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Editor: Caryl Simpson caryl@simtronics.co.nz     MARC Contact: marcbranch22@gmail.com 

Website: www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting; ....... March POSTPONED  
Social Group; ............ March 17, The Vines, Redwood 
Committee Meeting; .. March 24, via Zoom 

1. AGM (postponed until April) ............. 14 April 

2. HamCram (note new date!) .................. 30 April/1 May 

3. RepeaterCram ..................................... 14 & 21 May? 

4. Club’s 90th Birthday ............................ 3 Nov 2022 

VHF - USB Net Wednesday 
1930 hrs     144.150MHz 

VHF Monday 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 
 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

March Level March Level March Level March Level 2222    2022202220222022 

HF Net Tuesday & Saturday 
2030 hrs       3876kHz 

Congratulations to Paul Rennie, 
ZL2RE, for receiving a 1 year 
subscription to NZART as Second 
Prize in the Prize Draw from the 
recent AREC Training Survey. 

The AGM has been postponed for at least one month, due to Covid. 
This means all the AGM reports will now appear in the April Interface instead of this one. 

Have any of you noticed the new addition to the VHF and HF Net information shown above?  
How about joining in one (or more) of them?  
 

 

On the subject of reading stuff, when was the last time any of you had a look at the club website 
Gerard did so much hard work on to set up? The web address has been on the front of Interface 
since the website was set up. 
Here is the heading from the Home Page. I hope to send Gerard a lot more photos in due course. 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 
via Zoom 24th February 2022 at 19:30 Hours 

 

Present: John Errington (Chair), Grant Simpson, Don Laing, Ken Hynds, Graeme McKay, Bill Cousins, Nick Batt 
 

Apologies: Paul Rennie 
 

Health & Safety: 
- No items of concern raised 
- Government move to Covid Phase 3 response 
 

Matters Arising 
Clarification that Constitution already has a designated VP position for AGM appointment 
 

Correspondence: 
Inward: 
 01/02/22  Pub Charity Accountability report approved 
 03/02/22  Havelock REAP HamCram inquiry 
 04/02/22  Tim & Felicity Marshall HamCram application 
 06/02/22  Gerard van Antwerpen RBN proposal agreed by FDU 
 07/02/22  Ken Hynds Receipt of FDU grant for RBN 
 07/02/22  Bill Cousins Thanks for horse trial support 
 08/02/22  Springlands Tavern 90th function menu & prices proposal 
 10/02/22  Neville Marr Request for copies of correspondence re EOC Covid policy 
 15/02/22  Nick Batt Committee nominations for himself & G van Antwerpen 
 17/02/22  Bill Cousins Field day support & Back Yard option 
 23/02/22  Bill Cousins Committee nominations for himself & John Neal 
 23/02/22  Bill Cousins Hamcram participants fees 
Outward: 
 28/01/22  Caryl Simpson Hamcram poster revision (On hold) 
 04/02/22  Woodbourne Tavern Inquiry re 90th function 
 04/02/22  Springland Tavern Inquiry re 90th function 
 07/02/22  Caryl Simpson HF net details to include in Interface 
 15/02/22  Neville Marr Advised to raise copy request at next general meeting 
 16/02/22  Don Laing VCC room available for AGM 
 

Finance: Proposed motion of thanks to Ken Hynds for many years acting as Treasurer 
 Moved J. Errington / Seconded N. Batt / Passed All 
Total Membership 51 (paid up) 1 outstanding sub  
Total funds $24,893.59 Funds include $859.62 FDU grant for RBN 
Accounts have been returned reviewed as attached 
Insurance due August 2022 – Brokers to be asked for review & recommendation rather than simple renewal. 
 

Move into Committee 
Motion: To move into Committee.  Moved J. Errington / Seconded B. Cousins / Passed All 
Move out of Committee 
Motion: To move out of Committee.  Moved J. Errington / Seconded G Simpson / Passed All 
 

The following motion was passed when ‘in Committee’ 
“That all matters pertaining to the terms, conditions and cost of the premises the club uses be considered 
commercially sensitive and confidential to the committee. The premises include those used for meetings and 
repeater sites. At the discretion of the Chair, these details may be disclosed to others when disclosure is required 
to meet the club’s obligations relating to the premises.” 
 

