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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting;........ Oct 14, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............. Oct 21, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. Oct 28, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. Constructor’s Award rescheduled ..................... 14 Oct 

2. Graeme McKay; Things in Orbit, Part 2 ............ 11 Nov 
 - Asteroids (Part 1 was Satellites) 

3. Proposed HamCram ............................. 2-3 April 2022 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 
144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

October Level October Level October Level October Level 2222    2021202120212021 

Fingers crossed we have a lot more entries in the 
Constructor’s Award this year due to Neville Marr and his band 
of merry men playing with their Home Brew projects.  
 

I think there’s about 14 of them, including Stephen 2EOFXZ 
who lives in Worcester, England, beavering away so hopefully 
most will enter the contest - the paid up MARC members 
anyway! 
 

The Adjudication Sheets have been found too! That should 
make it easier for the judges. 

We have a new member in Barry Fletcher, ZS1FJ-ZL1MFW, who asked to use our RemoteHams station. He lives 
in a retirement village in Capetown, South Africa, and this is his only way of working HF. He is now a paid up 
member of NZART and MARC. Barry sent the following email to the club; 
I am Barry Fletcher, ZL1MFW. You have been gracious enough to correspond with Deon ZS1ZL. I am most 
grateful for your help and to participate in your remote HF station. I am excited about this! 
I have made many contacts as ZL1MFW, also as ZL7AAA in Chatham 
Island and I have also led a dxpedition to ZL8 in 1995. As ZL8/G4MFW 
before obtaining my ZL1MFW callsign. I operated in Pitcairn VR6AB.  
Locally and on Great Barrier Island and Stewart Island. All as IOTAS. 
Deon and I were partners on our French Polynesia dxpedition in 2003.  
You can view me on QRZ.com as ZL1MFW, G4MFW and ZS1FJ and 
9V1FJ, the latter as part of the Swains Island dxpedition in 2012.  
You will have been a great help to me as being aged 89 I am in a 
retirement home. I am still quite active on the bands! 
Very best 73 
Barry ZL1MFW. 

BARRY 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING 
EOC 16th September 2021 at 19:40 Hours 

No Minutes as this meeting was cancelled when the country went into Covid Lockdown again. 

BRANCH 26 NELSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB   

“HAM JUNK SALE” 
 

WHERE 

ENNER GLYNN COMMUNITY HALL 
TUCKETT PLACE, NELSON 
 

WHEN 
SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER 
SELLERS SET UP FROM 11AM 
BUYING FROM 12.00 NOON. 
 

TABLES COST: FULL $15  ½ TABLE $10 
 

SELLERS LOOK AFTER THEIR OWN FINANCES  
AND BUYERS NEGOTIATE WITH SELLERS 
 

AT 2.00 PM AN AUCTION WITH GOODS SELECTED BY SELLERS AND NO RESERVES  
 

SELLERS TO REMOVE ALL UNSOLD GOODS FROM SITE 
 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE AND TEA, COFFEE AVAILABLE. 
 

ANY QUERIES CONTACT 
 

STEWART ZL2STR  022 459 0415 
   strobnz@gmail.com 

Paul Rennie 

ZL2RE 

Thank you to those who, after finding out about my unexpected weekend stay in the High Dependency Unit at 
Wairau Hospital, enquired how I was recovering. I just missed Stuart in ED (I think he heard the ambulance was 
bringing me in so took off early).  
One of my ambulance saviours with the magic juice (oxygen) was Josh Wooding, ZL2JSW. Some of you long 
time members may remember Josh and his brother Max, along with their dad, as they belonged to MARC a few 
years ago when Josh was about 12. Any mistakes in this issue I will blame on a lack of oxygen  
Thank you to Neville for asking if I needed help with Interface, and the offer to do so until I recovered. Much 
appreciated but not required as sitting at the computer requires little physical effort. 
Apparently I have pulmonary embolus (blood clots) throughout both lungs so am lacking somewhat in the oxygen 
department. No cause has been found so I guess it will remain a mystery. Going from no health problems or 
regular medication to injecting myself then swapping to oral blood thinners takes a bit of getting used to! 
Day by day I am slowly improving so should be back to normal by Christmas (fingers crossed). 

Please note there is no correlation between the joke and Paul’s age.  
It is sheer fluke they are on the same page! 



