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Editor: Caryl Simpson 
caryl@simtronics.co.nz  

Website: 
www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting;........ Feb 10, 1930hrs - EOC  
Social Group; ............. Jan 20, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. Jan 27, 1930hrs - EOC 

1. Club BBQ - Onamalutu Reserve ................. 9 Jan 

2. AGM ........................................................... 10 March 

3. Combined BBQ with Branch 26, Carluke .... 12 March 

4. HamCram ................................................... 2-3 April 
VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 1930 

144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

January Level January Level January Level January Level 2222    2022202220222022 

 

SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE!! 

$20.00 Single Member      $25.00 for Family Membership 

Internet Payment only please.  

Kiwi Bank Acc. No: 38 9002 0114897 00     

Please Quote Call Sign and Name 
 

If you have not paid yet, please do so ASAP 

Don’t make us send the boys around! 

 

A vacancy has arisen in the tutorial team for the next HamCram on the weekend 2/3 April 2022. 
The topics required to be covered are: Operating procedures, and Transmission Lines. 
However, if you would prefer to cover Power Supplies, or Antennas, or Propagation, instead of 
any of the above, then a swap can be arranged. Operating Procedures covers QSO content, 
calling and signoff procedures, callsign exchanges, common terms, repeater use and linking, 
standard controls to be found on transceivers and their purpose. 
Because of time constraints, we teach to the likely exam questions rather than in-depth theory. 

You would be allocated half an hour for each topic, allowing for up to 20 minutes instruction and 10 minutes to 
field questions. Exam questions can be seen in the question bank on the NZART website.   
Presentation times on the weekend and tutorial aids can be negotiated. 
Please advise Bill Cousins (579-3121 or b.cousins@xtra.co.nz) of your interest before Christmas.  
Don't hesitate - it’s not as scary as you might think and current tutors are already adequately loaded and don't 
require any more!  Many thanks in anticipation. 

MARC 90th ANNIVERSARY - November 2022 
 

We are looking for any information, photos, paraphernalia - anything that will be useful to use as part of our 90th 
anniversary celebrations next year. We have found the slideshow shown at the 80th Anniversary as I realised I 
actually did it, and still have it! 
If you have anything, or know something, that might be of use then please let one of the committee members 
know. Anything offered will be looked after very carefully.  

Birthday wishes to Ken Menzies (New Year’s Eve), Ron Harris (3 Jan), Ken Hynds (4 Jan) 
and me! (29 Jan) 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB GENERAL MEETING EOC 
9th December 2021 at 19:30 Hours 

 

Health & Safety; Covid Orange Vaccine Passport requirements apply. 
EOC not open to the public and in the event of an incident Orange+ criteria will apply. 
 

Present: John Errington (Chair), Don Laing (Secretary), Ken Hynds (Treasurer), Gerard Van Antwerpen, Ian 
Conway, Graeme McKay, Bill Cousins, Don Jamison, David Rothwell, Paul Rennie, Ron & Helen Harris, Grant 
Simpson, Nick Batt, Ken Menzies, Graeme Dillion, Wayne Parker, Stuart Watchman 
 

Apologies: Greg Barton, Gavin Piercy, Rob Carter, Antony Winter 
 

Previous Minutes: As published in Interface agreed by those present as a true and correct record 
 D. Laing / G. van Antwerpen / Carried 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward - 
16/11/21 Stewart Robinson, President Br 26 - Proposal for Pre-Loved Junk sale 
30/11/21 Pub Charity Grant application approved 
7/12/21 Neville Marr MARC Covid Policy 
 

Outward - Distribution of above correspondence as applicable 
 

Finance: TOTAL $24,077.96. This includes the Pub Charity grant of $6,841.72             Members: 52 (+1) 
Subs now due 
MARC acknowledges the support of the Pub Charity sponsors DA’s Barn Restaurant & Bar, Fairweathers, Mikey’s 
Bar, Springlands Tavern. The Havelock Hotel & Trout Hotel 
 

Events: 
 Onamalatu Picnic 09/01/21 

D. Laing to borrow VCC BBQ trailer. D. Rothwell to source BBQ meat 
D. Rothwell will organise Fox Hunt 

 Field Day 26 ~ 27/02/22 (last weekend) 
Operators, especially Morse, required 

 

Reports: 
Reverse Beacon - Gerard confirms that Club support provided and to proceed to write up and submit project plan 
Repeaters: 
 Ward repeater recovered and with Grant to standardise software and hardware. 