Events 
 Pony Club Trial – Invoice issued for $800. Discussion ensued for suggestion to offering a discount due to 

poor weather and reduced attendance to support Pony Club but as this has been fee without any increase 
for several years consensus was for this to be declined. Invoice to be followed up.  BC 

 Field Day (26~27 Feb) – Most participants have indicated participation with Club event 
Motion: To proceed as a Club with individuals to personally decide attendance 
 Moved J. Errington / Seconded N. Batt / Passed All 

 90th Birthday - Inquiries sent to Woodburn Tavern (Woody’s) & Springlands Tavern. Only Armidillos at 
Springfield Tavern responded. Noted that they were one of the Pub Charity grant sponsors.  
To be  confirmed at next meeting.  DL 

 AGM - VCC room confirmed available. Agreed to delay at least one month due to current Covid situation 
 Ham Cram - Due to Covid situation to be delayed to 30/04 ~ 01/05 

Participants & VCC to be advised  BC/DL 
 Repeater Cram (14 & 21 May?) - To be confirmed  JE/GS 

 

Continued on next page 



MARC Function Attendance COVID Requirements 
 

In order to comply with current Government and EOC requirements, all persons 
attending MARC functions are now required to have a valid Vaccine Certificate or a 
Ministry of Health Exemption certificate. 
Any members who have issues with these requirements please advise the Secretary. 

 

Repeaters & Systems: 
 RBN Parts have been ordered  GvA 
 Ward Issue with feedback loop occasionally locking up system. Remedial solution being checked out  GS 
 Kaikoura Parts have been received  GS 

 

Speaker Schedule: 
On hold due to Covid situation 
 

AREC  PR 
Pub Charity accountability report approved 
All items have been received 
 

General Business 
 Wayne Parker advises that he has a Kenwood radio that he thinks belongs to the Club.  

Serial number advised from assets register so can be checked out. 
 Suggested that participation in the VHF & HF Nets be encouraged.  

Perhaps make a feature in Interface and record respective participants. 
 

Notices for Interface 
 Schedule of AGM reports 
 Reschedule of AGM 
 Highlight VHF & HF Nets 

 

Meeting Closed: 21:00 
 

Next Committee Meeting: 24th March 2022 (via Zoom) 

 

DX SUMMIT BLOCKING CLUSTER SPOTS FROM WARRING EUROPEAN NATIONS/REGIONS 
DX Summit has announced that it is blocking posts from all countries and regions involved in the current war in 
Ukraine, partially at the request of the Ukrainian government and partially of its own accord. The following 
statement was released today: 
A message from the operators of the DX Summit http://www.dxsummit.fi/ 
A state of emergency was declared in Ukraine just prior to the Russian military invasion. Among other things, the 
February 24 decree from President Volodymyr Zelensky will remain in effect for at least 30 days and may be 
extended. The state of emergency includes “a ban of amateur radio transmissions”. 
As per Ukrainian presidential office request, we will be removing the Ukrainian callsigns from the DX Summit. 
DX Summit wants to avoid being an advertising medium for war and war related messages of any kind. As a 
result, we see it reasonable to block out all cluster posted messages related to this unfortunate event. 
In addition, as of this moment, we are also blocking callsigns and messages posted by hams from the invading 
countries and regions such as Russia, Belarus and Donetsk (D1). 
 

- CQ Newsroom, 3 March, 2022 

HAM RADIO IN UKRAINE SHUT DOWN IN FACE OF 
RUSSIAN INVASION 

 

An emergency declaration by the government of Ukraine enacted as 
Russian forces began their invasion in late February included "a ban on 
the operation of amateur radio transmitters for personal and collective 
use," according to the ARRL Letter.  
The initial emergency order was issued for a 30-day period on February 
24 and could be extended as circumstances require. 
Nonetheless, CQ has heard reports of amateurs sending out information 
via Echolink and of Polish hams sending messages to relatives on behalf 
of Ukrainian refugees who sought shelter in Poland. 

 

- CQ Newsroom, 2 March 2022 

They aren’t called HAMS for nothing! For a full report and lots more 
photos, go to pages 6 - 9. 
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HORSE ENDURANCE EVENT  -  FEBRUARY 5/6th,  2022 
 

Once again at short notice, the club took on 
communications for a South Island 
Championship  equestrian event that tests 
horse and rider endurance  over long 
distances. The club has performed this task 
three times in the past, the last time being 
in 2020.  
We were reluctant to turn the event down 
as it is one of the few fund-raising events 
left available to us because of COVID. In 
view of the relative isolation afforded to our 
operators during the event, masks were 
essentially the only requirement and that only when in close proximity to others. 
The event required us to establish two outstations around the courses for purposes of keeping limited track 
timewise of the competitors as they traverse their selected routes and report any incidents or competitor 
concerns, as well as keeping the event organisers aware of when they can expect entrants to return to their base 

after covering a course. As the basic courses 
were only 20, 20 and 40km long, some 
competitors (e.g. those entering the 160km, or 
120km, etc events) had to traverse several loops 
to complete their specific requirements. Welfare 
regulations required a compulsory rest period 
between loops for both rider and horse, the latter 
being checked by a vet to ensure they were 
coping. Hence the need for the organisers to be 
aware of when a competitor was about to 
descend upon them. 