 

MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
via Zoom 22nd September 2021 at 19:30 Hours 

 

Present: John Errington (Chair), Grant Simpson, Don Laing, Ken Hynds, Graeme McKay, Bill Cousins, Nick Batt, 
Paul Rennie 
 

Apologies: None 
 

Health & Safety: Nothing to report 
 

Confirmation of last Committee meeting minutes: Confirmed as correct      Moved DL, Seconded JE, Passed 
 

Matters Arising: None 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: 

18/09/21  Gerard van Antwerpen – Reverse Beacon 
16/09/21  Nelson Junk Sale 
 various Constructors Group 
14/09/21  Michael Pitcon membership 
15/09/21  Brayshaw Park Internet – replacement Nanostation 
20/09/21  Deon Erwin remote station access inquiry 

 

Outward: None 
 

Matters Arising: 
Reverse Beacon - Gerard advises that $800 grant available. Would use SDR receiver at Brayshaw Park or EOC. 
Would need antenna switching to switch out receive antenna whenever any transmission. To refer back to Gerard 
for more details.  Action JE 
Brayshaw Park Internet - Separate feed cables to dish & Nanostation to be installed 30/09. 
BT Computers have offered to investigate if this doesn’t solve interface issue. Suspect Vodaphone modem 
installed by Farm Machinery interfering.  Action DL/GS 
Deon Erwin - resident in South Africa rest home. As per constitution to be advised acceptable if a member of 
NZART & MARC.  Action GS 
 

Finance: Total Membership 50 No change Total funds $24,146.81 
Nanostation invoice paid 
Treasurer commented that accounts currently showing a short fall of about $500 with the only income this year 
being the Grape Ride. If engaged with the Wine & Food festival it will be covered and there may be a horse event 
in 2023. 
Subs to be reviewed at next AGM especially considering that it has been many years since last increase. 
 

Events 
Ham Cram – All available tutors have confirmed availability although one replacement required due to relocation. 
Don L will handle advertising. Hence confirm via Interface that will proceed 2nd & 3rd April 2022. 
 

Repeaters & Systems: 
Kaikoura Repeaters slightly off frequency which trying to rectify. Seems to be a common issue but no solutions 
found. Bench tested and ready to install. GS 
Brayshaw 40/80m coax connection repaired. Better method required sometime. 
BT Computer internet link installed which works OK to the hut but compatibility issue between this and Nanolink 
system. Reverted to original system until it can be resolved. DL/GS 
AREC call out 2am 18/09/21 for missing teenager. Paul, Graeme, Ron & Helen supported SAR until he was found 
in Renwick 
There have been some comments regarding the AREC rules recently issued which will be discussed at October 
Murchison training weekend. 
AREC equipment grant application being finalised. To get proposed equipment details. 
 

Speaker Schedule: 
October Constructors Award - Grant & David (TBC) judges. Don to get judging checklists 
November - Graeme 
Feb ‘22 - Videos? 
Mar ‘22 - AGM 
John E to check via Gerard availability of Helen Ashworth for another Navy presentation 
 

General Business: Covered above 
 

Meeting Closed: 20:45 

 

Next Committee Meeting: 28th October 2021 
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I AM IN SHAPE. ROUND IS A SHAPE! 
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BUILDERS GROUP UPDATE 
 
The government said isolate … MARC members decided to oscillate. Six 3.579MHz crystal controlled single 
transistor oscillators have been successfully built and put on the air. Ian and Neville have had an actual QSO with 
theirs! Others have demonstrated that they work just as well on 7.158MHz, 10.737MHz, 14.316MHz, and probably 
beyond (oops). All of these creations will be at the constructors night awards ceremony for your entertainment. 
The direct conversion receiver project is underway, I’m aware of four in various stages of construction. At least 
one partially built receiver will be coming to the October meeting. 
Ian and Nick have taken delivery of their MDT 40 metre kits (ozQRP) and Gerard has placed his order for a QCX-
mini from QRP Labs (based in Turkey would you believe). 
And a big hats off to Greg who has successfully replaced the faulty ceramic filters in his Yaesu FT897D, a job that 

needed good eyes, a steady hand, and lots and lots of patience. 

Neville isn’t sure whether these photos should be considered teasers or spoiler alerts. 

Come along to the General Meeting to see all the Constructor’s Award entries and, perhaps, get enthused! 

Nev 

Greg 

Ian 

Neill 

Nick 

Matt 