Will be ready for re-installation next week. GS/PR 
 Kaikoura Installation now after Christmas. GS 
 Ned Helicopter quotes of $1,600 for two trips obtained to recover/return repeater but enough volunteers 

indicated to be done manually. To standardise software & hardware builds plus reduce sensitivity to stop 
interference.  PR/GS 

Brayshaw - Minor mods to inverter as now operating continuously to power internet link 
SAR / AREC  PR 
 Attended multi-agency workshop in Wellington. Police providing 10 non-sworn liaison staff which hopefully 

will improve cooperation. 
 The generator & radio have been ordered with recent grant. 
 EOC radio checks being supported by Don L & Bill C but more volunteers needed to spread the schedule. 
 Original operators have been doing weekly for 17 years. 

 

General Business: 
 MARC 90th Anniversary - Due November 2022 and a celebratory dinner being planned.  

Any historic records appreciated for Club history project. 
 EOC HF Antenna - One dipole span removed to enable underneath storm drain maintenance. 

Pole to be relocated this side of drain to avoid future drain issues and span reinstated. 
 DMR Radio Checks - Coverage testing still proceeding 

 

Events 2022 
9 Jan Club picnic  Onamalutu reserve 
10 Feb  Sam Tennant considering presentation 
26~27 Feb  Field Day 
10 March AGM 
12 March Combined BBQ with Branch 26 Carluke 
2~3 April HamCram  
14 & 21 May Repeater Cram 

 

Meeting closed 20:10  
 

Next Club meeting: 10th February 2022 
 

Next Committee meeting: 27th January 2022 

REPEATER INFORMATION 
 

Our repeaters normally run at 25W. 
If the battery voltage drops below 11.8V, the power 
drops to 6W and returns to 25W above 12.4V. 
The Morse tail is sent at 1000Hz at 25W and 500Hz 
at 6W. 
 

If you don’t want to hear the Morse ID at the end of 
a repeater tail, turn receiver CTCSS on at 100Hz. 
You will no longer hear the tail Morse as CTCSS is 
not transmitted on it. 

Oh, he said 
a Morse tail. 
 



 

ANNUAL CLUB BBQ 
 

WHEN: 9th January                  TIME: 11am onwards                  WHERE: Onamalutu Domain 
 

The Branch will, as usual, provide meats, onions, tomato sauce and bread. 
Attendees are asked to contribute a salad and/or dessert to share.  

Serving utensils for your salad/dessert would be helpful (ladles, spoons) 
We usually get a varied and delicious selection of food. 

 

 Bring your own preference drinks-wise, along with plates, cutlery, cups & chairs.  
Insect repellent and sunscreen are recommended. 

 

There will be a Fox Hunt so dust off, and test, your gear! 
(bring a spare handheld, if you have one, to lend to someone who hasn’t). 

 

RSVP to caryl@simtronics.co.nz before 5 January for catering purposes please!  
 

NB: DOC are giving a guided tour of the Domain 10am - 12 that day so come early so we can 
save our usual spot in the shade and get parking spots where we need! 
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MARC Function Attendance COVID Requirements 
 

In order to comply with current Government and EOC requirements, all persons 
attending MARC functions are now required to have a valid Vaccine Certificate or a 
Ministry of Health Exemption certificate. THIS INCLUDES BBQ’s! 
Any members who have issues with these requirements please advise the Secretary. 

 

MARLBOROUGH / NELSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS’ 
COMBINED BBQ AND FOX HUNT  

 

WHEN: Saturday March 12th, 2020  TIME: 11am onwards  WHERE: Carluke Hall, Rai Valley 
 

Bring: Salad and/or dessert to share, drink, plates & eating utensils, chair, sun hat, sun 
screen, handheld to participate in the Fox Hunt (and a spare if you have one to lend to 
someone who hasn’t). 
 

Both clubs will be providing meats, bread, onions, sauce. 
Hall kitchen has an oven, hot water plus cups, plates and cutlery if you forget yours. 
 