The long events, such as the 160km and the 120 km, necessitated starting at 1am on Saturday morning and 3am 
Sunday morning, respectively, in order to complete their course sometime in the afternoon. Other lesser distances 
were able to be completed in daylight during the two days.  Ian Conway (ZL2BGL), Don Laing (ZL3DN) and Paul 
Rennie (ZL3RE) deserve special mention for being prepared to start at these outrageous early hours and 
continue until they could be relieved later in the morning. That does not in any way detract from the help from 
other operators who fortunately rose to the occasion to contribute to the success of the operation at more civilised 
hours, i.e.  Stuart Watchman, Nick Batt, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Shaun Crabbe, Ron Harris and Rob Carter. 
The weather was atrocious for this sort of event and I really felt 
for the organisers who were faced with reduced competitor 
numbers and withdrawals. The courses were confined to the 
Leefield Station farm, 12km up the Waihopai Valley, and 
communications were adequately handled by Simplex. 
It did not help the arrangements for the weekend by my being in 
Rangiora for most of the week leading up to the event and I am 
therefore grateful to Paul Rennie and Rob Carter for 
undertaking a check of checkpoint locations prior to the event, 
and to Rob for providing clearer closeup maps to aid navigation 
to the checkpoints.  No one seemed to get lost or have their 
batteries go flat! 
So a big thank you to all concerned for your assistance and 

effective contribution to the financial coffers of your club.  

- Bill Cousins, ZL2AYZ 

 BBC BRINGS BACK SHORTWAVE FOR UKRAINE 
 

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is reviving its European shortwave service in order to provide news 
and information to listeners in Ukraine who may be cut off from internet service but have access to portable 
shortwave receivers.  
According to the New York Times, the BBC decided to reinstate its shortwave broadcasts to Europe following 
Russia's attack on Kyiv's main radio and TV transmission tower. "In a conflict where disinformation and 
propaganda is rife," BBC Director-General Tim Davie said in a statement, "there is a clear need for factual and 
independent news people can trust." The BBC had ended its European shortwave service in 2008. 
The Huffington Post reports that the BBC will broadcast World Service News in English for four hours each day on 
5875 and 15735 kHz, frequencies that can be received easily in both Ukraine and Russia. The BBC reports that 
Russia has limited internet access to several international broadcasters, including the BBC, Radio Liberty and 
Deutsche Welle.  

 

- CQ Newsroom, 4 March 2022 



You may remember this “Donald Dobber’s” photo in the January Interface about 
what you do when you are in Wellington and it is too windy to put up an antenna. I 
promised a full explanation in The February newsletter but the creative and lateral 
thinking Ham who actually did it was delayed in giving me the full story until now. 
Here, for your edification, is the full story... 

 
Well, I guess that some explanation is required. Some of you may know that for 
the last 6 months I’ve been spending most of my time in Wellington. Obviously, as 
a keen new Ham, this hasn’t been the best environment to try and pursue this 
new hobby. 
During the last lock-down, Neville convinced a few of us to start to get involved in construction. In my case I opted 
the easier path for a newbie with assembly instead. The project recommended by Neville was the OzQRP 
MDT* kit (http://www.ozqrp.com/MDTindex.html). It’s a pretty straightforward kit and perfectly suitable for 
someone with practically no experience. In fact, I assembled some of the kit in the hotel where I was staying (I 
opened the window and carefully balanced the soldering iron on the edge of the desk – I can report that no hotel 
rooms were damaged in this process). When complete, the MDT provides a 2W double sideband transmitter on 
part of the 40m band. 
Once I assembled the unit, I was surprised to see that it worked and, 
after some fine tuning from Neville, worked quite well – or as well as 
any 2W DSB was ever going to. 
While it had been an interesting first project to complete – the 
assembly was only part of the entire experience. There isn’t much 
point in building something if you aren’t going to actually use it. So, 
my next focus was on how to make a contact from the hotel where I 
was staying. First, I assembled a simple dipole for 40m, and, 
equipped with a small tuner and a NanoVNA, (courtesy of ZL2BNE) I 
packed everything up for testing the next week. 
Sadly, my first attempt wasn’t very successful. The first day was 
plagued with the highest wind speed that Wellington had 
experienced in the last 4 years. What you see in the photo is my 
attempt to hang a dipole in a small budget hotel room. The result was pretty much what you expected – no luck at 
all. By Wednesday the winds had died down enough to organise a slightly better setup with the ends of the dipole 
hanging out the window. This, usurpingly resulted in pretty much the same outcome. 

