 

Committee membership and secondment to the committee; 
The committee enthusiastically endorsed the secondment of Nick Batt to the committee, and the appointment of 
Neville Marr as Social Media Coordinator. 

Finance & Membership; 
Total Membership: 43 
Total Funds $26705.27 (change of +$1760.31 for the month). 
Invoices passed for payment:   
The committee agreed to pay $14.74 for Field day expenses and $120.14 for Carluke BBQ meat purchases.  
Left open the question of a HamCram payment to Vintage Car Soc until Don returns. 

Events;  
Grape Ride (24 April 21). Stuart is organising our participation. Bill will contact Stuart with a view to having Stuart 
brief the next general meeting and recruit volunteers.  

Repeaters and Systems; 
Ward and Kaikoura are both working on the bench with some fine tuning remaining (2 or 3 days work). With Paul 
on light duties Grant will need help with the installation – if not arranged prior we will see what can be arranged at 
the next general meeting. 

Noted the reinstallation of the Brayshaw park antenna and thanked all involved. 

Raised the possibility of installing a 160M antenna at Brayshaw Park – will investigate interest level of members. 

Speaker Schedule; 
Bill has accepted the task of Speaker coordinator. 
The control tower is not an option for the time being due to Covid restrictions. For this reason, the next meeting 
will be a request for members to give a brief presentation on “Their favourite tool” or “What’s on the bench” – a 
quick (5 minute) presentation on either a tool they find particularly useful, or the project on which they are 
presently working.  

The speaker schedule stands as; 

8 April 21: “My favourite tool” / “What’s on the bench?” 

13 May 21:  Graeme McKay:  Presentation (Low orbit satellites or asteroids) 

10 June 21:  Grant Simpson:  Meter accuracy testing 

Bill will contact Neville re his possible presentation.  
There was continued interest in seeking out the female British Naval Engineer who we understand now lives in 
Picton.   
All other suggestions welcome. 

AREC; 
No call outs. 
Dip Flat exercise scheduled for 17-23 April 21 (Just before Grape Ride). 

General Business; 

None 

Newsletter and Communications; 
Items for the next Newsletter: 
Request for volunteers for Grape Ride – please attend the next general meeting if possible. 

Please prepare a 5 minute presentation on “My Favourite tool” or “What’s on the bench?” for the next meeting – 
schedule will be worked out on the night. 

Remind new members that they can borrow equipment from the club to get started and we can help if they are 
having trouble getting the 50 contacts required – contact a committee member if needed. 

Confirmation of the date of next meeting;  

22 April 2021. 
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PADDLES ARE THE KEY, OR IS THE KEY A DOUBLE PADDLE? - Gerard, ZL2GVA 

Two new keys this time, an improved double paddle and a single lever. 
I designed and made the new set of double paddles after using the set I built at the end of last year for a while. 
This was an improvement over my previous K8FF set, with the action being a bit lighter. It had the pivot points 
along the principle of the Bencher BY keys, which works well but I did get the occasional hiccough when one of 
the levers slipped of the pivot point. 
So back to the drawing board to make this better. It’s mainly the pivots that affect the action and feel, sealed ball 
bearings are good, but need some more attention at the manufacturing stage of the base. Looking around to see 
what other do, I settled on a simple design along the lines of the Kent or Bencher Hex. Again using magnets for 
the return and this time just polished stainless steel for the contacts, which seems to work fine (my K8FF uses 
stainless against the brass arms and that been ok as well, perhaps with the occasional cleaning wipe of a bit of 
paper). The long black screws in the photo a temporary, I’ll replace them with some machined mild steel (so the 
magnets attract them) disks glued to the stainless arms. 
Allowing for maximum design and experiment flexibility I screwed the arms to the pivot posts, which are held on 
top of the bearings which are set into the base. The finger pieces are again just scraps of MDF board, with the red 
edges painted on using nail polish. Nice bright colour, comes very cheaply from the dollar shop and includes a 
brush as well! 
The single lever was inspired by discussions with Stephen ZL1ANY on what the best practical way would be to 
make one of those. I’ve never used one before, and after trialling this one I can see the appeal of them. You get a 
bit more of the cw-swing than using iambic keying, and I’ve seen references that you are less prone to make 
errors at higher speeds. Stephen had a number of references that we looked at, ranging from Eastern Europe 
style (very utilitarian, but effective, some innovative mechanisms too), to highly polished versions. 
A single lever is a bit different in that the arm has to return to the same centre spot, without an end-stop if ball 
bearings are used. As with 
the other designs springs or 
magnets may be used. In the 
end we settled on the style of 
a KN4YB design for the base, 
combined with a magnet as 
we saw at PA3BVW, rather 
than a blade spring. 
The bearing setup is the 
same as for the double 
version and the magnet 
position can be varied to suit 
your taste. It’s being test 
driven right now by Stephen 
so I’m expecting some 
feedback soon! 
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1. Rata 

