














Current setup in Marlborough

 There is a VHF/UHF RMS gateway at ZL2GBX operating 24/7
• 2 x Tait 8200 radios and controller   (supplied free by AREC)
• USB connecting cable (supplied free by AREC)
• A windows PC (basic peripherals) *
• Winlink Express (free) and VARA software (free trial / 60€)*
• 12v power supply *
• 2M and 70cm antennas and cabling *
• Internet connection *
       * (currently supplied by ZL2GBX)

Several members have configured Winlink clients using HF or VHF/UHF
Current access via HF is via the available gateways in NZ / Australia and beyond
VHF/UHF access is via the ZL2GBX-10 or ZL2GBX-12 gateways – there are likely to 
be additional gateways in Wellington that may be accessible later.



AREC Interface box (USB to PC, RS232 to transceivers)
VHF transceiver
UHF transceiver
HP Elitedesk W10 PC





The Winlink Radio E-mail Network
 No infrastructure is needed.  Extremely resilient.

 Winlink provides e-mail from any point on the earth – including the 
middle of the ocean (or within your county/Jurisdiction).

 Messages are sent via HF, VHF/UHF radio, and telnet.

 Winlink software and use of the system are free of charge.

 Hardware costs are minimal.  Less than one Motorola P25 handheld.

 Winlink provides 100% accurate transmission.

 AES-256 transmission encryption is available (not on amateur radio).

 Winlink is an interoperable store-and-forward system providing 
time and frequency independence.

 Winlink is interoperable between commercial radio, amateur radio, 
Internet e-mail, cell phone, satellite and other services.



What next?

Establish a permanent Hybrid RMS (HF/VHF/UHF)
• Location – secure, quiet (HF), accessible, power, internet
• Critical in the event of AF8 or other natural disaster or cyber outage

Grow user base and encourage regular exercises to maintain operational competence
• AREC Check-ins
• Winlink Wednesday etc
• Develop hardware solutions – phone/handheld, PC/base station



All the links you’ll ever need
https:// winlink.org

https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/

VARA

Winlink



http://uz7.ho.ua/packetradio.htm

http://winlinkwednesday.net

wavetalkers.com
     lots of videos on Youtube



Who are some key players in Winlink?

ARSF (Inc)     Non-profit organisation  - Winlink is their main project (since 2006)

Steve Waterman K4CJX    One of the original Winlink Development team 
    (manages RMS registrations)

Jose Ros  EA5HVK         Developer of the VARA software

Nigel Goldstone ZL1SEA – AREC and operator of the initial RMS gateway in Kaeo

David Chesterfield  KN4LQN – coordinator of Winlink Wednesdays etc

EM-COMM – umbrella term – ARRL / FCC / ETO etc