One of the downsides of the MDT is that it has no easy way to determine what 
frequency you are actually on. Fine tuning is difficult – in fact, any tuning is a bit of a 
awkward process. A bigger tuning knob helps but even with that budget modification 
its an exercise in receiver roulette. 
So far, my visions of clandestine radio operation from Wellington were not off to a 
good start. Perhaps the lack of power or the compromised antenna was the problem 
or maybe the room orientation in the hotel was no good? Anyway, whatever the issue 
I needed a different solution. 
Enter the QRP Labs QDX Digital transceiver... 
In October I had accidentally purchased one of the 
QRP Labs QDX kits (https://qrp-labs.com/qdx.html). 
Ok so maybe not accidentally, I had logged in to see if 
even obtaining one of the much-hyped kits was going 
to be a possibility and, once the website had finally 
responded, had ended up with one in my order basket. 

The likelihood of this was a bit of a surprise so as an experiment I completed the 
purchase with no expectation of success. The entire 500 units of stock sold out in 
about 20 minutes so it was definitely a popular item. The kit had arrived in 
November and I set about building it over my short Christmas break. It’s a kit 
designed entirely for digital modes and has an output of 5W on 80m, 40m, 30m 
and 20m. The original production run had incurred a small component problem 
with 4 of the SMD inductors and I had needed to enlist the help of ZL2GVA to 
replace these with something more suitable. We’d spent a bit of couple of hours chasing an issue which turned 
out to be firmware related and easily fixed and after that the kit has worked very well. 

My initial thinking was that if I was unable to make contact from the hotel using modes 
designed for weak signals then any attempt at any other mode was going to be 
completely futile. I had also been looking at alternative antenna options and had 
wandered deep into the quagmire of Magnetic Loops - apparently the antenna of choice 
for those people who are restricted to relying on internal solutions. So, armed with the 
QDX, something that roughly resembled a loop, and ZL2BNE’s NanoVNA and donor air 
variable capacitor, I embarked on yet another attempt to communicate (nothing to see 
here airport security!) 

Completed MDT. 
How hard could this be? 

Dodgy dipole 

Going loopy in hotel 



While my initial hopes were not that high, this time I did manage to make an FT8 contact on 40m (thanks ZL1IF). 
So far that’s been my sole success. WSPR shows j 
 
* As of 2021 the MDT kit will be discontinued. 
 
- Nick Batt, ZL2NEB 

Not much room for movement Lazy loop testing at home 

FIELD DAY REPORT  -  FEBRUARY 2022 
 

With COVID threatening to be rampant in the community by Field Day weekend, there was some doubt as to 
whether we could, or should run the event as a normal group activity this year. Seeing the Covid numbers were 
not excessively rampant, the Committee decided, two days prior to the event, to leave it for individuals to decide 
whether they took part in the Branch activity at Dillons Point road as usual, or work as either a home station or the 
alternative offered of a  “backyard” operation as an individual.  
As it happens, a previous survey of interest indicated that there should be enough personnel to support the group 
activity at Dillons Point road if it was run and so the activity went ahead. We were situated in the paddock next to 
the section where we usually operate from  -  old hands would remember it from some years back when loop 
antennas were used. This area offered plenty of room and the 80m and 
40m antennas were able to be separated by a substantial distance, 
offering better isolation. The weather was kind to us while erecting the tent 
and aerials, but later in the afternoon a southerly front hit us with a very 
strong south-easterly wind and it was then we realized how more exposed 
we were! The aerials coped well, thanks to the competent job done by the 
excellent team of erectors, but we struggled holding the tent together for a 
few hours! By 2200 on Saturday night, things were calming down 
somewhat and Sunday was a much better day.  
With the solar flux around 95 (as against 71 or so last year) propagation 
seemed very good and we got off to a good start with substantial first-hour 
contact totals on both bands. Our final total on 80m was about 20% down 
on last year but 17% up on 40m. Although there was the usual drop-off in 
stations and fading on 80m around the middle of the day, propagation to 
Auckland and the South Island otherwise seemed to be consistent right 

Two antennae fell in love and got married. 
The ceremony wasn’t much but the reception 
was excellent! 
 