2. Kowhai 

3. Kanuka 

4. Manuka 

5. Pohutakawa 

6. Clematis 

7. Kaka beak 

8. Tree fuchsia 

9. Orchid 

10. Kahikatea 

1. Ohm on the range 

2. Sherlock Ohms 

3. Ohming pigeon 

4. Ohm run 

5. A rolling ohm gathers no moss 

6. Ohm is where the heart is 

7. Sweet Ohm Alabama 

8. French Resistance 

9. Resistance is Futile 

10. Ohm and Cool Ohm (coulomb) 

11. Michelle of the Resistance 

1. Salvadore Dali 

2. Hulk Hogan 

3. Tom Selleck 

4. Abraham Lincoln 

5. Brian Blessed 

6. Santa 

7. Henry 8th 

8. Shakespeare 

9. Charles Darwin 

10. Grant 

Answers to the Carluke Combined BBQ Quiz 
which can be found pages 8 - 10 



CARLUKE COMBINED BBQ 
 

The weather couldn’t have been better for our recent combined BBQ with Branch 26. In the end we had 19 from 
Marlborough and 13 from Nelson get together to compete in some friendly competition for the Interbranch 
Challenge Trophy. Also joining us was Murray McGovern, ZL1MGA, President of Branch 33, Rotorua. He and his 
wife were holidaying in the top of the South so he came out on his motorbike to see what we were getting up to 
and maybe get ideas to take back to his own club. We allowed him to join the Nelson team as they had lower 
numbers. 
While Grant and Ron fired up the BBQ and Heather and Margaret (Nelson) worked 
in the kitchen getting the food prepared, the rest were handed their quiz sheets. 
There were 3 categories, each with 10 questions. They could figure out individual 
answers then get together as a Branch, agree on their final answers, and put them 
all on a single sheet so I only had to mark one answer sheet from each club. 
The first category was Native Plants, the second Beards and Moustaches with the 
final category being excruciating puns using ohms and resistance. The quiz, and 
answers, can be found at the end of this newsletter. 
After a delicious lunch of sausages, bacon, patties, corn, spuds and a selection of 
salads, followed by numerous desserts and whipped cream, it was time for the Fox 
Hunt.  
Organised by Andrew Mackie, ZL2HZ, competitors headed out to the front of the 
hall ready to follow the signal that was sent out every 4 minutes. Watching guys 
wandering up and down the road, in and out of paddocks (the farmer had given 
permission for this so knew why they were wandering his land, seemingly aimlessly, with handhelds and aerials 
held out in front of them) is amusing for non-participants. Unfortunately, Andrew had done too good a job of hiding 
the fox and we were wondering who would give up first, the participants or the fox’s batteries! At last it was found 
(he’d been extra sneaky and buried it) and everyone headed back to the BBQ area where visitor, Murray, 
demonstrated (very loudly) how to launch an antenna using a duck gun (used to train dogs in how to retrieve shot 
ducks when duck shooting). A handy device if you are needing to put an antenna high up in a tree. 

Last competition of the day was Toss the Tait. This 
involves a very old (and now very rattly) Tait VHF radio. 
Teams take turns throwing the radio as far as they can 
down the paddock, trying to avoid hitting cars, 
campervans, caravans and fellow attendees (including 
those actually thinking they are safe when standing behind 
them). The distance is measured from the tossers’ start 
point to where the Tait finally comes to a halt. We had 8 
tossers from each Branch and the distances were tallied 
for each so the greatest total distance was judged the 
winner. The overall competition might have been a 

whitewash if it wasn’t for the fact visitor Murray, honorary Branch 26 member for the day, threw the second 
longest distance of 22 metres. 
 

FINAL RESULTS: 

Quiz - Marlborough 

Native plants; Marlb 9 - Nelson 6 

Beards & Moustaches; Marlb 9 - Nelson 4 

Ohm puns; Marlb 9 - Nelson 7 

Total = Marlb 27, Nelson 17 

  
Fox Hunt - Marlborough 

1 - Grant Simpson 

2 - Murray McGovern (ZL1MGA, Rotorua) 

3 - Stuart Robinson 

  
Toss The Tait - Nelson 
Nelson well and truly won this one with an impressive total of 117.70 metres to Marlborough’s 109.45 metres. 
Best throw – Stewart, ZL2STR; 23.95m 
 
The whole competition was being conducted in a friendly way with banter going back and forth between the teams 
until it was noticed, by his wife Faye no less, that Tony Daken was aiding and abetting the opposition by helping 
one of their team members with the quiz answers! He was quickly told, in no uncertain terms, to get back to his 
own team and to stop fraternising with the “enemy”. Sheesh! 
If you have never participated in the combined BBQ then give it consideration next year. A good time is always 
had by all and it is great to have socialisation between clubs. It has been suggested we invite Motueka, Branch 
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Heading out to 
find the “Fox” 

Nelson members with Ken M, Tony & Faye Daken at right end 



24, in the future as they currently have an active club going. A couple of their members participated this year as 
they also belong to Branch 26 but perhaps a 3-way competition will add to the excitement. 

Working on the quiz 

Nick 

Heather & 
Graeme 

Bill 

John 
& Pam 

Chris & Gavin Helen & Stuart 

Murray 
McGovern 

demonstrating 
his antenna 

launcher 

Tait 

Tait 

Tait 

Murray fires his antenna launcher 

Ken left 
 
 

Tony right 
 
 

 
 

Ron below 

Bill 
far left 
 
Graeme 
at left 

I love new member Nick’s 
T shirt 
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NAME THAT NATIVE (I don’t mean call it Fred or similar) 

1. 2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 8. 

9. 

10. 

9 10 
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WHOSE BEARD AND/OR MOUSTACHE IS THAT? 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 10. 
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RESISTING OHMLY PUNS 

1.Ohm on the range 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

9. 
10.           and 

7. 8. 

R 

11. 
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