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Editor: Caryl Simpson caryl@simtronics.co.nz     MARC Contact: marcbranch22@gmail.com 

Website: www.zl2ks.org.nz 

General Meeting;...... No April, 12 May (after AGM) 
Social Group; ........... No April lunch (see below) 
Committee Meeting; April 28, via Zoom 

1. AGM at VCC rooms, Brayshaw Park ....12 May 

2. HamCram (note new date!) ....................18-19 June 

3. RepeaterCram .........................................TBC 

4. Club’s 90th birthday .................................3 November 

VHF - USB Net Wednesdays 
1930 hrs     144.150MHz 

VHF Mondays 1930 hrs 
146.950MHz, 145.600MHz, 

147.225MHz 
Net Controller; Rob Carter, ZL2IW 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 

 MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. P.O. BOX 432 BLENHEIM NZ 

April Level  April Level  April Level  April Level  2022202220222022 

HF Net Tuesdays & Saturdays 
2030 hrs       3876kHz 

3rd November we will be celebrating the club’s 90th birthday! 
 

Hopefully everything Covid will have calmed down a lot by then and you are all looking forward to celebrating this 
milestone at Armadillo’s Restaurant, in the Springlands Tavern. Details will be in Interface closer to the date. 
 

Do we have any member born in 1932, the same year the club was formed? 
Do we have any members older than the club? 

The monthly Social Group has decided not to meet in April, just to be safe. They hope to be back to enjoying 
their lunch together in May but this may change. Make sure you check the updated details in May’s Interface. 
Their usual venue, The Vines Restaurant in Redwoodtown, is no longer opening for lunches so they have decided 
their new venue will be the Dodson St Beer Garden. This restaurant has plenty of parking and an extensive menu 
that should offer something for everyone, even the pickiest of eaters. 



Note the HamCram is now 18-19 June as VCC rooms 
were not available 28-29 May, as per Minutes 
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MARLBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 

via Zoom 24th March 2022 at 19:30 Hours 
 

Present: John Errington (Chair), Paul Rennie, Don Laing, Ken Hynds, Graeme McKay, Bill Cousins, Nick Batt 
 

Apologies: Grant Simpson 

 

Health & Safety: 
 No items of concern raised 

 Government revise Covid “Red Light” status requirements 
 

Confirmation of last Committee meeting minutes: 
Confirmed subject to the following correction. 
Corrections to the Correspondence 

 07/02/22 Bill Cousins “Thanks for horse trial support” - Should be Outwards, not Inwards 
 23/02/22 Bill Cousins “ Committee Nomination” - John Neal nomination for co-examiner, not Committee 
Moved JE, Seconded DL, Passed 
 

Matters Arising: 
 Ham Cram applicants have been advised of changed dates 
 The Kenwood T40 transceiver from Wayne Parker is now with Bill Cousins who has confirmed that it is 
MARC asset. Presently being checked out but there is no power cable. 

 

Correspondence: 
Inward: 
24/02/22 B. Cousins Nomination for QSL Manager & Examiner. John Neal as co-Examiner 
25/02/22 K. Hynds Accounts review report & balance sheet 
28/02/22 B. Cousins Corrections to MOM 24/02/22 
01/03/22 Companies Office Reminder re filing financial reports 
04/03/22 G van Antwerpen Invoice for website hosting & domain name 
04/03/22 G van Antwerpen Invoice for Reverse beacon receiver 
04/03/22 Alinawaee Millar ‘bcc’ Invoice for McAfee Antivirus - Scam 

07/03/22 Greg Barton Nomination for Treasurer 
11/03/22 K. Hynds Accounts payments due 

14/03/22 Bruce Ecklein Request for GEM VHF 6 pin mike 

14/03/22 Radio Spectrum Management Upgrade of Registrar of Radio Frequencies 
15/03/22 Tim Jon Spam invoice Norton Firewall 
18/03/22 Caryl Simpson Grant meeting 24/03/22 apology & MARC email list 

Outward: 
27/02/22 VCC Postponement of HamCram room booking to 30/04~01/05 
28/02/22 Committee. Committee MOM 24/02/22 

28/02/22 P. Rennie & J. Errington MARC-AREC & MDC MoU 

15/03/22 Repeater & Callsign Trustees Radio Spectrum Management RRF upgrade 

23/03/22 C. Simpson, J. Errington, K. Hynds MARC Membership List 2022 

 

Matters Arising: 
K. Hynds advised that the Membership list just sent appears to be the Interface distribution list and includes more 
than just the paid-up members. He will forward paid-up membership list to J. Errington who will edit the 
distribution list to indicate actual paid up members and circulate at next meeting to update as required. 
 