If the weather is inclement we can use the hall, it is huge with plenty of space. 
You might need an umbrella or raincoat if it is raining during the Fox Hunt or Toss the Tait.  
 

Directions: From SH6, turn right (if from Blenheim) or left (if from Nelson) at the Brown River 
Reserve into Opouri Rd - the way to French Pass, Okiwi Bay, Tennyson Inlet etc. Turn first 
right where the road splits (Ronga Rd left - don’t go that way!) following Opouri Rd. Drive over 
the bridge and the hall is on your right not far after crossing the bridge. Look for Ham vehicles. 
If lost, call on local 695 Blenheim repeater. 
Come and join the fun with other amateurs.  
We need to win the trophy back from Nelson! 
 

You may take the opportunity to arrive there the night before and/or night after 
if you wish. The toilets will be open on the Friday night for those who wish to 
stay overnight. There is plenty of space for campervans and tents also. It will 
cost $10 for a powered site. 
 

We will be having the usual variety of fun challenges at which to beat Nelson, 
the Fox Hunt being the only specifically radio related competition, so the whole 
family can enter. Come along for the day or stay overnight, it is a fun day out 
with lots of laughs. 

 

RSVP to caryl@simtronics.co.nz by 5 January for catering purposes please!  

Please note, all attendees must be double vaccinated (with a Vaccination Pass).  
Exception for children too young to be vaccinated. 



 

SSTV IMAGES FROM ORBITING SPACECRAFT 
 

On hearing from Rob on the Monday 695 Branch 22 Net that the ISS (International Space Station) was going to 
be transmitting Slow Scan TV images over the Christmas New Year period, I decided to have a look at the project 
on the rainy day that followed. It was a relatively straightforward exercise as there is a lot of information on the 
ARISS website and Rob had described the various techniques for capturing the images. 
The biggest challenge is that each pass of the ISS lasts 6 or 7 minutes then it’s about 100 minutes to the next 
pass – and only some of the passes cover NZ. I had, in the past, used the VHF/UHF repeater on the ISS to make 
contacts so knew the time limits. 
The images are transmitted from the Russian section of 
the ISS and are on 145.8MHz using a 25W signal. This 
is pretty easy to pick up on a handheld on some 
overhead passes. I set up my Yaesu 897 on a home-
built J-pole and quickly acquired the signal on the next 
ISS pass. There are several apps available to decode 
the SSTV signal and I downloaded a free one that only 
does decode, as I wasn’t planning on transmitting any 
images. I found a standard stereo cable and plugged it 
between the external speaker socket on the radio and 
the headset input on the laptop and, rather 
miraculously, it worked with just having to change one 
parameter on the laptop.  
The ISS project only runs for a week and there are 
about 5 “usable” passes over NZ each day. They are 
transmitting 12 different images relating to space 
exploration and each takes 3 - 4 minutes with a 2 
minute break between so you get a chance at only one image on most passes. I managed to get a few - a more 
omnidirectional antenna would probably help, the J-pole is not so good looking upwards. A bit more work on the 
Doppler-shift and audio connection between the radio and laptop would probably improve the quality of the 
images too.  

It was an interesting experiment and a buzz to receive 
pictures from space so easily. Now to see about getting a 
coder/decoder app and trying to send a few images too. 

Greg Barton - ZL2GBX (Greg is one of our new 
members who participated in the HamCram) 
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The photo on the left was sent in by “Donald 
Dobber” (aka ZL2BNE). This is what you do when you 
are in Wellington and it is too windy to put up an antenna.  
It was one of three shots he referred to as “incriminating 
photos” which needed “explaining”. 
I think it shows creativity and lateral thinking so have 
asked for more information from the member (another 
new member from the HamCram) currently in Wellington. 
The other photos, plus a full explanation, will be in the 
February Interface.  

Putting ham radio into the ham radio club. ☺ 
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Our application to Pub Charity 
Ltd. was successful, so thanks to 
the following sponsors… 
 DA’s Barn Restaurant & Bar 
 The Havelock Hotel 
 Springlands Tavern 
 Fairweather’s 
 Mikey’s Bar 
 Trout Hotel 