Q. What do you get if you cross a dog with 
an antenna? 
A: A golden receiver 



through the operating periods. As usual, 40m was largely 
unresponsive early Sunday morning until 0800 but sharp 
ears still managed to log seven stations before then. 80m 
was booming! 
An interesting diversion on Saturday evening was to be 
called by VE7TL (British Columbia, Canada) on 40m CW, 
which, being on the Pacific seaboard of Canada, should 
count as a valid contact for the contest. We had a brief 
yarn before moving on. 
The equipment used was the usual club IC-718’s and half-wave dipoles on each band. Grant’s generator kept the 
120Ahr batteries up to snuff and MFJ voltage conditioners ensured that transmitter output power was maintained. 
A very good team turned out for the setup, although we missed the guidance of Ian Conway due to his sojourn in 

hospital earlier in the week. However, he was with us in spirit  -  we knew that because 
we worked him as a home station! However, much thanks is due to Graeme McKay, 
John Errington, Matt Kerr, Greg Barton, Nick Batt, Don Jamieson, Don Laing, Shaun 
Crabbe, Paul Rennie, Russell Young, and Ken Menzies for their help in that respect. 
Of course, not much point in all that if we didn’t have operators, so thanks also to Greg 
Barton, Nick Batt, Gerard Van Antwerpen, Ken Menzies, Russell Young, Graeme 
McKay, Don Jamieson Wayne Parker and Bill Cousins for contributing to the logs by 
their efforts. Again, it wouldn’t work without the essential gear loaned by Stuart 
Watchman, Grant Simpson, Paul Rennie, Bill Cousins, the club and Ian Conway (who 
loaned us, not only his usual gear but also his truck). He also pre-arranged for Don 
Laing to pick up the dunny and for Don Jamieson to drive the truck and help sort out 
the 80m aerial mast, which was a great help to me! Last, but certainly not least, those 
wonderful ladies Christine Conway and Chris Grant kept us fed up with a delightful 
summer salad meal and cookies on Saturday evening, with enough for lunch on 
Sunday. How fortunate we are to have such support, particularly under the 
circumstances! Seems to me that this indicates that the club is in good heart, so thank 
you all! Hopefully the rest of the anatomy of the participants is ok as well  -  as the old 

irreverent Nurses ditty states, hopefully: “We are free from disease, @#!*, Covid & ….etc”. 
Speaking of the dreaded lurghy, Stuart Watchman, normally a strong supporter of our effort, wisely did not join us 
this year as his position in the Emergency Department could not, of course, risk compromise by being exposed to 
the possibility of COVID contact. Good to work him as a home station though! 
The institution of the Backyard activity for individuals seemed to help to increase the number of phone stations 
who were active although caused a moment or two of hesitancy when hearing one’s own branch number being 
given back! It certainly seemed to ensure numbers of stations active were maintained, although some branches 
normally heard were conspicuous by their absence, probably due to COVID caution which is understandable. Our 
rivals in North Canterbury (ZL3RR) were well ahead of us, logging over 550 to our 340 on 40m. ZL4NQ 
(Queenstown) was a new entrant for branch 61, also scoring around 500 on 40m. Nelson (ZL2ARG) was in there, 
seemingly on 40m as a single-band entry. 
It was good to have Nick (ZL2NEB) and Greg (ZL2GBX) on deck and prepared to give contest operating a go.  
Both gentlemen made a very useful contribution and hopefully feel more confident about taking part in the future. 
The field day is a good opportunity to have a go at this aspect of ham radio without having to feel embarrassed. 
A welcome visitor was Dean Christian, K3IWI, from the US, although kiwi-born. Although only re-visiting Blenheim 
for a short time before heading back to his home and family of some 20 years in the US, Grant suggested he 
might like to come out and see us, which he did. Personally I was thrilled to meet him again, as he was a student 
of mine at Wellington Polytechnic in the 1990’s.    
So as long as we all stay well, I think we can say that we had another enjoyable foray into the interesting world of 
Field Day operation. Thank you all! 

Grant had received an email from Dean saying that 30-35 years ago Grant had operated a JOTA Ham station at 
the scout den on Hospital Road and Dean had been fascinated by the technology, although it then took about 30 
years for him to get his license. He was back in Blenheim visiting briefly and hoped to catch up. We didn’t get to 
see him but are pleased to hear he did get out to Dillons Point. 



Field Day photos on previous pages supplied by Bill Cousins. Photos below & next page courtesy of Greg Barton. 

Most important part of Field Day 



Lunch? 