Finance: 
 Total Membership 51 (paid up) 1 outstanding sub 

 Total funds $24,822.39 

Funds include $800 received from Pony Club trial. 
Invoices for Web site & Domain name, RBN receiver & Field Day Portaloo paid 
AREC invoice from P. Rennie approved for payment upon receipt 
Accounts to be submitted to Company’s Office upon approval at AGM 

Future 2022 payments include Insurance & License fees 
 

Events: 
 Field Day (26~27 Feb) - Good club membership support. Results yet to be announced but expect to be 
runners-up for Midland trophy. 

 90th Birthday - Agreed to make reservation at Armadillos, Springfield Tavern, for a Lunch event on 5th 
November 2022 for indicative 50 persons.  DL 

 AGM - Delay to firm date of 12th May 2022 at VCC rooms. 
Participants to be requested as a courtesy to wear masks. 
To confirm current Call Sign Trustees will accept continued 2022 nomination  DL 

VCC to be advised  DL 

 Ham Cram - Delayed to firm date 28 ~ 29 May 2022. Publicity to proceed accordingly 
Participants & VCC to be advised  BC/DL 

 Repeater Cram - To be confirmed  JE/GS 

 

Repeaters & Systems: 
No advice 



Speaker Schedule: 
June, July, August - Bill Cousin to confirm  BC 

David Rothwell & John Errington have indicated that they are willing to do later presentations 
 

AREC:  PR 

Search for missing person near Nin’s Bin called for 11~12/03 resulting, sadly, in person being found 11/03 
deceased. 
Bags for recently purchased antenna poles being followed up. 
 

General Business: 
 CW Filter - One Icom 718 has a CW filter fitted but the other two do not.  
Very useful, especially for John Moyle Field Day  
Motion to purchase one CW filter to fit to second 718. Moved B. Cousins Seconded J. Errington Passed All 
Bill Cousins will arrange purchase & delivery 

 Surplus Equipment - Nick Batt has a quantity of ex business surplus components & coaxial cable that are 
available for club fund raising. To circulate list and bring components to next meeting.  NB 

 Social Lunch - Usual monthly lunch booking was declined by Springlands Tavern. Suggestion to use 
Dodsons instead and to advise Christine Conway  JE 

 

Notices for Interface: 
Changed AGM & Hamcram dates 
 

Meeting Closed: 20:40 

 

Next Committee Meeting: 28th April 2022 (via Zoom) 
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I do apologise for the briefness of this newsletter but you did get 9 pages last month and meetings kept getting 
cancelled so there is little, apart from the committee meeting Minutes, to report! 
There were several pages of AGM reports and Minutes but, with the AGM postponed another month, these were 
transferred to the May Interface. 

MARC IN THE 2022 COMMONWEALTH CONTEST 

 

You are probably not aware of it, but some members of the club actually take part in several contests throughout 
the year, not just the Jock White Field Day. 
A local team featured in the recent Commonwealth Contest, the results of which have just been announced. This 
contest is a CW only event, and invites stations in Commonwealth countries (formally the British Empire and 
hence the BERU contest) to contact each other on HF bands over a 24 hour period. There is also a 12 hour 
section and this section was elected by the three members who took part. They were Bill ZL3VZ, Gerard ZL2GVA 
and Russell ZL1AZB.  
Each station operated as a single-operator, unassisted (no external help of any sort), restricted (single element 
antennas i.e dipoles or verticals) and low power (100W max) station. The team score was the aggregate of the 
individual scores. 
As a team we scored 10/10.  Yeah, sounds good, but in this case it meant we were the last of 10 teams entered. 
Mind you, this was our first team effort and most other teams were high power (1500W) merchants and had more 
members. 
We were expecting great things propagation-wise with the solar flux well over 100 but the A-index was 20 which 
took the shine off that aspect. 
Bill operated from Seddon whereas Gerard and Russell operated from home. Russell was brave enough to use a 
Yaesu FT200 (remember them?) !! 
We hope to put another team into the Sangster Shield Contest in May and see if we can pull off the Tony Fletcher 
Trophy again.  



A FEW FUNNIES 

 

When I first got back on the air about 15 years ago, I built a 40m dipole. I got it up into the trees, tuned it up with 
my antenna analyzer, then went down to the shack, put on my headphones, and started calling CQ. 
Shortly after the second call, my wife comes barreling down the stairs and yells, "What the heck are you doing?" I 
replied, "I put up a new antenna and now I'm calling CQ." She said, "Well, you're opening and closing the garage 
door!" 
Apparently, the wire running from the switch on the garage wall to the garage door opener was picking up enough 
RF energy to trip the input. The wire was roughly parallel with the antenna, so I could easily see how this could 
happen. 
The solution was to disconnect the wires from the garage door opener, wind a few turns around a ferrite core, 
making a ferrite choke, and then reconnecting the wires. It worked like a charm, and has been working like a 
charm ever since. 
I tell this story every time I teach a one-day Tech class. It's very illustrative and very entertaining, and I'd bet that 
99.9% of the students get the ferrite choke questions right. 

Q: Why did the capacitor kiss the diode? 
A: Because he couldn’t resistor. 


